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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  

in the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely information and an objective 

assessment on  relevant issues in the agenda of Turkic countries.  

 

Тurkic Weekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, published by the 

International Turkic Academy. 
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EXPO 2017 IS OPENED IN ASTANA 
On June 9th, the solemn opening of the World Exposition EXPO-2017 on "Future Energy" 

took place in Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan. With the participation of Heads of 17 

states, President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev has opened the world exhibition. 

The next three months the main symbol of the world ecological movement will be the 

main building of EXPO. 

 

As world publications note, this is one of the most large-scale events in Kazakhstan and 

the whole region in the last few years. Undoubtedly, EXPO is a global event; its 

importance is comparable to global economic forums, and its tourist attraction is 

comparable to the most popular events, such as the Olympics and the World Cup. 

 

Publications and TV channels from many countries showed their interest to the exhibition. 

The solemn part of the opening ceremony was held in the Congress Center, and then  it 

continued with the concert program "Symphony of the Great Steppe" in the Amphitheater. 

The audience watched a massive musical and choreographic performance, consisting of 

separate numbers, dedicated to various historical periods connected by a single storyline. 

During this costume performance, which involved about 600 artists, all the natural 

elements and their possibilities for obtaining renewable energy were demonstrated. 

 

The show itself is a multi-faceted, spectacular, dynamic visualization of the entire history 

of Kazakh  people. It reflects the main stages of Kazakhstan's development, from the 

mythological creation of the world to the present day. 

 

After the end of the show, the audience greeted Heads of State who were on a special 

rostrum. Then the national flag was brought to the stage and the national anthem of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan sounded. Furthermore, one by one, the attributes of 115 countries 

participating in the EXPO were brought to the scene. In his welcoming speech, President 

Nursultan Nazarbayev thanked all countries that supported Kazakhstan during the voting 

for the venue of the EXPO 2017. 
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"In November 2012 in Paris, representatives of more than 100 states gave us the high 

honor of entrusting this exhibition. I want to express my gratitude for the approval of our 

application and the proposed topic. An exhibition of this scale is not only the effort of 

one country; it is the work of the international community that presented its achievements 

at this exhibition. The international EXPO in Astana is a new peak of our country's 

development - the national brand of Kazakhstan in the global space. 

 

Declaring the theme "Future Energy", we expect to be at the very core of scientific 

progress. We also invite everyone to visit our regions, to get acquainted with the unique 

nature, historical heritage. Everywhere you go, you will meet hospitality," said the Head of 

Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev.  

 

Nursultan Nazarbayev also thanked everyone who participated in the implementation of 

the large-scale project. 

 

After the official part of the ceremony, the audience watched a laser show on the sphere 

of "Nur Alem" and the incredibly beautiful fireworks. 

 

The organizers remind that the exhibition will last 3 months and the pavilions can be 

visited starting from the 10th of June. 

 

It is expected that two million people will visit EXPO in Astana, 85 percent of which are 

Kazakhstanis, the rest are foreign citizens, mainly from CIS and China, and less from 

Europe, Turkey and the United States.  

 

The Kazakhstani pavilion "Nur Alem" is the central object of the exhibition. Its area is five 

thousand square meters. This is the only building in the world, made in the form of a 

sphere of finished shape with a diameter of 80 meters. The facility includes the "Future 

Energy Museum", where the zone of acquaintance with Kazakhstan will be located, as 

well as the main types of energy. There is also an exposition on "Future Astana - the 

capital of Kazakhstan in 2050", a space energy hall, "Creative energy" zone with 28 

Kazakhstani scientific developments and projects on the concept of "green" economy, as 

well as a model of the material science thermonuclear reactor "Tokamak" and a media 

wall with Initiatives of the Head of State in the field of energy and environmental 

protection. 

