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Тurkic Weekly aims to keep you regularly informed on the latest news of the Turkic World. Turkic Weekly 

provides you with reliable information and timely analysis on key political, socio-economic and scientific 

events across Turkic-speaking states. 

This Newsletter is diligently prepared by the International Union of Turkic Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EARLY PRESIDENTIAL AND PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS WILL TAKE PLACE IN TURKEY 

 

On June 18, President of the Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced that early presidential 
and parliamentary elections will be held in Turkey on June 24, 2018. This statement was made following 
a meeting with Devlet Bahçeli, the head of the opposition Nationalist Movement Party (Turkish: Milliyetçi 
Hareket Partisi, MHP).  

"Yesterday, in the parliament Devlet Bahçeli proposed to bring forward the date of elections. We 
discussed this proposal. And we agreed on the need of early elections. This decision was taken, the 
elections are scheduled for June 24, 2018. The Higher Election Commission will immediately begin to 
prepare for them," R.T. Erdogan told journalists. 

He reasoned that early elections are necessary for an early transition to the presidential system of 
government. "According to the calendar, the presidential system should enter into force at the end of 
2019. In the meantime, the system works on old patterns, and we often face problems. It turns out that 
we need to wait until November 3, 2019. However, the events in Syria and others force us to overcome 
the existing uncertainty, and urgency becomes the priority," said the Turkish leader. 

Speaking at a meeting of the parliamentary faction of the MHP on Tuesday, April 17, D.Bahçeli said that 
Turkey cannot wait for the next election on November 3, 2019 since the presidential system is not yet 
settled. According to him, the MHP will defend the need for early elections on August 26, 2018. 

The next elections of the president and parliament in Turkey were previously scheduled for November 3, 
2019, after which provisions on the presidential system, adopted at the referendum in April 2017, had to 
come into force.  

 
 
 
 
 



INAUGURATION OF I. ALIYEV 

 
 
On April 18, the inauguration ceremony of Ilham Aliyev, who won the presidential election on April 11, 
was held in the Azerbaijani parliament (Milli Mejlis). Thus, I. Aliyev took office as president of the 
Azerbaijani Republic for the fourth time. 

The reelected president took an oath consisting of two parts - on the Constitution of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan and on the Holy Quran. He promised to serve the people of Azerbaijan worthily. 

"I swear that I will perform the duties of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the best of my 
ability, will observe the Constitution, defend the independence and territorial integrity of the state, serve 
the people with dignity," I.Aliyev said. 

The president vowed to be committed to national and spiritual values and traditions, and knelt before the 
state flag. Then he delivered a solemn speech. 

"First of all, I want to once again express my deep gratitude to my native Azerbaijani people for high trust 
shown to me in this election. I have always felt and feel the support of Azerbaijani people. It gives me 
strength. I rely on this support, and I want to reassure everyone that I will continue to serve the people 
and the Motherland in due course," I.Aliyev emphasized. The ceremony lasted two hours.  

Immediately after the inauguration, the president, together with his family, visited the grave of his father, 
National Leader Heydar Aliyev. The head of the country was waited with an honor guard on the main 
square of the National Flag of Azerbaijan. 

After the inauguration of the Azerbaijani President, all ministers resigned. Now the task of the head of 
state will be the formation of a new government. 

Officials, members of the government, deputies of Milli Majlis and members of the president's family 
were invited to the inauguration of Ilham Aliyev. 



PRESIDENT OF KYRGYZSTAN SIGNED A DECREE ON THE GOVERNMENT RESIGNATION  

 

 
 
On April 19, President of the Kyrgyz Republic Sooronbay Jeenbekov signed a Decree "On the resignation 
of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic". 

Referring to Article 85 Part 6 of the Constitution, Article 13 Part 1 paragraph 5 of the Constitutional Law 
"On the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic", the head of state dismissed the Government. 

According to the Decree, prime minister, vice prime ministers, members of the government will continue 
to fulfill the duties of government members in accordance with previous functions and posts until the 
formation of a new Government. 

The Decree of the president comes into force from the moment of signing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



TASHKENT AND ASHGABAT START GLOBAL PROJECTS 

 

 
 
On April 22, President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov is expected to pay a two-day official 
visit to Tashkent. The heads of state will discuss the implementation of two important projects: the China-
Central Asia-Middle East (Uzbekistan-Turkmenistan-Iran-Oman) Transport Corridor and the Joint 
Development of Fields in the Turkmen sector of the Caspian Sea. 

Recall that Turkmenistan became the first country visited by the new Uzbek president Shavkat Mirziyoyev. 
According to experts, the main reason of this choice was economic pragmatism - Turkmenistan has 
shortest possible routes for Uzbek exports to markets of Middle East, as well as European countries. 
During the return visit of the Turkmen leader, the heads of two states will sum up the first results of 
cooperation. 
The work was carried out continuously since the last visit. So, in November 2017, an agreement on the 
border point of three states - Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan - was signed. This is the most 
important agreement, which has laid the foundation for good-neighborly relations. Over the past year, 
there is a noticeable increase in trade turnover between Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. 
It is expected that at the upcoming talks the leaders of two countries will consider the implementation of 
the transport corridor project from the Chinese to the Turkish ports of the Mediterranean, which includes 
the new international sea port in the city of Turkmenbashi, its opening will be held on May 2. This will 
significantly increase the capacity of the port. 

