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Тurkic Weekly aims to keep you regularly informed on the latest news of the Turkic World. 
Turkic Weekly provides you with reliable information and timely analysis on key political, 
socio-economic and scientific events across Turkic-speaking states. 

This Newsletter is diligently prepared by the International Union of Turkic Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONSTRUCTION OF TURKISH AKKUYU NPP STARTED 

 

 
On April 3, Presidents of Turkey and Russia Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Vladimir Putin took 
part in the solemn ceremony of the construction start of the first unit of the Akkuyu nuclear 
power plant. 

As it is known, Recep Tayyip Erdogan invited Vladimir Putin to take part in the launch of 
the first unit of the Akkuyu nuclear power plant; both presidents took part in the 
construction start. President of Turkey R.T. Erdogan said that the Akkuyu project will 
become a symbol of cooperation of two states and in 2023, Turkey intends to be 10th 
Economy of the world.  

In turn, President Vladimir Putin stressed that the project will use advanced engineering 
technologies and will meet the strictest environmental requirements. 

R.T. Erdogan expects to launch the first NPP in Turkey Akkuyu in 2023. According to an 
agreement with V. Putin, the construction will be carried out by Rosatom.  

The Akkuyu NPP with four VVER-1200 (or WWER-1200) power units will be built in the 
Mersin province on the Mediterranean coast. It is planned that it will provide about 10% 
of total electricity production in Turkey. The total cost of the Akkuyu NPP construction is 
$20 billion. 

 

 

 



PRESIDENTS OF RUSSIA, IRAN AND TURKEY MET IN ANKARA 

 

 
On April 4, heads of Turkey and Russia, Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Vladimir Putin, agreed 
to coordinate positions on political issues, primarily on the Syrian issue, as part of a 
trilateral meeting with the participation of Iranian President Hassan Rouhani.  

Another meeting of the guarantor countries within the framework of the mechanism, laid 
down in Astana in May 2017, was needed after events in Syria. As is known, at that meeting 
the parties agreed on the establishment of de-escalation zones in Homs, East Gut, and 
Idlib. After the start of operations, the parties checked the hours again in November 2017 
during the trilateral meeting in Sochi.  

And now, after a successful Turkish operation in Kurdish Afrin and a Syrian operation in 
East Gut against terrorists and implacable armed opposition, the parties once again 
discussed steps for near future. First of all, attention was paid to the mechanism of de-
escalation.  

Obviously, the parties continue to territorially consolidate zones of influence of the Syrian 
government and the opposition-minded dialogue, what will enable the guarantor 
countries of agreements to better control the situation on the ground, and also to promote 
future political reforms. 

The political process, in particular, involves creation of a constitutional commission of 
representatives of government forces and the opposition.  

 
 



KAZAKHSTAN SET A TIMETABLE FOR SCHOOL TRANSFER TO LATIN ALPHABET 

 
The Ministry of Education and Science of Kazakhstan has established a timetable for 
transfer to Latin alphabet in local schools. The corresponding draft Decree is already 
available on the website of the "Open Legal Acts", and its public discussion will last until 
April 20. 

According to this document, educational institutions will completely transfer to a new 
script until 2025. The following scheme has been established:  

• 0, 1 grades - 2020; 

• 0, 1 and 2 grades - 2021; 

• 0, 1, 2 and 3 grades - 2022; 



• 0, 1, 2, 3 and 4 grades - 2023; 

• 0, 1, 2, 3, 4 including 5-9 grades - 2024; 

• 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5-9 including 10, 11 grades - 2025. 

Skill training courses for teachers will be organized beginning from 2019; it is expected that 
more than 192,000 teachers will attend these courses. Teaching aids (textbooks) in Latin 
graphics should be prepared a year before the corresponding grade will begin to use it (for 
example, textbooks for grade 2 will be re-published using Latin script by 2020, for grade 3 
before 2021 and so on). 

In February, President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev approved the Latin version of 
the Kazakh alphabet. It was developed since April 2017. Transition of the alphabet to a new 
script was discussed extensively - as a result, only the third version was approved, without 
digraphs and apostrophes. According to N. Nazarbayev, the transition to the Latin alphabet 
will facilitate the study of the Kazakh language and the inclusion of Kazakhstan in the global 
information space. At the same time, the head of state stressed that the reform should not 
harm the development of other languages and violate the rights of citizens. 

Kazakhstan will become the third state in Central Asia (along with Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan), which transferred to the Latin script after the collapse of the USSR. The 
Cyrillic alphabet is still preserved in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



UZBEKISTAN RESUMED IMPORT OF ELECTRICITY FROM TAJIKISTAN 

 
Uzbekistan has resumed import of electricity from Tajikistan since April 2, 2018. The 
transmission line from the Rehar substation (Tajikistan) to the Gulcha substation 
(Uzbekistan) was launched. 

Uzbekistan and Tajikistan stopped electricity supplies in 2009. Then Uzbekistan left the 
unified energy system of Central Asia. 

Two neighboring Central Asian countries signed an agreement on mutual supplies of 
electricity within the framework of the state visit of the President of Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev to Tajikistan on March 9-10, 2018. 

Uzbekenergo JSC previously reported that Uzbekistan and Tajikistan agreed on the supply 
of electricity in the amount of 1.5 billion kWh during the vegetation period of 2018. 

The company announced that Uzbekistan and Tajikistan will additionally hold talks on the 
supply of electricity for the winter period of 2018-2019. 

Resuming the import of electricity from Tajikistan to Uzbekistan can be considered another 
successful step towards the integration of Central Asia.  

 
 

 

 

 

 



PROGRAM REVIEW OF THE COMMON TURKIC LITERATURE TEXTBOOK

 

The program of the “Common Turkic Literature” textbook was discussed with the 
participation of the Ministries of Education and Science of the Turkic Council member 
countries at the International Turkic Academy.  

Experts and the ministries officials made recommendations for the draft program 
developed by the Academy.  

When all Ministries of Education and Science unanimously accept the program, the 
Academy will begin developing a Common textbook.  

It should be noted that this week the Ministry of Educationof 
Turkey approved a textbook on "Common Turkic History" developed by the  
Turkic Academy and decided to introduce it as a selective subject in 8th 
grades from the next academic year. 
 
 

  

 

 