 

In general, it is worth noting that the world media expressed admiration for the opening 

ceremony itself, which was striking in scope and content. The event was especially 

significant due to the fact that its opening was attended by heads of 8 countries of the 

SCO members who had finished the SCO summit the day before, which also took place in 

the capital of Kazakhstan. 
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THE SCO ENTERED A NEW STAGE: SUMMIT RESULTS IN ASTANA 
On June 8-9

th
 of this year, the regular SCO summit was held in Astana. Even before the 

beginning, this summit was designated as a historical and particularly significant. 

 

As was expected, following the summit in Astana, India and Pakistan received the official 

status of full-fledged participants in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. 

 

On 9
th
 of June, the second day of the summit was held in the Palace of Independence, 

where heads of the member states of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization held a 

meeting in a narrow format. After, the heads of state continued the meeting in an 

expanded format. Representatives of observer states and international organizations joined 

them. 

 

The meeting chaired by the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan 

Nazarbayev was attended by heads of Uzbekistan, China, Russia, Tajikistan, as well as 

representatives from the observer countries and dialogue partners. 

 

Also the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Antonio Guterres, as well as leaders of 

the CIS, CSTO and ASEAN participated in the event. 

 

Observers note that over the past years the SCO has taken a firm place in the international 

arena as an authoritative interstate organization and has become an effective mechanism 

for multilateral cooperation.  

 

Based on previously adopted documents, at the summit India and Pakistan were formally 

accepted to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. Receiving the status of a member of 

the SCO by India and Pakistan will increase the organization's potential and will further 

enhance its role in the international arena as a multilateral mechanism to address the  
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pressing problems of our time, ensure security, stability and sustainable development in 

the region and in the whole world.  

  

Speaking at the summit, Nursultan Nazarbayev said: "Significant work has been done to 

strengthen security in the region, deepen economic cooperation, and expand cultural and 

humanitarian cooperation between our countries. An impressive contractual legal 

framework is formed, strong institutional foundations are created, regional and global 

importance is growing. A new history of our organization begins at the summit in Astana.  

The current meeting is held in a six-sided format for the last time. We agreed to sign a 

decision on the completion of the admission procedure and granting the status of the 

"SCO member state" to India and Pakistan. Acceptance of new members will give a 

powerful impetus to the development of the organization, will contribute to the growth of 

its international authority." 

 

According to the Chinese leader, China also positively assesses the prospects of the SCO. 

In particular, Xi Jinping said: "We propose to develop an agreement on trade facilitation in 

the SCO, to study the feasibility of creating free trade zones in order to gradually achieve 

free movement of products, capital, services and technologies. We support the 

coordination of the program for the development of road transport between member 

countries of the SCO. This will allow to develop a regional transport network and to 

uncover transit potential." 

 

At the same time, participants expressed their views on pressing issues of security in the 

SCO space. In particular, participants exchanged views on international and regional 

issues. They expressed concern over growing threat of terrorist and extremist groups. In 

the opinion of Russian President Vladimir Putin, in order to confront the danger, it is 

necessary to cooperate more actively with countries both inside and outside the 

organization. The escalation of the conflict in Afghanistan was indicated by V. Putin as 

one of the most serious threats for the SCO region. He proposed to resume the work of 

the SCO-Afghanistan Contact Group. 

 

In general, the SCO summit in Astana was assessed by the world community as an 

important event in world politics. The expansion of the SCO has already increased the 

attention of the international community and global players to the Organization. 
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KAZAKHSTAN-CHINESE COOPERATION MOVES TO A NEW LEVEL 

On the eve of the SCO summit, Chinese leader paid an official visit to Kazakhstan. Almost 

all observers note that the Chinese leadership especially highlights Kazakhstan in the list 

of foreign policy partners. This is confirmed by the fact that the first foreign visit of Xi 

Jinping after the International forum on "The Belt and Road" in Beijing is to Kazakhstan. It 

is worth noting that the implementation of the Chinese Belt and Road initiative began 

exactly in Astana, when in 2013 it was announced by the Chinese leader at the 

Nazarbayev University. 

