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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of  the most signifi cant 
developments  in the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely 
information and an objective assessment on  relevant issues in the 
agenda of  Turkic countries.  

Тurkic Weekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, 
published by the International Turkic Academy.
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KAZAKHSTAN SET PRIORITIES 
AT THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL

Kazakhstan on the rights of  non-permanent UN Security Council member took part in the first meeting 
of  the Council, which was held in New York on January 4, 2017. It is known that onJune 28, 2016 at UN 
headquarters in New York Kazakhstan was electedas non-permanent UN Security Council member on 
2017-2018. During 2017-2018 Kazakhstan will be able to contribute to the work of  the Council and to 
promote national interests and interests of  the Central Asian countries related to peace and security.

During the meeting, the Kazakh side explained the priorities of  its participation in the work of  the UN 
Security Council. Thus, an independent state of  Kazakhstan goes to a new stage of  its development as 
a member of  the key decision-making body at the global level - the UN Security Council. In particular, 
Ministry of  Foreign Affairs of  RK as non-permanent UN Security Council member has formulated 
following priorities.

The first is the formationof  the zone of  peace, cooperation andsecurity around the perimeter of  our 
borders and in Eurasia, in accordance with the Concept of  foreign policy, National SecurityStrategy and 
Strategy 2050.

The second is the promotion of  foreign policy initiatives of  the President of  Kazakhstan: an achievement 
of  a world free of  nuclear weaponsby 2045; creation of  the global antiterrorist coalition (network); 
reaffirmation of  the principles of  international law, reflected in the manifesto on «Peace. XXI Century», 
to ensure the meaningful work of  Kazakhstan in the UN Security Council and to form the image of  the 
country, trying to make its own unique contribution to peace and security issues.

In addition, the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs of  the Republic of  Kazakhstan also stated: «Our important 
mission is to promote interests of  Central Asia in the UN Security Council, which is represented in this 
organization for the first time in the history of  the UN.»
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RESULTS OF A.ATAMBAYEV’S VISIT TO CHINA  
On January 5-6, Kyrgyz President A.Atambayev paid the working visit to China. During the visit 

A.Atambayev held talks with senior leaders of  China.
The issues of  cooperation between Kyrgyzstan and China, implementation of  joint projects in various 

spheres and prospects of  further expansion of  cooperation in all areas were discussed at the meeting with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping.

The media of  two countries noted that Atambayev’s visit took place on the date of  25th anniversary of  
establishing diplomatic relations between Kyrgyzstan and China. According to experts, over these years 
Kyrgyzstan has received more than 1.2 billion of  direct investments from China. China provides funds 
for large projects such as the «Datca - Kemin», Bishkek -Torugart and Osh - Irkeshtam road construction, 
alternative road North-South, as well as invests in field development and the processing industry. More 
than 200 documents were signed between two countries over the entire period.

In addition, one of  the topics for discussion was the construction of  the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan 
railway. Recall that the head of  state talked about this during a visit of  the President of  Iran Hassan 
Rouhani to the Kyrgyz Republic. “We have expressed a joint interest in the construction of  the China-
Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan-Turkmenistan-Iran railway. I can add that this is one of  the main topics within 
my upcoming visits to Uzbekistan and China”- said Almazbek Atambayev earlier. 

In general, during the meeting the sides noted successful development of  mutually beneficial cooperation 
since the establishment of  strategic partnership. In their view, further deepening of  the Kyrgyz-Chinese 
relations meets the fundamental interests of  peoples of  Kyrgyzstan and China, and supports stability and 
development in the region
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FIRST PAVILIONS OF EXPO 2017 WERE OPENED
Within six months World Expo 2017 will be opened in the Kazakh capital of  Astana. As is known, 

Kazakhstan’s candidacy to host the world exhibition was chosen by secret ballot by Bureau of  International 
Expositions (BIE) member states on November 22, 2012. Since the elections, Kazakhstan has carried out 
large-scale work and today Astana is almost ready to host the event.

Speaking about tasks for the current year, the President of  Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev said: 
«We meet a New Year, which also will be important; our country will be the focus of  major international 
events. Almaty World Winter Universiade will be attended by the best athletes from a record number of  
countries. Astana will host guests from around the world at the exhibition EXPO-2017: Future Energy. 
Kazakhstan will start to perform as non-permanent UN Security Council member».

Currently, the Kazakh authorities are completing the preparation for the event. In the reporting period, 
Astana held the presentation of  a single center providing services to the participants of  EXPO-2017. 
There will be provided help with visa support, copyrights, taxation and mobile connection. According 
to the organizers, the Centre works on the principle of  «one window» around the clock. Also there is a 
unifi ed system of  accreditation, which allows you to control access to the exhibition center.

In addition, pavilions of  countries participating in the Expo have already started to open. In particular, 
as reported by mass media of  Kazakhstan, among the fi rst is Chinese pavilion. As the Chinese side 
noted China’s search for energy and the results obtained, the strategy of  «Belt and Road» will be fully 
demonstrated during the exhibition. The main element of  the Chinese pavilion design is the offi cial mark 
of  the legendary sun bird, extant since the dynasties of  Shang and Zhou.

