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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  

in the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely information and an objective 

assessment on  relevant issues in the agenda of Turkic countries.  

 

Тurkic Weekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, published by the 

International Turkic Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TURKIC ACADEMY HELD THE 2nd FORUM OF HUMAN SCIENCES 
The 2

nd
 International Forum of Human Sciences “The Great Steppe”, organized by the 

International Turkic Academy (TWESCO), was held in Astana. 

The opening ceremony of the Forum dedicated to the article of the President Nursultan 

Nazarbayev “The Course towards Future: Modernization of Public Conscience” was 

attended by the Secretary of State of the Republic of Kazakhstan Gulshara Abdykalikova, as 

well as heads and representatives of the UN, UNESCO, ISESCO, ECO Science Foundation, 

the Turkic Council, TURKSOY, and TurkPA. 

Moreover, the Secretary of State Gulshara Abdykalikova opened the event with the 

welcoming speech and read a congratulatory letter of the President of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev, where he wished good luck to the forum, which 

involved diplomats, state and public figures, heads of research centers, prominent scientists 

and researchers. 

This year, the scientific community discussed various issues of the Great Steppe, while the 

key issues were the initiatives of the Head of Kazakhstan, indicated in the program article 

“The Course towards Future: Modernization of Public Conscience.” At 6 panel sessions of 

the Forum about 200 scientists and experts from more than 10 countries discussed 

transition of Kazakh language to the Latin alphabet, the “Motherland” program dedicated to 

the holy and sacred places. 

Issues related to the preservation and popularization of the heritage of Turkic peoples were 

raised as well. Turan Refik, President of the Turkish Historical Society noted, “This Forum is 

more extensive than the previous one. In comparison with the last meeting of the academic 

community, it covers the most important issues in the creation of a unified Turkic world, 

the development of Turkic culture and literature. This Forum once again shows that we 

have one common history, going from the depths of centuries, and which should 

continue”. 
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At the same time, within the framework of the Forum, TWESCO awarded gold medals to 

prominent state and public figure academician Myrzatai Zholdasbekovich Zholdasbekov 

and well-known scientist and public figure of the Republic of Tatarstan, academician 

Mirfatykh Zakievich Zakiyev, who celebrated his 90
th
 anniversary this year, for contribution 

to science of the Turkic World and to the strengthening of cooperation between brotherly 

peoples. 

In addition, within the event TWESCO organized an exhibition of books published in 

recent years. 

Moreover, during the Forum, valuable ideas were voiced by the participants. As Kazinform 

reports, the Chairman of Turkish National Commission for UNESCO Ocal Oguz, called on 

the Turkic-speaking peoples to become closer to protect languages from extinction in the 

future. According to the expert, despite the fact that economic contacts, social ties, interest 

in culture affect the entry of Turkic languages into the life of the international community, 

there is still a danger. “You know that there are six working languages in the United 

Nations: Russian, Arabic, Chinese, English, French, and Spanish. The international scientific 

community worries about the future of other languages, which are not included in this six. 

In addition to them, 5 to 10 languages will remain, the rest, most likely, will disappear in 

the process of globalization. In order to protect Turkic languages from this fate, we need to 

get closer and understand each other,” he said on the sidelines of the 2
nd

 International 

Forum of the Human Sciences “The Great Steppe.” According to him, today in the world 

about 300 million people speak Turkic languages, including Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Uzbek, 

Azerbaijani, Turkmen, Turkish and many others. 

In addition, the president of the Turkish Historical Society Refik Turan advised the Turkic 

states to use the Turkic philosophy, culture and literature in solving issues of preserving 

their independence and emerging from difficult situations, Kazinform reports. “This century 

is very important. We must convey our entire history and values to our new generations. 

The generation that forgets its history has no future ... Today, the main goal of Turkic states 

is to preserve its independence ... Our countries can unite by studying the economy, 

politics, social and cultural subjects. Turkic culture, philosophy, literature are very strong – 

these are the sources of our values. I think that every time when our peoples fall into 

depression or a state of mental illness, we will need to adhere to our values,” he said, 

speaking at the 2
nd

 International Forum of Human Sciences “The Great Steppe”. Refik 

Turan remembered the history of the Turkic world, when in the 10
th
 century peoples were 

set against each other. And the events turned into a tragedy for the Islamic, and in 

particular for the Turkic world. The new revival of the Islamic and Turkic worlds began 

from the moment of entering the international arena of the Ottoman Empire, which became 

one of the three leading states of the world. Its disintegration, which happened, as he 

called because of mental illness, became the basis for the collapse of the Turkic world. 
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PREPARATION FOR THE SUMMIT OF CASPIAN COUNTRIES 

According to the previously established plan, the Caspian countries hold various activities that 

somehow discuss the agenda of the future summit of Heads of Caspian countries. In particular, 

during the reporting period, experts discussed the legal convention of the Caspian Sea in 

Ashgabat.  