 

During the meeting in a narrow format, President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev 

stressed that relations between two states represent an example for other countries. "We 

have no unsolvable problems, and China is an important partner of Kazakhstan in 

economic terms." Kazakhstan's President added that more than 100 million tons of oil and 

180 billion cubic meters of gas were delivered to China through Kazakhstan until today. 

According to the data of Chinese customs services, the trade increased by 46%, and 

according to the data of Kazakhstan, by 30%. 

 

Regarding the topic of China's active participation in the Belt and Road Project, Nursultan 

Nazarbayev recalled that in the framework of this project, the "Bright Road (Nurly Zhol)" 

contract was signed, through which a railway from the Chinese border to the Caspian Sea 

was built. The project will connect the Chinese border port of Khorgos and the city of 

Almaty. Thus, there is a link between Central Asia and China.  

 

Noteworthy that before the visit, Kazakhstanskaya Pravda Newspaper published an article 

of the Chairman of the PRC on the prospects for cooperation of Kazakhstan and China. In 

this article, the Chinese leader highly appreciates the Kazakh-Chinese relations, and also 

expresses confidence in further progressive development of bilateral relations. 

 

In Astana Xi Jinping noted: "Indeed, it is great pleasure to me. A meeting with you is very 

sympathetic to me - this is my third trip to beautiful Kazakhstan.  
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Such close contacts between us are at all levels, at the highest level. They fully 

demonstrate the strategic nature of Chinese-Kazakhstan relations. We can say that we 

serve as a model of relations between states," Chinese leader said. 

 

The sides held an open dialogue; moreover heads of two states signed a joint statement. 

In As a result, a number of agreements were concluded.  

 

- An agreement between governments of Kazakhstan and China on the exemption from 

taxation of certain types of income of the Chinese-Kazakh fund for cooperation of 

productive capacities that are investing directly in Kazakhstan was signed. The parties also 

signed an agreement on cooperation in the construction of "Chukurbulak (Almaly)" a joint 

defensive dam on the Khorgos River; 

 

- Memorandum between the Ministry of Finance of Kazakhstan and the State Tax 

Administration of the People's Republic of China on mutual understanding and 

cooperation on tax issues; Memorandum on strengthening cooperation  in the field of 

transport infrastructure. A protocol between the Ministry of Agriculture of Kazakhstan and 

the Central Administration of the People's Republic of China for Quality Supervision, 

Inspection and Quarantine on the inspection, quarantine and veterinary and  sanitary 

requirements for frozen meat of small cattle (lamb and goat meat), exported from 

Kazakhstan to China, was also signed. 

 

The "Samruk-Kazyna" fund and the Committee for the Promotion of International Trade of 

China signed an agreement on cooperation. Along with this, an agreement on cooperation 

in the field of joint film production was concluded; Memorandum of understanding and 

joint cooperation between the state TV channel "Kazakhstan" and the central television of 

China, as well as an agreement on scientific and cultural cooperation between the Library 

of the First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Chinese Academy of Social 

Sciences were concluded. 

 

In addition, Kazakhstan and China entered into an agreement on a joint film project for 

the first time. Thus, a solemn ceremony of filming the "Composer" movie took place in 

the National Academic Library of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The event was held as part 

of signing the Intergovernmental Agreement between the Ministry of Culture and Sports of 

the Republic of Kazakhstan and the State Administration of the PRC on the issues of press, 

cinema, radio and television. 

 

In conclusion, it should be noted that Kazakhstan and China are implementing a large-

scale investment program, which provides construction of 51 enterprises in Kazakhstan. 

According to the latest data, 3 of them have already been put into operation; more than 

10 enterprises are under implementation. 

 

In general, the political will of two leaders contributes to the comprehensive deepening of 

Kazakh-Chinese ties, as well as to the implementation of the project of joining Nurly Zhol 

and the Chinese Belt and Road initiative. 
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SITUATION AROUND QATAR AGGRAVATES  
Big changes take place in the Middle East recently. There is every indication to talk about 

a new round of geopolitical crisis in this region. And it is not about Syria this time. The 

information conflict between Qatar and other monarchies in the Persian Gulf 

overshadowed Syrian themes. 

