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H.ROUHANI VISITED 
KAZAKHSTAN AND KYRGYZSTAN

During the reporting period, President of  Iran Hassan Rouhani paid official visits to the Republic 
of  Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz Republic. Wide range of  issues, including the issues of  cooperation in 
investment, trade and economic, transit and transport and agricultural sectors were discussed during the 
talks with the top leadership of  Kazakhstan.

At the meeting in a narrow format, the President of  Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev noticed that 
the lifting of  economic sanctions against Iran is a result of  efforts of  the Iranian leadership and this will 
make a positive impact on the further cooperation between Kazakhstan and Iran. In his turn, H.Rouhani 
congratulated the Head of  State with the 25th anniversary of  Independence of  the country, noting that 
Iran attaches great importance to the development of  partnership relations with Kazakhstan.

In addition, representatives of  state bodies of  Kazakhstan and Iran signed five memorandums of  
understanding. According to the Customs Administration of  Iran, for the last financial year, Iran has 
imported goods from Kazakhstan in the amount of  $87 million. At the same time, Iran has exported to 
Kazakhstan goods worth $137 million.

The next destination was Kyrgyzstan, where H.Rouhani met with the President of  Kyrgyzstan Almazbek 
Atambayev. In addition to the meeting in a narrow format, the business forum became one of  the most 
important events in the framework of  the visit. Forum was held in Bishkek on December 23, which was 
aimed at improving and expanding trade and economic relations between two countries, strengthening 
official ties, as well as the introduction of  the investment potential of  Kyrgyzstan to the Head of  Iran.

H.Rouhani noted that Iran supports the initiative of  the China-Kyrgyzstan-Iran railway construction. 
«The railway will connect countries of  the region, from China to the Persian Gulf. We are convinced that 
this is in the interest not only of  Kyrgyzstan and Iran, but also all countries of  the region», - said Mr. 
Rouhani. The Iranian President also stressed the importance of  creating a free trade zone between Iran 
and Kyrgyzstan, which is a member of  the Eurasian Economic Union.
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WORKIG VISIT OF THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF KAZAKHSTAN TO UZBEKISTAN 

On December 23, a working visit of  the Minister of  Foreign Affairs of  Kazakhstan Yerlan Idrissov to 
Uzbekistan was held. During the visit E.Idrissov was received by the President of  Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev.

During the meeting, Shavkat Mirziyoyev congratulated the leadership and the brotherly people of  
Kazakhstan with the 25th anniversary of  the state independence. He stressed that the existing trustee and 
rich Uzbek-Kazakh dialogue corresponds to the long-term interests of  both countries and their friendly 
peoples.

According to the Uzbek news agency gazeta.uz, at the meeting it was noted that two countries as 
close neighbors, and time-tested partners were equally interested in the security and stability, sustainable 
economic and social development and prosperity of  each other and the Central Asian region as a whole.

Uzbek media also noted that the election of  Kazakhstan as the non-permanent member of  the UN 
Security Council in 2017-2018 was strongly supported by Uzbekistan. «The election of  Kazakhstan to 
this post opens up new possibilities for promoting interests of  the Central Asian states at the global 
level», - Uzbek experts note.

In general, Shavkat Mirziyoyev and Erlan Idrissov exchanged views on the entire range of  Uzbek-
Kazakh agenda, particularly in trade and economic, investment, transport and communication areas. 
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, as the largest trading partners in the region, are ready to deepen and expand 
relations in this field and to use all available reserves.

The parties confirmed their commitment to further strengthening of  mutually beneficial cooperation in 
the spirit of  the interstate Agreement on eternal friendship and strategic partnership.
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BAKU HOSTED THE MEETING OF THE COOPERATION 
COUNCIL OF TURKIC-SPEAKING STATES

On December 21, 6th meeting of  Ministers of  Economy of  the Cooperation Council of  Turkic-speaking 
states was held in Baku, it was attended by over 50 representatives of  Azerbaijan, Turkey, Kazakhstan and 
Kyrgyzstan.

The sides discussed prospects of  economic relations and cooperation between Member States of  the 
Turkic Council. During the meeting a report of  the working group was listened and possibilities of  
expanding of  economic cooperation between Turkic-speaking countries were discussed.

Speaking at the meeting, the Minister of  Economy of  Turkey Nihat Zeybekchi said that for enhancing 
the cooperation between Turkic-speaking countries it was necessary to create an economic union, go to 
the free trade regime and extend customs facilities. The minister said that economic relations between 
Turkic-speaking states do not meet the existing potential.

The Deputy Minister of  National Economy of  Kazakhstan Aidar Arifkhanov noted that Kazakhstan 
supports activities of  the Council, emphasized organization’s role in the expansion of  relations between 
our countries. After informing about the economy, investment and business opportunities, transport and 
transit potential of  Kazakhstan, Aidar Arifkhanov called the Turkic-speaking countries to use the transit 
potential of  Kazakhstan, establish joint ventures in his country, expand trade relations, and also said that 
the Turkic Council was an effective platform for development of  cooperation.