According to the press service of the Government of Turkmenistan, the 49
th
 meeting of special 

working group on the development of the Convention on Legal Status of the Caspian Sea at 

the level of deputy foreign ministers of the Caspian states was held in Ashgabat. 

At the meeting, heads of delegations of the Caspian states presented their states’ positions on 

certain provisions of this convention. It was emphasized that a number of key points of the 

convention, the basic international treaty regulating the most important aspects of the activities 

of riparian states including in areas of their national jurisdiction, had been agreed upon. 

“The draft document also includes modern principles and norms of international law in the 

field of navigation, environmental protection and rational use of natural resources, in 

particular, the use of biological resources of the Caspian Sea and the mineral resources of its 

bottom and subsoil,” the information says. 

Earlier it was reported that such important documents as the Framework Convention for the 

Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea and an agreement on cooperation in 

the field of security were also signed. 

In July 1998, an agreement between Kazakhstan and Russia on delineation of the bottom of the 

northern part of the Caspian Sea in order to exercise sovereign rights to subsoil use was 

concluded, and in May 2002 – a protocol to this agreement.  On 29
th
 of November, 2001 and 

27
th
 of February, 2003, an agreement between Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan on delimitation of 

the Caspian Sea bottom and a protocol to it were concluded. 

Also, on May 14
th
, 2003, an agreement was reached between Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and 

Russia on the point of junction of the lines of delineation, adjacent sections of the Caspian Sea 

bottom. 
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KAZAKHSTAN WILL ASSIST KYRGYZSTAN 

In the reporting period, the Majilis of the Kazakh Parliament approved a bill “On ratification 

of the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the 

Government of the Kyrgyz Republic on the development of economic cooperation in the 

conditions of Eurasian economic integration,” the TASS agency reports. 

“In accordance with the agreement, the Kazakh side will provide assistance worth $100 

million to the Kyrgyz side to facilitate the integration processes of the Kyrgyz Republic into 

the Eurasian Economic Union (EurAsEC),” said Minister of National Economy of Kazakhstan 

Timur Suleimenov, presenting the bill to the deputies. 

According to him, the assistance will be provided for the implementation of activities 

envisaged by the “road maps” for the accession of Kyrgyzstan to the Eurasian Economic 

Community. “In particular, to improve the customs infrastructure in the Kyrgyz section of 

the EAEC customs border, to bring the sanitary, veterinary and phytosanitary systems of the 

Kyrgyz Republic in compliance with the requirements of the Eurasian Economic 

Community,” T. Suleimenov explained. 

It is planned that assistance will be provided step-by-step in accordance with separate 

intergovernmental protocols on technical assistance in the form of cash, training services, 

and goods. The procedure for providing assistance, as well as mechanisms for monitoring 

its implementation, will be determined by a separate protocol. 

According to the lawmaking procedure, after approval of the Majilis, the bill will be 

submitted to the Senate (upper chamber) of the Parliament for consideration. 

EurAsEC is an international integration economic association with participation of Russia, 

Belarus, Kazakhstan, Armenia and Kyrgyzstan. EurAsEC started its work on January 1, 2015. 

 

 
 

4 

 



 
RESULTS OF THE EU-CHINA SUMMIT  

On May 31- June 2, this year, Premier of the State Council of China Li Keqiang visited Germany 

and Belgium, where he attended the EU-China summit. The main purpose of the visit of the 

Chinese Prime Minister to Europe was to involve key European countries in his initiative The 

Belt and Road. As is known in mid-May at the Forum in Beijing, there were practically no 

leaders of the G-7 countries. That is why the pre-planned summit was cleverly used by the 

Chinese authorities to attract additional attention to their initiative. 

So, following the important summit, several significant results were achieved. As the European 

media writes, China and the European Union agreed to create an alliance to combat climate 

change in order to neutralize the negative consequences of the possible withdrawal of the US 

from the Paris Climate agreement. The 19
th
 China-EU summit, as a rule, ends with the signing 

of major agreements. But this time the main agreement was a document on combating climate 

change. By the way, this decision is especially noticeable from two points of view: on the one 

hand, Europeans show the United States that they will cooperate with other world powers, 

which announced their withdrawal from the Paris agreement. On the other hand, the Chinese 

themselves openly demonstrate their willingness to take on more responsibility and promote 

the idea of globalization. 

