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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  in 
the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely information and an objective 
assessment on  relevant issues in the agenda of Turkic countries.  
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KAZAKHSTAN CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE   
On 16th of December, the Republic of Kazakhstan celebrated the 25th anniversary of Iяajor 
events throughout the country. One of the key events was the opening of a new architectural 
monument “Тәуелсіздіктің 25 жылдығы” (“25 years of Independence”), which was attended 
by the President Nursultan Nazarbayev. 

Speaking at the event, the President of Kazakhstan noted: "This soaring stele symbolizes 
unprecedented rise of our country for the past quarter of a century and a desire to be among 
the thirty most developed countries in the world. Each of its 25 facets is a symbolic image of 
each year of the modern history of independent Kazakhstan". The location of the monument 
is also symbolic, it is situated on the territory of the international specialized exhibition 
EXPO-2017, which will be attended by millions of visitors, - said the President of 
Kazakhstan. 

Also on the eve of a holiday a solemn meeting was held in Astana. During the meeting 
achievements of independent Kazakhstan for the past quarter of a century were noted and 
new goals were outlined. In particular, Nursultan Nazarbayev said during the meeting: "It is 
time to consider the redistribution of powers between the president, government and 
parliament. A special commission should examine these questions". However, he noted that 
"Kazakhstan is and will be the state with the presidential form of government". 

Note that exactly 25 years ago, on 16th of December, 1991, President of Kazakhstan 
Nursultan Nazarbayev signed the Constitutional Law "On State Independence of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan". According to the leading foreign experts, all 25 years of 
Kazakhstan's independence were full of ideas and important achievements. Kazakhstan 
became an authoritative and full member of the world community. 
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REFERENDUM WAS HELD IN KYRGYZSTAN  
On 12th of December, 2016, the Central Election Commission of Kyrgyzstan announced the 
results of the referendum on amendments to the constitution. According to the Central 
Commission on Elections and Referendums, at 18.00 voter turnout in local councils was 
31.96 per cent of the total of 2,288,651 people. Voter turnout in aul councils (kenes) at 18.00 
was 38.98 percent of the total of 24,883 people. 

As the Kyrgyz media reports, more than a third of voters took part in the voting at the 
referendum on amendments to the constitution, it was recognized as valid. TASS reported on 
this at the Central Election Commission of the Republic. According to law, a referendum is 
considered valid if it is attended by more than 30% of registered voters, - said the Central 
Commission. As its representatives state, amendments to the fundamental law of the country 
will be made, if they are approved by more than a half of voters who have taken part in the 
voting. 

Recall that the main amendments to the constitution put to the referendum were as follows: 
after the election the Prime Minister will be able not to hand over the parliamentary mandate; 
the Prime Minister will have stronger veto power, than he has now; threshold of no-
confidence vote to the Government will increase from the current 61 parliamentary votes to 
80; the Prime Minister restrictions such as "no more than once a year" express mistrust of 
government will be removed; the Prime Minister will be able to dismiss members of the 
government, even if, within five working days, the president does not approve the resignation; 
the Prime Minister will be able to appoint a new member of the Government after approval 
by the Parliament, even if, within three working days, the president does not approve the 
candidate; the Prime Minister will be authorized to appoint and dismiss heads of local state 
administrations without the offer of local councils. 
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NEW CABINET OF MINISTERS AND THE PRIME MINISTER ARE APPROVED IN 
UZBEKISTAN  

Following the election of the President, Uzbekistan began to form a new government. In particular, 
there were several new appointments in the country during the reporting period. According to the 
Uzbek media, the Parliament of Uzbekistan appointed Abdullah Aripov to the post of prime minister, 
who from September 2016, held the position of Deputy Prime Minister and led the Complex on youth 
policy, culture, information systems and telecommunications. 

The Chairman of the Board of "Uzbekiston Temir Yullari" (Uzbekistan Railways) JSC Achilbay 
Ramatov was appointed the First Deputy Prime Minister and the head of the Complex on the 
development of territories and the municipal sphere, transport, capital construction and building 
industry. Rustam Azimov was appointed Deputy Prime Minister, head of the Complex on 
macroeconomic development, structural reforms and attraction of foreign investments. 