Also other participants including Russia, South Korea and others are ready to introduce their pavilions.
Recall that the World EXPO 2017 will take place in Astana from June to September, which is expected 

to involve representatives from more than 100 countries. 
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TURKMENISTAN IS PREPARING FOR 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS  

Presidential elections in a number of  Central Asian countries are expected this year. As is known, 
Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan should elect a president.

During the reporting period, the Central Election Commission of  Turkmenistan formed 2582 polling 
stations in the country for presidential elections which will be held on 12th of  February 2017. Turkmen 
media also noted that 39 polling stations were established in foreign diplomatic missions.

For the first time three political parties are involved in the presidential election campaign. All political parties 
have chosen candidates: Democratic Party nominated the current President GurbangulyBerdimuhamedow; 
Party of  Industrialists and Entrepreneurs - the Chairman of  Rysgal Commercial Bank Begmyrat Atalyev; 
Agrarian Party – the Chairman of  the Mary velayat (regional) Committee Durdygylych Orazov.

During the election campaign, six citizens’ initiatives were formed. They are represented by following 
candidates: deputy chairman of  the state association of  the food industry Maksat Annanepesov; deputy 
governor (head) of  the Mary velayat (region) Jumanazar Annayev; director of  the Seydi oil refinery 
Ramadan Durdyev; deputy governor of  Dashoguz province Meretdurdy Gurbanov; Head of  the 
Department of  Economy and Development of  Akhal province Serdar Dzhelilov; General Director of  
«Garabogazsulfat» Suleymannepes Nurnepessov.

After Turkmenistan next presidential elections should be held in Kyrgyzstan. The exact time of  the 
presidential election in Kyrgyzstan it is not yet clear unlike Turkmenistan. According to some experts, the 
elections may take place ahead of  schedule.



7

BINALI YILDIRIM VISITED IRAQ
Last week during a working visit of  the Prime Minister of  Turkey Binali Yildirim to Iraq, the sides 

discussed issues of  security. According to the Anadolu Agency, Turkish delegation was represented by the 
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim, the Iraqi side was represented by Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi. During 
his visit to Iraq, the Turkish Prime Minister was accompanied by Minister of  Defense, Minister of  Energy 
and Natural Resources and the Minister of  Economy of  Turkey. The main issue in the negotiations 
between two countries was the question of  the presence of  the Turkish military in northern Iraq. 
According to experts, representatives of  Ankara and Baghdad have considered issues of  postwar Iraq.

Also, the third meeting of  the supreme council of  strategic cooperation between Turkey and Iraq, 
headed by Prime Ministers of  Iraq and Turkey and with the participation of  heads of  governments of  
two countries was held in Baghdad.

Issues such as regional stability, possible steps to ensure security in the region were discussed during the 
talks. In this context, particular attention was paid to strengthening cooperation between two countries in 
the fight against terrorist organizations PKK, DAESH and FETÖ, which pose a threat to both countries.

After meetings in Baghdad Binali Yildirim went to Erbil, where he met with the head of  the regional 
board of  the north Iraq Mesud Barzani and Prime Minister of  the regional board Nechirvan Barzani.

In addition, during the meeting the sides also discussed possibilities for the development and deepening 
of  cooperation in the spheres of  economy, energy and transport.
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TRAIN FROM CHINA TO UK WAS LAUNCHED   
Despite the global economy downturn, at beginning of  this year, some projects continue to be 

implemented according to the previous plan. In particular, projects in the transport sector are the most 
relevant.

On the Eurasian continent transport projects remain the most viable. So, for example, in the reporting 
period, China launched a direct rail link to the UK via Kazakhstan. According to the Chinese newspaper 
China Daily, since the beginning of  2017 a new cargo service between the Chinese city of  Yiwu in 
Zhejiang Province in the east of  the country and London has started. It aims at reducing the time and 
cost of  cargo transportation between two countries.

It is reported that this train overcomes more than 12 thousand kilometers in 18 days. Its route runs 
through Kazakhstan, Russia, Belarus, Poland, Germany, Belgium and France. It is noted that in the first 
months the train will run once a week, and the first train will carry the party of  consumer goods: clothing, 
bags and so on.

«This service underscores the importance of  freight traffic trade cooperation between Britain and China 
after Brexit», - Chinese experts report. Experts also point out that the main obstacle to the establishment 
of  railway communication United Kingdom - China were negotiations with various governments in the 
countries along the route of  the train. In addition, creation of  the most suitable route and the choice 
of  the right ways also added a lot of  problems. However, the route through Kazakhstan was the most 
convenient and promising.

Chinese media also reported that China plans to expand its rail network to 150,000 kilometers by 2020, 
including 30,000 kilometers of  high-speed roads. Plan means an increase in the length of  the rail network 
by 24 percent as compared with 2015, high-speed network - by 58 percent.
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