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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  

in the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely information and an objective 

assessment on  relevant issues in the agenda of Turkic countries.  

 

Тurkic Weekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, published by the 

International Turkic Academy. 
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ASTANA ECONOMIC FORUM SETS TRENDS 
Last week, traditional and already the 10th Astana Economic Forum took place in 

Kazakhstan. This event annually gathers leading experts of the world in the field of 

economy and state administration. This year, the Forum brought together the economic 

elite from all over the world in Astana.  

Among the participants this year are Chairman of the DP World, Chairman of the JPMorgan 

Chase International corporation, economist and trader Nassim Taleb (author of the Black 

Swan theory) and leading experts and economists, including Nobel laureates.  

This year, the main topic of the Forum selected by organizers  was New Energy - New 

Economy. As participants note, the program is very rich as always. 

On 16
th
 of June, a traditional panel session with the participation of the President of 

Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev was held. Speaking at the AEF, N.Nazarbayev touched 

upon a wide range of issues. The Head of State noted that the anniversary Astana 

Economic Forum is held at a historically crucial moment for the Eurasian space. "With the 

accession of India and Pakistan to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, in fact, a new 

global player with a market capacity of 3 billion people has been created. Involvement of 

the SCO countries in the program of the Great Silk Road revival creates a new economic 

sub region. The UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres noted that the SCO "is an 

important foundation of today's world order," and the most powerful tool for preserving 

peace is inclusive development. "This Forum is dedicated to inclusive and sustainable 

development," Nursultan Nazarbayev said. 

"The world needs a gradual transition to a new economic model." It should be based on 

clean energy, joint efforts and collective responsibility, taking into account the interests of 

the whole world," Nursultan Nazarbayev said.  

In addition, Nursultan Nazarbayev emphasized that economic growth should be based on 

the development of clean energy and preservation of the environment and stressed the 

importance of universal implementation of the Paris Agreement. 
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Also, the President of Kazakhstan reported on the large-scale activities in the country within 

the framework of the Third Modernization of Kazakhstan and the measures taken to 

modernize the energy sector. 

"10 years ago we were the first in the CIS to adopt the Environmental Code. In 2012, the 

Law on Energy Saving and Energy Efficiency Improvement was introduced. In the same 

year, our country won the right to hold the International Specialized Exhibition EXPO-2017 

on the territory of which we are now. The theme of the exposition is the "Future Energy ", 

- said the Head of State. 

It should be noted that about 20 events were held in the first days of the Forum. These are 

panel sessions, round tables, and press conferences. Experts of the World Bank have 

already presented the results of a systemic diagnosis of the economy of Kazakhstan. Also, 

the forum participants discussed prospects of the EAEC, the establishment of ties between 

Arab states, countries of Europe and the CIS, transport and logistics potential of the New 

Silk Road, and the investment attractiveness of Kazakhstan. 

As the First Vice-Minister of the National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Ruslan 

Dalenov noted the most urgent issues of economic development were discussed during the 

Forum. Also, issues of new trends in the global economy were in the agenda. How 

countries work at the local level was considered too. 

The main result of the 10th Astana Economic Forum was the adoption of a document 

containing main recommendations for economic policy to ensure sustainable growth. 
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UN SECRETARY GENERAL VISITED CENTRAL ASIAN COUNTRIES 
In the reporting period, the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has completed his tour 

to Central Asia, which started on June 8th. 

Recall that on June 8th, A. Guterres arrived in Kazakhstan, where he took part in the SCO 

summit in Astana. Speaking at the summit, the UN Secretary General said: "The SCO plays 

an important role in promoting mutual understanding, dialogue, stability and development 

in much of Eurasia. You jointly fight against many modern threats to peace and security, 

including terrorism, extremism, drug trafficking and organized crime. These complex 

problems require a collective response". 

He also congratulated India and Pakistan on joining the SCO, stressing that this 

organization is the most important platform for constructive dialogue, promoting peace and 

stability in the region. 

It should be noted that during his visit to Kazakhstan, Guterres held a meeting with the 

President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev. He noted the important role of Kazakhstan 

in the international arena, emphasizing that now this country is one of the non-permanent 

members of the UN Security Council. 

In the rest of the tour period, the UN Secretary General visited all 4 other countries of the 

region. 

On June 10th, the Secretary General arrived in the Uzbek city of Samarkand, where he met 

with the President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev. In the afternoon, the head of the UN 

arrived in Karakalpakstan, where he visited the cemetery of ships in the Aral Sea in Nukus. 

At the meeting with the Uzbek President, the UN Secretary-General discussed issues of 

Uzbekistan's cooperation with the United Nations in the context of achieving goals of 

sustainable development, as well as the problems of regional security. 

Antonio Guterres said that visiting the Aral Sea, once the fourth largest closed sea and now 

almost dead, became a huge shock for him. He said that what happened to the Aral Sea 

was the greatest environmental disaster of our time. 
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On June 11th, the UN Secretary General arrived in Bishkek. After meeting with the 

President of Kyrgyzstan Almazbek Atambayev, Antonio Guterres went to the city of Osh to 

participate in events dedicated to June 2010. Speaking at a press conference in Bishkek, the 

Secretary General recalled his cooperation with Kyrgyzstan as the UN High Commissioner 

for Refugees. He noted the desire of the people of this country for democracy and the rule 

of law. In this context Guterres called Kyrgyzstan "a pioneer of democracy" in Central Asia. 