This corridor also covers the Uzbekistan-Kyrgyzstan-China route; a feasibility study for this project will 
begin in the end of April. In addition, Sh. Mirziyoyev and G. Berdimuhamedov will discuss the construction 
of the Uzbekistan-Turkmenistan-Iran highway. 

Uzbek State Energy Company O'zbekNeftGaz and Turkmennebit (TurkmenistanOil) signed a 
memorandum on joint exploration and development of fields in the Turkmen sector of the Caspian Sea 
last year. This agreement became a breakthrough. Currently, the possibility of creating a pool of countries 
that could invest their capital and technology in the project is being discussed. Azerbaijan has already 
expressed interest in the project. 

Berdimuhamedov's visit to Uzbekistan will end with a visit to the village of Gaybul, in Khorezm region, 
where ethnic Turkmen live. Tashkent, within the framework of the announced strategy for establishing 
good relations with its neighbors, undertook the arrangement of Gaybul. This is the second such project: 
at the end of March, the Uzbek authorities in almost a month and a half rebuilt the Manas settlement, in 
Djizak region, inhabited by ethnic Kyrgyz people. The development of cooperation between two 
neighboring and related countries is extremely important from the perspective of regional integration in 
Central Asia.  



TURKEY AND MONGOLIA SIGNED PLAN OF COOPERATION FOR 2018-2022 

 
 
On April 19, a Cooperation Plan between Mongolia and Turkey for 2018-2022 was signed within the 
framework of the 27th meeting of the General Assembly of the Interregional Association for 
Standardization (GA IAS), which started in Mongolian capital of Ulaanbaatar on Wednesday, 18th of April. 

According to the signed document, the standardization organizations of both countries in the next 4 years 
will take various measures, including: 

• supporting Mongolian producers in the export of their products to the European Union markets; 

• promoting trade and facilitation; 

• elimination of technical barriers in trade; 

• establishment of joint working group responsible for monitoring and metrological support; 

• conducting trainings and implementing capacity development programs in spheres of standardization, 
certification, metrology and accreditation. 

The signing of the Cooperation Plan between Mongolia and Turkey was an important event in the context 
of the gradual strengthening of ties between Eurasian countries, historically related by ancient common 
roots.  

 
 
 
 



FOREIGN MINISTERS OF TAJIKISTAN AND TURKMENISTAN DISCUSSED COOPERATION ISSUES 

 

 
 
On April 18, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Tajikistan Sirodzhidin Aslov and Deputy Prime Minister and Head 
of the Turkmen Ministry of Foreign Affairs Rashid Meredov met in Dushanbe. 

During productive meeting of foreign ministers of two Central Asian countries, the current state and 
prospects for the development of bilateral relations in the political, trade-economic and humanitarian 
spheres, as well as cooperation between two countries within the framework of international and regional 
organizations were discussed. 

In addition, the exchange of instruments of ratification under the Intergovernmental Agreement on 
Strategic Partnership of Tajikistan and Turkmenistan was held. 

The expansion of cooperation between the two Central Asian countries is certainly a positive fact from 
the perspective of regional integration. 

Moreover, experts suppose that the bilateral format of cooperation is the most promising in terms of real 
progress in the integration process in Central Asia. 

 
 
 

 
 
 



MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF KAZAKHSTAN AND TURKEY MET IN ANKARA 

 
On April 20, Kazakh Foreign Minister Kairat Abdrakhmanov met with the Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Chavosoglu in Ankara. 

During the talks, the sides discussed the forthcoming official visit of Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev to Turkey in summer of this year. In addition, the parties are preparing for the meeting of the 
High-Level Strategic Cooperation Council under the chairmanship of two heads of state. 

During negotiations of K. Abdrakhmanov with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey, M.Chavusoglu, 
the parties agreed to complete the coordination of the agenda and draft documents to be signed by the 
President of Kazakhstan during his visit to Ankara. 

In addition, several economic contracts are discussed. The most promising spheres of cooperation are 
transport, agriculture, small average business, tourism. It should be noted that in the past year, the trade 
turnover between Kazakhstan and Turkey increased by 28% compared to the previous 2016 year, and 
reached $1.9 billion. 

During the talks, the parties also supported further strengthening of the Astana process on Syrian issue. 

"In terms of the ongoing conflict in Syria, Astana remains the only effective platform for searching the way 
to stop the war in Syria. The guarantor countries - Turkey, Russia and Iran - established a tripartite 
mechanism for monitoring the cessation of hostilities, a working group for the exchange of detainees, the 
transfer of bodies of the dead and the search for missing persons, and a Memorandum on the 
establishment of zones of de-escalation. Today, the Astana process needs a continuation, as well as 
greater international support, in order to improve the situation. At the same time, we must all fully 
support the Geneva platform provided by the UN as a platform for a political settlement," K. 
Abdrakhmanov stressed. 

Also, ministers discussed preparations for the summit of the Cooperation Council of Turkic-speaking 
countries scheduled for September 2018, as well as the activities of the International Turkic Academy, 
based in Astana. 

Kazakhstan and Turkey jointly work over the implementation of the agreements reached during the visit 
of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to Astana last September. 