At the same time, the head of the "Uzbekiston Temir Yullari" was appointed First Deputy Prime 
Minister.  Zoyir Mirzaev was appointed Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Agriculture and Water 
Resources of Uzbekistan, head of the Complex on agriculture and water resources, agricultural 
products and consumer goods. Gulomjon Ibragimov has become Deputy Prime Minister and head of 
the Complex on geology, fuel and energy, chemical, petrochemical and metallurgical industries. 
Chairman of the Board of "Uzavtosanoat" JSC Ulugbek Rozukulov will be Deputy Prime Minister, 
head of the Complex on the development of export potential and mechanical engineering, automotive 
and electrical industry, and standardization of products. 

Along with this, the Senate of Uzbekistan introduced new position of the first Deputy Chairman. In 
particular, Sadyk Safayev was elected to this position; earlier he served as Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3 



 

PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL VISITED AZERBAIJAN AND KAZAKHSTAN  
On 13-15 of December, the Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu visited Azerbaijan and 
Kazakhstan. According to the Israeli media, for all 25 years of diplomatic relations this is the first 
visit of an Israeli leader to both former Soviet republics with predominantly Muslim population. 
Along with the signing of bilateral agreements, the talks focused on economic ties both in Baku 
and in Astana. 

In Baku, talks between Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev and B.Netanyahu were held. One of 
the main outcome of the meeting was the signing of an agreement in the agricultural sector, also 
parties agreed to develop cooperation in economy, science, technology, agriculture, energy and 
trade. Today, the trade turnover between countries is more than $3.5 billion. However, we must 
admit that the main source of bilateral trade is a raw material in the form of Azerbaijani oil. 

In addition to the above, in the opinion of the Azerbaijani experts, military-technical cooperation 
between Jerusalem and Baku is actively developing in recent years. So, Israeli military companies 
are active in the Azerbaijani market of arms. Israel supplies unmanned aerial vehicles, night 
vision devices, electronic guidance systems and other equipment to Azerbaijan.  

On December 14, the Israeli leader flew from Baku to Astana, where he held a meeting with 
President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev. Netanyahu became the first Israeli leader to visit 
Kazakhstan. A key topic of the talks covered such issues as economic and investment 
cooperation. 

Both sides also exchanged views on topical issues of the international agenda. All these years a 
Kazakhstan and Israel maintained good relationship. Large Jewish diaspora in Kazakhstan and 
the Kazakh community in Israel is a bridge for constructive relations between our peoples, - 
noted Nursultan Nazarbayev in his speech. 
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PROSPECTS OF RUSSIAN-JAPANESE RELATIONS WERE DISCUSSED IN TOKYO  
During the reporting period, Russian-Japanese talks were held within the official visit of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin to Japan. The sides signed more than 60 agreements with a total amount of Japanese 
investment of 300 billion yen (about $2.54 billion). 

According to the Russian Foreign Ministry, issues of economic cooperation are developing in accordance 
with the plan of the eight points, which was offered by the Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to the 
Russian President Vladimir Putin at a meeting in Sochi on May 6, 2016 

So, after the talks, the Japanese Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) signed an agreement with the 
Yamal LNG on the provision of a credit line in the amount of €200 million. The provided credit is part of the 
project financing totaling $19 billion, which also includes credit facilities of Russian and Chinese banks and 
the Russian national welfare Fund. 

Also the Rosneft Company has signed an agreement with a consortium of Japanese companies including 
Marubeni, Inpex and Japan Oil, Gas and Metals National Corporation (JOGMEC) on the basic terms of 
cooperation for joint exploration, development and production of hydrocarbons in the license area in the 
shelf zone of Russia. 

Another notable result of the events in Tokyo was the decision of the Russian Direct Investment Fund 
(RDIF) and JBIC to set up a joint investment fund with a total amount of $1 billion. According to the head 
of the Russian Direct Investment Fund Kirill Dmitriev, the sides are already discussing investment in about 
20 projects. 

Russian Ministry of Energy and Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan signed a memorandum of 
cooperation in the development of Elga coal mining complex. Although turnover is reducing, countries are 
able to rectify it. However, despite the active development of economic relations, trade between Japan and 
Russia continues to decline. 

Vladimir Putin and Shinzo Abe also discussed issues of the disputed islands. On this occasion, two leaders 
expressed the desire to discuss urgent problems systematically. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Turkey, the International Turkic Academy is an international organization that 
conducts and coordinates a comprehensive study of languages, culture and 
history of the Turkic world from ancient times to the present day. The Turkic 
Academy promotes cooperation between research and development and 
education centers, studying Turkish world. 
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Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 

 @intturkicacadem 
  https://www.facebook.com/International-Turkic-Academy-

832484896847678/ 

 