He told to the people of Kyrgyzstan that the United Nations will provide the country with 

all necessary support for achieving goals of sustainable development and combating 

climate change. 

Speaking at the ceremony in Osh, Guterres highly appreciated the endurance that the locals 

showed after the tragic events of 2010. He expressed his condolences to relatives and 

friends of those who have suffered the outbreak of inter-ethnic violence seven years ago. 

Guterres recalled that ethnic and cultural diversity does not pose a threat to the planet, but 

makes our world even richer. 

On June 12th, the UN Head visited Tajikistan, and on June 13th - Turkmenistan. In 

Dushanbe, Antonio Guterres spoke at a conference on sustainable development, and in 

Ashgabat participated in a high-level dialogue on the implementation of the strategy to 

combat terrorism in Central Asia. During the visit, the UN Secretary General visited the 

Sarez Lake, and also flew over the Pamir Mountains. 

"The Secretary General said that he was struck by consequences of climate change in 

Tajikistan. About thirty percent of glaciers in this country have already melted," the UN 

Information Center announced. 

The UN Head called for strengthening the fight against climate change, stressing that 

humanity has no right to waste time. Countries of Central Asia are facing serious 

consequences of global warming. The glaciers are melting in the region, the process of 

desertification is growing, rivers are disappearing and the Aral Sea is almost dry. Over the 

past decades, the area of glaciers in Tajikistan has decreased by 30-35%. In Turkmenistan, 

the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres will participate in the dialogue on the 

implementation of the UN Global Strategy to Combat Terrorism. 

Also, the head of the UN paid an unannounced earlier visit to Afghanistan. In Kabul, he 

met with the President of this country Ashraf Ghani, and also visited a camp for internally 

displaced persons near the capital. 
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TURKEY PARTICIPATES IN THE SETTLEMENT OF THE SITUATION AROUND QATAR 
During the reporting period, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey Mevlut Cavusoglu paid a 

visit to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The main topic in the negotiations between the 

Turkish Foreign Minister and King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud was the discussion of the 

Qatari crisis and other regional issues. 

As Mevlut Cavusoglu said earlier, Ankara is upset by the decision of a number of Arab 

countries to break off diplomatic relations with Qatar and calls for the continuation of the 

dialogue. 

Meanwhile, the week before last, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said that, at the 

same time with the decision to open the Turkish military base in Qatar, he was proposed to 

create a military base in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia during a meeting with the King. 

According to Erdogan, King of Saudi Arabia Salman bin Abdulaziz said that Riyadh would 

consider this option. "Until now, Turkey has not received a response from Saudi Arabia 

about the deployment of a military base on the territory of this country," Erdogan said. 

Recall that on 5
th
 of June this year, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the UAE announced a 

break in diplomatic relations with Qatar, accusing Doha of supporting terrorist 

organizations and destabilizing the situation in the Middle East. Subsequently, the 

authorities of eastern Libya, Yemen, Maldives and Mauritius also announced the break of 

relations with Qatar. 

 

 

 

5 
 



 

A DIRECT LINE WITH VLADIMIR PUTIN WAS HELD IN RUSSIA 
On June 15th this year, 15th Direct Line with Russian President Vladimir Putin was held. It 

lasted 3 hours and 56 minutes. During this period, Putin answered 73 questions of Russian 

citizens, including ordinary residents, as well as journalists and public figures. Questions 

concerned the socio-political and socio-economic life of the country, as well as the 

international situation. 

Despite the fact that the most of questions and answers of the Direct Line concerned 

domestic policy, priorities of Russia's foreign policy were also outlined during the event. 

That is important for all countries of Central Asia. 

The significance of this event is also heightened by the fact that it is taking place in a 

difficult international situation. It's no secret that today the international isolation of Russia 

is growing, which is facilitated by the changed relations between Russia and the US, and 

with China. Expected warming of ties with Washington with the presidency of seemingly 

pro-Russian Trump did not happen. At the same time, relations with China also did not 

develop as was planned two years ago. The pairing of the EAEU and SREB has no practical 

results, and as a result, Russian-Chinese relations have become more complicated. This 

increased the tension in Central Asia, where competition between the participants for 

certain transport routes turned into a rigid form.   

In this situation, V. Putin's answers in the Direct Line gave a complete picture of further 

actions of the Russian leadership. Nevertheless, the event was aimed at the internal 

audience, so main theses of the Russian president were encouraging. For example, when 

talking about new sanctions of the US and other Western countries against Russia, V.Putin 

said: "We know that in the United States Senate the bill over tightening of these sanctions 

was raised again. By the way, why? After all, nothing extraordinary happens. Why with no 

reason, they started talking about these sanctions again? Of course, this is also evidence of 

the ongoing internal political struggle in the States, but anyway, I consider it happens with 

no reason. If there were no Crimea, no other problems, they would find something else to 

restrain Russia." 

In general, the Direct Line has also shown that an internal protest potential appears in 

Russia, and the sanctions policy of external forces is giving results.  
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, 

the International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and 

coordinates a comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic 

world from ancient times to the present day. The Turkic Academy promotes 

cooperation between research and development and education centers, studying 

Turkish world. 
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Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 
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