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Тurkic Weekly aims to keep you regularly informed on the latest news of the 
Turkic World. Turkic Weekly provides you with reliable information and timely 
analysis on key political, socio-economic and scientific events across Turkic-speaking 
states. 
 
 

This Newsletter is diligently prepared by the International Union of Turkic 
Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERRORISM ACHIEVES ITS’ GOALS  
Terrorist attacks in one of the largest cities of Europe, Paris had shocked the international 
community. According to numbers provided by local authorities, at least 140 people were killed: 
more than 100 people lost their lives during Bataclan concert hall attacks, others were victims of 
attacks that occurred in other parts of the capital. 
 

This monstrous act of intimidation was the largest in the history of France. Turkic-speaking states 
condemned the terrorist attacks in Paris. The president of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev, who 
was had recently paid official visit to the capital of France, Paris visited French embassy in Astana 
and expressed his condolences to the relatives of the victims. Noteworthy, Turkic Council and the 
International Turkic Academy also condemned cruel actions of the terrorists.  
 

According to «Global Terrorism Index 2015» report released recently by the Institute of Economy 
and Peace, the threat of terrorism has now become the most urgent problem in the world. Index 
presents five states most exposed to terrorist attacks, which are Iraq, Afghanistan, Nigeria, Pakistan 
and Syria.  
 

Turkic-speaking states generally are less exposed to the threats of terrorism. In particular, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Azerbaijan are behind 80 other states in the rank. Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan are 
one of the safest countries in the world. Turkey is an exception, because this country has been 
directly affected by the conflicts in Syria and Iraq (27th place).   
 

Nevertheless, we must recognize that the destructive forces through terror are achieving their goals 
today. The world community is frightened more than ever, enmity between people is steadily 
growing, and intolerance on ethnic and religious grounds is increasing. 
 
Bearing this in mind, states should unite their efforts to fight against common threats, i.e. radicalism 
and terrorism, as well as against the blackening of traditional religions and their followers. 
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                                                                                  G20 DISCUSS WORLD’S MOST PRESSING ISSUES  

Huge issues were under discussion at the «Group of Twenty» (G20) Summit held this year in Turkish 
resort town Antalya on 15-16 November. Four days earlier, Turkish president Recep Erdogan 
announced that they will include Syria into the summit agenda, even if the general theme remained 
the same: «Collective measures to achieve inclusive and confident growth». 
 

Ankara spends much of his energy and time to tackle Syrian crisis, especially after several terror 
attacks organized by DAESH occured on Turkish soil.  It turned impossible to ignore terrorism issue 
after bloody events in Paris. In this regard, recent G20 Summit could not have come at a better time, 
as the events in France once again have shown that governments around the planet should work 
together to fight terrorism. 
 

Accordingly, G20 Summit had become first major meeting of world leaders after Paris incident. A 
number of bilateral talks, including those held between the US and Russian presidents in the lobby of 
the hotel, demonstrated the willingness of states to talk to each other and develop common approach 
to Syrian issue.   
 

As subsequent actions of Washington and Moscow indicate two major powers for the first time has 
started to inform each other about planned military operations in Syria, which grow in number and 
power. In addition, Russia and France declared that they would coordinate their military activities 
against terrorists in Syria. Leaders of G2- states, generally, emphasized the significance of joining 
each other under one global coalition that will fight DAESH.  
 

Even if Syrian crisis were on the top of the agenda, BRICS leaders' informal meeting reminded 
observers of the Summit about key trends such as economic regionalization that is taking place in the 
world right now. Before coming to Antalya leaders some of the BRICS states hadn't concealed their 
concerns about the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TTP). 
 