In this document, according to the Financial Times, Beijing and Brussels agreed to take 

measures to accelerate the process of irreversible withdrawal from fossil fuels and the 

implementation of the “historic achievements” of the Paris Climate Agreement. According to the 

newspaper, the alliance formed by the EU and China is a clear manifestation of the 

international frustration of US President Trump, who has already begun to abolish the 

measures within the framework of the Paris Agreement which were agreed by his predecessor, 

Barack Obama, and which are taken almost by every country in the world in December 2015. 

However, representatives of the EU and China also signed a number of other documents. For 

example, the EU agreed to provide China with 10 million Euros so that it could realize its plan 

for market regulation of emissions to the environment this year. China and the EU also agreed 

to help poor countries to develop an economy based on green technologies. 
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RESULTS OF THE MEETING IN RIYADH 

On May 20
th
, this year, several important events took place in the capital of Saudi Arabia. 

First, there was held an Arab-Muslim summit with the participation of the United States. 

Second, a separate meeting of the Arab countries took place. 

Leaders of the Central Asian countries took an active part in the course of the Arab-Muslim 

summit. This event has acquired special significance due to the participation of the US 

President D.Trump, who made the first visit to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), 

contrary to established traditions. More than 50 countries were invited to the event, 

including the heads of six countries of the Persian Gulf, Egypt, Jordan, as well as Turkey 

and Azerbaijan. 

Experts note that the inclusion of the United States as an active participant in the discussion 

of security issues in the Middle East and the Persian Gulf creates a new reality and the 

alignment of forces in these regions. Frankly, experts are concerned that the change of 

geopolitical appearance of the Persian Gulf is possible, especially with the new US 

administration, it can create a number of new conflict points. The creation or formatting of 

relations in the US-Saudi Arabia link can affect their relations with the closest partners of 

Kazakhstan such as Russia, Turkey, Azerbaijan and other countries. 

It is noteworthy that on the margins of the summit there were separate meetings of the 

leaders of participating countries. Thus, the world media noted the meeting of three 

presidents - Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. As noted by European media, Nursultan 

Nazarbayev, Shavkat Mirziyoyev and Emomali Rahmon met in an exceptionally friendly and 

warm atmosphere. This meeting aroused great interest in the world community and was 

assessed as a real picture of friendship in Central Asia. 

At the same time, results of the summit were not so rosy. As is known, Saudi Arabia 

carrying out these activities pursued certain goals. On the one hand, Riyadh planned to 

restart relations with the new US leadership after the difficulties with the previous 

administration of Barack Obama.  
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The decision of the KSA to invest $40 billion in the development of the US infrastructure 

can be considered in the same context. Holding of the Summit, the first of its kind in 

history, met the goal of strengthening the image of Saudi Arabia as the leader of the Islamic 

world. 

On the other hand, the Kingdom intended to use the US need to strengthen its role in the 

Middle East in deterring Iran, and, importantly, in supporting the operation in Yemen. By 

the way, in March of this year, the Trump administration abolished the decision to reduce 

the sale of American weapons to Riyadh, adopted in 2016 by Obama against the backdrop 

of another escalation of the humanitarian crisis in Yemen. 

Proceeding from this, one of the main results of the summit was the actual consolidation of 

the positions of  Arab countries in deterring Iran. It is noteworthy that the summit was held 

against the backdrop of the presidential elections in Iran, where the president Hassan 

Rouhani still managed to win elections in the first round. 

Summarizing the results of Trump's visit to the KSA and results of the summit, the following 

conclusions can be drawn: 

According to a number of statements of the US officials, Washington decided to reformat 

the region of the Middle East, the Persian Gulf with the transfer of the moderator functions 

to Saudi Arabia. Supporting the idea of creating a specific mechanism or structure to ensure 

collective security in the region, the United States supports a kind of fragmentation of the 

region. At the same time, other participants are involved in the new format. 

The new mechanisms proposed by the US are directed not only against Iran, but also all 

countries that support the IRI and Syria. This means that it is likely that a new round of 

confrontation in the Middle East with the participation of a wider range of players will 

begin. If Washington succeeds in consolidating positions of the Arab Sunni states in the 

fight against terrorism, this may be expressed in a more aggressive approach to the crises in 

the Middle East. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and 

Turkey, the International Turkic Academy is an international organization that 

conducts and coordinates a comprehensive study of languages, culture and history 

of the Turkic world from ancient times to the present day. The Turkic Academy 

promotes cooperation between research and development and education centers, 

studying Turkish world. 

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 

Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 

 @intturkicacadem 

  https://www.facebook.com/Intturkicacadem 

 

 