 

As is known, on June 5th, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the UAE and Egypt broke off diplomatic 

relations with Qatar and closed all borders. The formal reason was a message on the State 

News Agency of Qatar, in which the Emir of Qatar criticized Saudi Arabia, and also 

supported Iran. Later, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Qatar announced the hacking of 

the website of the news agency. But this fact was no longer taken into account by the 

Arab monarchies, which reacted instantly. 

 

The next day it was announced that Qatar financed the activities of terrorist organizations, 

including Daesh, Al-Qaeda, Muslim Brotherhood. The Financial Times gave an evidence 

that Qatar allocated 1 billion dollars to terrorists. But even here the Qatari authorities 

expressed their arguments, saying that this was a payment to terrorists for the ransom of 

captive citizens of Qatar. 

 

The arguments of the Qatari authorities were not so convincing, and a small anti-Qatar 

coalition continued to take action. Today, it is known that the authorities of the following 

countries gave 48 hours to all diplomats of Qatar to leave the country. Diplomatic 

relations were broken. 

 

The United States appears to be perplexed. Just a week ago, the US President Donald 

Trump visited Riyadh, where he met with all leaders of the region, including the 

leadership of Qatar. Washington did not hide its intention to establish the informal 

coalition that would restrain Iran. But Washington did not really expect a reverse reaction.  
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The United States is trying to maintain close ties with all regional powers in the Middle 

East. In this regard, Washington is extremely disadvantaged by the confrontation between 

these Arab countries. Especially considering that the largest US airbase in the region is in 

Qatar. 

 

At the same time, there are other estimates too. So, some experts believe that the latest 

actions of Arab countries were agreed with the US. Washington wants to play a more 

active role in Syria and for this purpose intends to weaken the funding of various terrorist 

groups by forces of Saudi Arabia and other countries of the region. And they started with 

Qatar, which according to most observers, finance many terrorist organizations. 

 

Regarding consequences of the confrontation in the Middle East, any changes in this 

region directly affect the price of oil; and, accordingly, on the world economy. 

 

Now OPEC members act according to the plan to reduce oil production. Somehow all 

OPEC members adhere to the accepted norms. It is difficult to predict now how the Qatari 

authorities will behave in this situation. It is possible that Qatar will try to suspend the 

agreement and increase production. However, there will be a question about the delivery 

routes.  

 

By the way, the destabilization of the situation in the Middle East and the Persian Gulf 

does not always affect the price of oil. For example, during these days the oil market 

reacts with serious growth. So according to the latest data, the price of Brent oil added 

1.4%, reaching $50.65 per barrel. But if the crisis in the region drags on, then different 

players can take different measures. In addition, Qatar, as already mentioned, may 

withdraw from the agreement on the reduction of oil production. And increased oil 

production by Qatar on the contrary may reduce oil prices. 

 

From the other side, it is well known that this is not the first such scandal between Qatar 

and Saudi Arabia. The parties have always competed among themselves. Qatar always 

differed from most Arab countries in that it had a dissenting opinion. In this respect, the 

assessments that Qatar always negatively reacts to the Arab-Iranian confrontation, are 

entirely justified. 

 

In this situation, the important was a position of the key player in the region - Turkey. 

Against the backdrop of the development of conflict in the Persian Gulf, the Turkish 

authorities decided to increase a number of their military, who may be on the Turkish 

base in Qatar. 

 

No matter how the situation develops around Qatar, it is clear that the only right way is to 

start a political dialogue between key players and interested parties.   
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, 

the International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and 

coordinates a comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic 

world from ancient times to the present day. The Turkic Academy promotes 

cooperation between research and development and education centers, studying 

Turkish world. 

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 

Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 

 @intturkicacadem 

  https://www.facebook.com/Intturkicacadem 

 

 