The possibility of inclusion of Chinese yuan into IMF basket of currencies (SDR) was another hot 
topic discussed during face-to-face meetings between world state leaders. IMF Managing Director 
Christine Lagarde informed G20 states about their decision to recommend yuan as a reserve currency. 
Final decision should be taken on 30 November at the IMF Executive Board meeting. 
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On the sidelines of Antalya summit, Christine Lagarde had met with Russian president Vladimir 
Putin. It is possible that they discussed various options for Ukraine $3 billion debt restructuring. 
Mr.Putin right after the G20 summit stated that Moscow has agreed to annual payments of $1 billion 
from 2016 to 2018. Later IMF announced that they welcome Russian proposal.    
 

Participants of G20 summit also paid particular attention to the climate change. Parties were 
preparing for the 21st UN Climate Conference, which is going to take place on November 30, 2015 
in Paris. At this conference states are intended to reach a new global agreement that will limit 
greenhouse gas emissions. This agreement may replace the Kyoto agreement, which expires in 2020.  
 

Noteworthy, G20 Summit in Antalya was Turkey's first international event held after Nov. 1 
parliamentary elections. Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan was also acting in the capacity of 
the co-founder of AKP party that had won the majority of seats in the parliament. Consequently, Mr. 
Erdogan and Turkish government in general could be able to conduct trenchant policy on a number 
of issues, including Syria. 
 

While Turkey's relations with the West are getting back on track, Ankara continues to pay attention 
to his cooperation with Russia and China. During talks between Turkish and Russian presidents 
parties discussed «Turkish Stream» gas pipeline. 
 

Previously, negotations between Turkish and Russian officials had been suspended for several 
months due to the delayed formation of the Turkish government as the result of June 1 
parliamentary elections. Parties agreed to send their delegations on December 15, 2015 to 
St.Petersburg to have detailed discussions about the implementation of the «Turkish Stream» project.  
 

Turkish and Chinese delegates during the days of the summit had signed  several agreements, that 
include memorandum of understanding that dovetails «Economic Belt of Silk Road», «21st century 
Maritime Road», «Energy Corridor» and an agreement on cooperation in the construction of Kars-
Edirne high-speed railway. International press also reported that Turkey had refused to purchase 
HQ9 long-range anti-aircraft system produced in China.  
 

Noteworthy, starting from 1 December 2015 China would become the next chairman of G20. China 
proposed to host next summit in Hangzhou on 4-5 September 2016. The topic of the meeting is 
defined as «Building an innovative, dynamic, interlinked and inclusive global economy».  
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STATES CULTIVATE REGION-TO-REGION FRIENDSHIP 
Attention to Central Asia, as recent trends show, has been revived by major economic powers such 
as the US, Japan, China, India and South Korea. Neighbors from South Asia also try to endorse 
constructive inter-regional cooperation. Accordingly, prime minister of Pakistan Navaz Sharif had 
visited Uzbekistan (17-18 November), president of Afghanistan Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai, in his turn, 
paid a visit to Kazakhstan (20 November).  
 

It is unlikely that both official meetings were coordinated with each other. Especially as relations 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan cooled down and inter-Afghan peace process that was fostered 
with the assistance of Islamabad requires new push. Despite having different views about the future 
of South Asia, leaders of both Afghanistan and Pakistan think in the same direction when it comes to 
cooperation with Central Asia.  
 

Islamabad (as well as Kabul) that lacks electricity, gas and fuel supports the construction of TAPI gas 
pipeline and CASA-1000 electricity transmission system. Uzbekistan does not participate in these two 
projects, supported by ADB and World Bank. Pakistan, whose application for Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization membership will be closely examined in the next year, i.e. during the Uzbekistan 
presidency, cannot ignore Tashkent's opinion on both energy and SCO subjects.    
 

It is worth recalling that during last SCO summit held in Ufa on 9-10 July 2015 president of 
Uzbekistan Islam Karimov asked whether membership of two nuclear states, Pakistan and India, will 
dramatically affect balance of power within SCO. 
 

Afghanistan, in turn, wants to open itself to the world, without exclusively focusing on domestic 
issues. Central Asian states realize how it is important to preserve and develop good neighborly 
relations and to have functioning government in Kabul. 
 