Note that the Cooperation Council of  Turkic-Speaking States is an international organization that 
brings together modern Turkic-speaking states, its main objective is the development of  comprehensive 
cooperation between Member States. Turkic Council was created in Nakhchivan on the 3rd of  October 
2009. The Council includes Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey.
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VISIT OF A.ATAMBAYEV TO INDIA  
On 20th of  December of  the current year, President of  Kyrgyzstan Almazbek Atambayev paid an 

official visit to India, where he held talks with the Indian leadership, particularly with Narendra Modi and 
Pranab Mukherjee.

During the talks, leaders discussed issues of  Kyrgyz-Indian cooperation and prospects for expanding 
bilateral cooperation. President of  India Pranab Mukherjee has expressed confidence that conducted 
negotiations and documents signed during the visit will mark the beginning of  a new chapter in relations 
between Kyrgyzstan and India. 

In his speech, the Prime Minister of  India Narendra Modi said: “We discussed the possibility of  
participation of  our countries in the fight against terrorism, extremism and radicalism. We agree that we 
need to coordinate efforts to ensure security in the region. Kyrgyzstan is considered by India as a valuable 
partner in promoting stability in Central Asia.”

In response, Atambayev said: “We, Kyrgyzstan and India, share fundamental values such as human 
rights, freedom of  speech, democracy and the rule of  law. Now, we would like to activate our relationship 
in the economic field.”

Experts are confident that this visit will give a powerful impetus to the development and deepening of  
Kyrgyz-Indian relations, especially in economic and investment spheres.
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MEETING OF THE TURKPA PARLIAMENT CHAIRMEN
On December 23, Baku hosted a meeting of  Chairmen of  Parliaments of  Turkic states, during which 

the new building of  the Secretariat of  the Parliamentary Assembly of  Turkic-speaking countries (TurkPA) 
was opened.

The ceremony was attended by Chairman of  the Parliament of  Azerbaijan (Milli Majilis) Ogtay Asadov, 
Chairman of  the Majilis of  Kazakhstan’s Parliament Nurlan Nigmatulin, Chairman of  the Jogorku 
Kenesh of  Kyrgyzstan Chynybay Tursunbekov, as well as the Chairman of  the Grand National Assembly 
of  Turkey Ismail Kahraman.

Speaking at the ceremony, current Chairman of  TurkPA, the Majilis Speaker Nurlan Nigmatulin, on 
behalf  of  the organization, expressed his gratitude to the President Ilham Aliyev for the unique building. 
Majilis Speaker also stressed the importance of  the event, which took place during the celebration of  the 
25th anniversary of  independence of  TurkPA member countries.

After the ceremony, President of  Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received members of  TurkPA Council. 
Welcoming guests, President Ilham Aliyev emphasized that cooperation with the Turkic-speaking 
countries was one of  the priorities of  Azerbaijan’s foreign policy. 

Recalling that our nations have common history and roots, Ilham Aliyev said that Azerbaijan will 
continue to contribute to the integration of  Turkic-speaking countries. In addition, Head of  Azerbaijan 
congratulated Turkic countries with 25th Independence Anniversary and told best wishes to his colleagues 
Presidents of  Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey.

During the meeting, by decision of  TurkPA Chairman of  the Majilis of  Kazakhstan Nurlan Nigmatulin 
presented the Medal of  Merits to the President of  Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev.

It should be noted that during the meeting of  parliamentarians, according to decision of  TurkPA 
members, Heads of  Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey were awarded the TurkPA Medal 
of  Merits.
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MEETING IN THE RUSSIA-TURKEY-IRAN FORMAT WAS HELD   
On December 20, a meeting of  Ministers of  Foreign Affairs of  Russia, Turkey and Iran was held in 

Moscow. The main topic of  the meeting of  ministers was the Syrian problem.
A meeting in this format was planned several months ago and took place in spite of  the tragic event 

connected with the murder of  Russian Ambassador to Turkey.
The main outcome of  the meeting was a joint statement of  ministers of  foreign affairs. In particular, the 

parties have stated that Moscow, Ankara and Tehran are ready to become a guarantor of  the forthcoming 
agreement between the Syrian authorities and the opposition. «Ministers agreed on the importance of  
expansion of  the ceasefire, the unimpeded access of  humanitarian aid and the free movement of  the 
civilian population in Syria,» - said Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov.

«We met in this format for the first time. This is an important event. Foreign ministers of  Russia, 
Turkey and Iran met to discuss the end of  the drama for civilians in Aleppo, and the termination of  the 
Syrian crisis. We talked about securing a ceasefire in Syria, and its propagation to all regions of  Syria. Also 
implementation measures of  this task were discussed», - said the Minister of  Foreign Affairs of  Turkey 
M. Çavuşoğlu.

Experts note that the format of  Russia-Iran-Turkey has the potential to become a truly effective solution 
to the situation in Syria. At the same time, he noted that «do not want to cast a shadow on other formats.»

Following the talks, Sergei Lavrov, Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu and Mohammad Javad Zarif  agreed on a statement 
to revive the political process and peace talks to resolve the situation in Syria.
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