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Тurkic Weekly aims to keep you regularly informed on the latest news of the Turkic World. Turkic Weekly 

provides you with reliable information and timely analysis on key political, socio-economic and scientific 

events across Turkic-speaking states. 

This Newsletter is diligently prepared by the International Union of Turkic Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AZERBAIJAN AND TURKEY SIGNED A SET OF IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS 

 
 

On April 24-25, President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev paid an official visit to Turkey. The visit became 
extremely productive. First of all, the 7th meeting of High Strategic Cooperation Council Turkey-Azerbaijan 
was held during the visit. 

On April 25, at the end of the meeting, a ceremony of signing Azerbaijani-Turkish documents was held 
with the participation of President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and President of the Republic 
of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan. In total, six important interstate documents were signed.  

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and President of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan signed the "Protocol 
of the 7th Meeting of High Strategic Cooperation Council between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the 
Republic of Turkey." 

"Two-year working Program (2018-2019) for the Agreement on cooperation in the field of environmental 
protection between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of the Republic 
of Turkey" was signed by Azerbaijani Ambassador to Turkey Khazar Ibrahim and Deputy Minister of 
Environment and Urban Development of Turkey Mehmet Ceylan. 

"Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Transport, Communications and High 
Technologies of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Transport, Navigation and Communication 
of the Republic of Turkey on Cooperation in the Field of Electronic Signatures" was signed by the Minister 



of Transport, Communications and High Technologies of Azerbaijan Ramin Guluzade and the Minister of 
Transport, Navigation and Communications of Turkey Ahmet Arslan.  

"Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the 
Government of the Republic of Turkey on a preferential trade agreement" was signed by the Minister of 
Economy of Azerbaijan Shahin Mustafayev and Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu. 

An "Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of the 
Republic of Turkey on the establishment, concept of work and activities of cultural centers" was signed 
by Azerbaijani Minister of Foreign Affairs Elmar Mammadyarov and Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu. 

"The Protocol between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of the Republic 
of Turkey on the exchange of personnel" was signed by the Azerbaijani Defense Minister, Colonel-General 
Zakir Hasanov and the Chief General Staff of the Armed Forces of Turkey, Army General Hulusi Akar. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VLADIMIR NOROV BECOMES THE SCO NEW SECRETARY GENERAL 

 
 

The former head of the Uzbek Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Director of the Institute for Strategic and 
Interregional Studies under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Vladimir Norov, was nominated 
to the post of Secretary General of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). 

It is expected that Vladimir Norov, when approving his candidacy, will head the SCO from January 1, 2019 
to December 31, 2021. 

Vladimir Norov was born in 1955, graduated from the Bukhara State Pedagogical Institute and the USSR 
Academy of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. He has a scientific degree of Candidate of Legal Sciences. In 
the 1990s he worked as a consultant on administrative and legal matters at the Office of the President of 
Uzbekistan, was the first deputy foreign minister and state adviser to the president. In 1998-2003, V.Norov 
served as Uzbekistan's Ambassador to Germany, and working in Berlin, since 2002, also served as 
Ambassador to Switzerland and Poland.  

In 2003-2004 he worked as the first deputy foreign minister, from 2004 to mid-2006 - was the ambassador 
of Uzbekistan to Belgium. In July 2006, he was appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uzbekistan. He 
held this office until 2010, then until 2013 he was deputy minister. Since 2013, he again headed the 
embassy in Belgium. Since May 2017, he has held the post of Deputy Secretary of the Security Council. 
Vladimir Norov has the diplomatic rank of Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, speaks English, 
German, Uzbek, Russian and Tajik.  

Recall that from January 1, 2016 until the end of 2018, the SCO Secretary-General is Rashid Alimov 
(Tajikistan). 

 



KAZAKHSTAN AND CHINA: A NEW AGREEMENT ON TRANSBOUNDARY RIVERS  

 

 
 

In the Majilis of the Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan at a round table on the use and protection 
of water resources of transboundary rivers, Vice Minister of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
Arman Yevniyev reported that a draft Agreement on dividing the water of Irtysh and Ili transboundary 
rivers between Kazakhstan and the People's Republic of China is currently being prepared.  

In particular, there is already a working group on the preparation and coordination of the draft Agreement 
with the People's Republic of China on the allocation of water resources of these rivers taking into account 
needs of the economic sectors of Kazakhstan and needs of the ecosystems of these rivers basins.  

"Since 2014, the parties have been conducting joint research on water resources assessment across the 
basin of Kazakhstani-Chinese transboundary rivers. Now, experts of both sides are completing the joint 
report on this topic," A. Yevniyev said. 

The agreed structure of the draft Agreement includes 31 articles, 6 of which are already agreed, and some 
are partially agreed. The next 6th meeting of the working group is scheduled for April this year.  

In addition, A. Yevniyev also reported that in 2016 the Institute of Geography of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan developed a methodology for water allocation on transboundary rivers to guide the 
determination of the share of water resources for each side. This methodology will allow, based on 
constructive principles, to defend the country's interests in determining the share of transboundary rivers 
resources during the water allocation negotiations. 

 

 

 

 



JUBILEE MEDAL "20 YEARS OF ASTANA" WAS ESTABLISHED 

 
 

.  

President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev has established a jubilee medal for "Astana 20 zhyl" (20 
Years of Astana) in honor of the 20th anniversary of the capital - the city of Astana. 

According to the Presidential Decree, citizens of the country and foreign citizens who made a significant 
contribution to the formation and development of Kazakhstan and its capital will be awarded a medal.  