Therefore, regional states try to provide their support, even if they face difficult times by their own. 
After talks with president of Afghanistan Ashraf Ghani, his Kazakh counterpart Nursultan 
Nazarbayev publically announced that Astana will send more than 600 thousand tons of wheat to its 
South Asian neighbor.      
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            CASPIAN PROGRESS 
Iranian Amirabad port on November 16-17, 2015 hosted the 7th meeting of the port administrations 
of five Caspian states. Such kind of annual joint meetings between top managers of Caspian ports 
were launched exactly after Astrakhan agreements had been signed in 2008 by all five states. Usually 
port representatives discuss issues related to trade, environmental security and share their own 
experience.  
 

Parties during their last meeting in Amirabad had been discussing best ways to improve cooperation 
and increase the volume of cargos transported by sea. Administers of ports had also reviewed the 
text of the Memorandum of Control and Inspection between Caspian states and the proposal to 
organize experience exchange in the area of port control for inspectors of five states.  
 

On 19 November Astana hosted the 42nd session of the Special Working Group on Elaboration of 
the Caspian Sea Legal Status Convention. 
 

As been stated by the Kazakh minister for foreign affairs Erlan Idrissov during this working group 
meeting, Kazakhstan as the organizer of V Caspian Summit next year is planning to convene 
ministers of foreign affairs of Caspian states to discuss preliminary results of the conducted work on 
the text of the Convention on the legal status of the Caspian sea. This meeting will help to determine 
how parties are prepared for the leaders' summit.  

  
Earlier, as the result of agreements taken during Astrakhan five Caspian states laid the groundwork 
for a promt resolution of most unresolved issues.  
 

Leaders of five Caspian states also took a common decision on of the main aspects that determine 
legal status of the Caspian sea. They accepted the delimitation of maritime boundaries and the 
establishment of the sovereign Caspian sea zone (the width - 15 nautical miles) and of fishing zone of 
10 nautical miles. 
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                                                            TURKMENISTAN UNITES EFFORTS WITH AZERBAIJAN 
The meeting between the president of energy-rich Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov 
and the head of the State Oil Company of Azerbaijan (SOCAR) Rovnag Abdullayev were held on 18 
November in the white marbled city Ashgabat. Various ways of improving cooperation between two 
Caspian neighbors had been discussed. 
 

One day earlier, the head of SOCAR as one of the key guests of 20th Turkmenistan International Oil 
& Gas Conference in his public speech reiterated his support for constructing new energy routes.  
 

Turkmen government prioritizes diversification of his energy routes. Recently, Ashgabat announced 
the start of construction of his own part of the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India gas 
pipeline.  
 

Statements made during last several months by Turkmen and Azerbaijani officials reveal that both 
states are trying to consolidate their efforts to diversify energy consumers. Diplomatic activities taken 
by Turkmenistan demonstrate that the Trans-Caspian pipeline is back on the agenda.   
 

Azerbaijan every time repeatedly confirms its readiness to provide its territory, infrastructure and 
transit capabilities for diversification purposes. 
 

However, there are still a few impediments states need to overcome, chief among them legal status of 
Caspian sea. Besides, all steps in this direction require consultations with all five Caspian neighbours. 
 

In that respect, recent meetings held in Iran and Kazakhstan appeared in previous news column 
illustrates the importance of regular dialogue to build and enhance trust among neighbour countries. 
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Founded in 2010 by the state leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey, the 
Turkic Academy International Organization conducts and coordinates profound research on the 
Turkic world, its culture and history from ancient times to the present day. Turkic Academy fosters 
mutual scientific cooperation among research and education centers around the world.  

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 
57 Tauelsizdik Street, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     
Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan   

 

 @intturkicacadem 
 https://www.facebook.com/International-Turkic-Academy-832484896847678/ 


