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Тurkic Weekly aims to keep you regularly informed on the latest news of the Turkic World. Turkic Weekly 

provides you with reliable information and timely analysis on key political, socio-economic and scientific 

events across Turkic-speaking states. 

This Newsletter is diligently prepared by the International Union of Turkic Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



EARLY PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN AZERBAIJAN 

 

On Wednesday, April 11, presidential elections were held in Azerbaijan. Eight candidates claimed the post 
of the Azerbaijani president, including the acting head of state Ilham Aliyev. Along with him, the following 
candidates participated in the elections: 

▪ Gudrat Hasanguliyev from the party of "People’s Front of Integral Azerbaijan"; 
▪ Zahid Oruj - self-promoted; 
▪ Sardar Mammadov from the Democratic Party; 
▪ Hafiz Hajiyev from the Contemporary Musavat Party; 
▪ Araz Alizade from the Social Democratic Party of Azerbaijan; 
▪ Faraj Guliyev from the National Revival Movement; 
▪ Razi Nurullayev from the "Initiative Frontmen Group". 

According to amendments to the Constitution of Azerbaijan made in the autumn of 2016, the president 
of the country is elected for a period of seven years. In Azerbaijan, there is no lower threshold for voter 
turnout, elections are considered valid with any number of voters. 

The next presidential election in Azerbaijan were scheduled on October 17. However, on February 5, the 
head of state Ilham Aliyev signed a Decree to hold early elections on April 11. 

In last elections, I. Aliyev was the outright winner: according to the exit polls conducted by the French 
Institute of Sociological Research Opinion Way, 86.53% of voters were for I. Aliyev. The American company 
Arthur J.Finkelstein and Associates (AJF) shares practically the same information: 85.57%. The data of Els 
independent research center differs a little: 82.71% of votes.. 

The polling stations closed at 19:00 by local time (18:00 Moscow time). 

Ilham Aliyev has been the leader of Azerbaijan since 2003, re-elected in 2008 and in 2013. 

In Azerbaijan his name is associated with stability, unity of society and with successful development of 
the country. 



PRESIDENT OF KYRGYZSTAN S. JEENBEKOV PAID AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO TURKEY

 
On April 9-11, Kyrgyz President Sooronbay Jeenbekov paid an official visit to Turkey. 

On April 9, he met with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Two Turkic leaders discussed the issues 
of cooperation between two countries. 

As a result, a number of agreements on cooperation in the field of investment, agriculture and social 
insurance of citizens were signed. President R.T. Erdogan also announced that the next summit of the 
Council of Turkic-speaking countries will be held in Bishkek in September. 

At a press conference after the bilateral meeting, Recep Tayyip Erdogan said that "Kyrgyzstan is a special 
country for Turkey." 

Sooronbay Jeenbekov himself assessed his visit to Turkey as a priority in Kyrgyzstan's foreign policy. 
"Cooperation with Turkey is one of main directions of the foreign policy to Kyrgyzstan. The issue of social 
security of migrants is solved. A new page in relations between Kyrgyzstan and Turkey is opened. These 
are words of Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and I completely agree", - S. Jeenbekov noted during meetings 
with representatives of the Kyrgyz diaspora in Ankara yesterday. 

Turkish leader Recep Tayyip Erdogan was also pleased with the result of the talks with his Kyrgyz 
counterpart. "Kyrgyzstan is especially important for us. Our businessmen have great investment 
opportunities ... More than 3 thousand Kyrgyz students were able to get free education in our country ... 
Turkey is ready to increase trade turnover with Kyrgyzstan to $1 billion," R.T. Erdogan said. 



KYRGYZSTAN DEVELOPS RELATIONS WITH THE EU

 
On April 11-12, President of Kyrgyzstan Sooronbay Jeenbekov paid a working visit to Brussels, which 
resulted as signing of a new partnership agreement between the Kyrgyz Republic and the European Union 
within the framework of the "EU - Central Asia" strategy. 

Bishkek is interested in European investments in priority sectors of the economy. Brussels creates 
conditions for this by developing a new strategy for Central Asia. 

In addition, within the framework of the visit the head of Kyrgyzstan visited the EU institutions, met with 
the EU High Representative Federica Mogherini and the European Commission President Jean-Claude 
Juncker. 

"The trip aims for establishing personal contacts with leaders of the EU institutions, giving new impetus 
to the project of an enlarged Kyrgyzstan's cooperation with the EU, promoting and attracting investments, 
securing basic Kyrgyzstan’s priorities in the framework of the "Taza koom" project (project on provision 
of clean water in the regions), and discussing international security," the head of the Foreign policy 
department of the President’s Office, Mr. Daniyar Sydykov reported earlier. 

It is known that the European Union has developed a new strategy for Central Asia. At present, it is being 
discussed on a bilateral basis with each country of the region. As the EU High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, Vice-President of the European Commission, Federica Mogherini stated in one 
of her visits to the region, the EU considers the Central Asian region not as a beneficiary but as an 
economic partner, while the region itself becomes attractive for European investments. 

Dmitry Orlov, General Director of the East-West Analytical Center (Bishkek), points out that in its new 
strategy for the next five years the EU does not abandon its regional goals. The most attractive area for 
the EU is energy and transport corridors. 

 
 



 PRESENTATION OF 100 NEW KAZAKH TEXTBOOKS PROJECT

 
On April 12, presentation of the project on New Humanitarian Knowledge: 100 New Kazakh Textbooks 
with the participation of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev took place in 
Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan.  

18 textbooks translated and published in Kazakh language as part of implementation of the 
“modernization of identity” program were presented to N. Nazarbayev.  

The President of Kazakhstan noted that the translation of books into Kazakh was done from the original 
language. 

The head of state stressed that this event raised the “modernization of Kazakhstan’s identity” program to 
a new level. 

“This stage opens a way to the horizons of human development through an extended encyclopedic search. 
And now, intellectual development served as an incentive for spiritual revolution,” N. Nazarbayev said. 

He also touched upon the issue of Kazakhstan's transition to the Latin script: "We need to slowly introduce 
a new alphabet. As for me, every day I write Abay’s words using a new alphabet." - N. Nazarbayev said. 
As the President added, the new alphabet will soon be introduced in schools of the country. 

"It's not so difficult if you learn. The same as we’ve learned the alphabet at schools, I think that we will 
introduce a new alphabet very quickly," N. Nazarbayev explained. 

Both projects are of strategic importance for successful development of Kazakhstan as a sovereign, 
independent state. 

 
 



ARDANA BOTAY, THE FIRST KAZAKH WOMAN PILOT OF ARMED FORCES MADE AN INDEPENDENT 
FLIGHT

 
On April 14, on the base of the military unit 53898 of the Air Force of Kazakhstan, senior pilot instructor 
Lieutenant Ardana Botay made her first independent flight on the L-39 combat training aircraft. 

"The first thing we are trying to instill in young pilots is responsibility, patience and the ability to make the 
right decisions independently." The pilot must be confident in his abilities and today Lieutenant Botay 
coped with this task," said squadron commander Major Samat Mukayev, who was preparing Ardana to 
independent flight. 

The press release of the Ministry of Defense of Kazakhstan stated that an independent flight is one of the 
important stages in the career of each pilot. 

This event is also a landmark of the successful development of armed forces of sovereign Kazakhstan. 

 
 