Representatives of chambers of the parliament, the government, the Constitutional Council, Supreme 
Court, ministries, other central state bodies, akims of Astana and Almaty, regional akims, public 
associations submit candidacies for awarding the anniversary medal to the President of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan. 

The jubilee medal is awarded by the president, and also on his behalf it can be awarded by: 

1) the Secretary of State of the Republic of Kazakhstan; 
2) Chairmen of Chambers of the Parliament; 
3) Members of the government; 
4) Akims of Astana and Almaty, and regions; 
5) other officials. 

The awarding of the jubilee medal is made in a solemn atmosphere, openly and handed personally. Before 
the presentation, the president's decree on awarding is announced. 

Along with the jubilee medal each recipient is also awarded the appropriate certificate. A protocol of the 
established form about the awarding of the jubilee medal is made, it is signed by the person, the seal of 
the body that has awarded the medal, and is sent to the Presidential Administration. 

The jubilee medal is worn on the left side of the chest; with the state awards of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
it is located after them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MONUMENT TO SHAMAHMUDOV'S FAMILY WILL BE ERECTED ON ITS ORIGINAL PLACE IN TASHKENT  

 

 
 
In Uzbekistan, officials decided to return the monument to Shamahmudov’s family, who sheltered 15 
children during the 2nd World War, to its original place in the center of Tashkent. Reconstruction works 
has already begun. 

The monument, which was called the "Friendship of Peoples", was moved to the outskirts of the city in 
April 2008 by order of the capital authorities headed by Abdukakhar Tukhtayev. This event caused a great 
public response. 

The transfer of the monument was explained by the renaming of the Palace of Arts "Khalklardustligi" 
("Friendship of Peoples") into "Istiqlol" ("Independence"). Last year, the monument was erected in the 
Park of Friendship (former Park of Babur) next to the Peace Bell. Its opening was held on May 9. 

At the beginning of World War II, the smith Shaakhmed Shamahmudov and his wife Bahri Akramova took 
up 15 orphaned children, including Russians, Belorussian, Moldovans, Ukrainian, Jews, Latvian, Kazakh, 
Tatar. The Shamahmudovs surrounded children with care and love, they taught them and brought them 
up. They became prototypes of the main characters of Rakhmat Fayzi's novel "His Majesty the Man" and 
the feature film titled "You are not an orphan". 

In total, during the Second World War, more than 4,500 orphans were accepted into Uzbek families. 

The sculptural composition of the family of the blacksmith Sh. Shamahmudov was installed in Tashkent 
on May 26, 1982 (sculptor D. Rybichev, architects L. Adamov and S. Adylov). 

 

 
 



THE “PANTHER” KYRGYZ SPECIAL FORCES CELEBRATED ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

  

 
On April 25, the special unit of the National Guard of the Armed Forces of the Kyrgyz Republic "Panther" 
celebrated the 25th anniversary of its formation. 

First Deputy Commander of the National Guard of the Armed Forces Damirbek Usubaliev, commanders 
of the military units of the North-Eastern region of Kyrgyzstan, representatives of the Republican 
Committee of Soldiers' Mothers, akim of the Lenin district of Bishkek, veterans-guardsmen, as well as 
members of families of servicemen took part in the jubilee celebration. 

During the event, a festive order was issued to encourage personnel, rewarding the best servicemen with 
diplomas, cash prizes and valuable gifts.  

In turn, the jubilee prepared for guests a festive program - on the parade part of the special forces 
deployed an exhibition of small arms, communications equipment, samples of clothing and special 
uniforms. 

In addition, the staff organized a tour of the location of the unit and presented demonstration 
performances with elements of hand-to-hand combat, the release of hostages, the destruction of the 
terrorist camp, and preparation for jumping with the parachute.  

The presentation part finished by a parachute jump of guardsmen to the parade ground of the unit from 
the helicopter. 

 
 

 
 
 



90TH ANNIVERSARY OF CHINGHIZ AITMATOV WAS CELEBRATED IN ASTANA 

 
On April 25, an international forum dedicated to the 90th anniversary of Chinghiz Aitmatov, organized by 
the International Turkic Academy with the support of the Administration of the President of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan, was held at the National Academic Library in the capital of Kazakhstan, Astana. 

The international forum dedicated to the 90th anniversary of the great writer of the Turkic world was 
attended by prominent state and public figures, famous scientists and writers from Kyrgyzstan and 
Kazakhstan. 

The forum was opened by the head of the Internal Policy Department of the Administration of the 
President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Ms. A. Balayeva, she pointed out that this meeting will contribute 
to the development of cooperation and cultural ties between two fraternal countries. 

Speakers at the forum spoke about the symbolic significance of the fact that the celebration of the jubilee 
of great writer, who is rightfully called "belonging to mankind", started in Astana, and also the significance 
of this event for the revival of Kazakh-Kyrgyz literary ties.  

The documentary film of the Kyrgyz director Artykbay Suyundukov "Aitmatov" was presented to the 
audience, bright performances of akyns-improvisers were held, which caused a warm welcome of 
participants. 

In addition, within the framework of the forum, the book of the former Secretary of State of the Kyrgyz 
Republic, Professor Osmonakun Ibraimov titled "Aitmatov. The last writer of the Empire", published in the 
Turkic Academy, was presented. 

The main idea voiced at the forum was the statement that the Kazakh and Kyrgyz people will remain 
brothers as long as humanity exists, and no power is capable of destroying their unity. 

The forum was held in an atmosphere of spiritual growth, in a sincere and friendly atmosphere. 


