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Тurkic Weekly aims to keep you regularly informed on the latest news of the Turkic World. Turkic Weekly 

provides you with reliable information and timely analysis on key political, socio-economic and scientific 

events across Turkic-speaking states. 

This Newsletter is diligently prepared by the International Union of Turkic Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE EAEU SUMMIT IN SOCHI 

 

On May 14, the Supreme Eurasian Economic Council session was held in the Russian city of Sochi. 

Among the Turkic-speaking countries, the presidents of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz 

Republic - Nursultan Nazarbayev and Sooronbay Jeenbekov - took part in the meeting of the Council. 

Other EEU member countries were represented by Presidents of the Republic of Belarus - A. Lukashenko, 

the Russian Federation - V. Putin, and the Chairman of the EEC Collegium T. Sargsyan. 

In addition, N.Pashinyan, who was elected prime minister of Armenia on May 8, as well as I.Dodon, 

president of Moldova, the EAEC observer-country, took part in the meeting for the first time. 

During the meeting, the parties discussed issues of strengthening economic cooperation within the 

framework of the economic union. 

At the meeting, a number of strategically important initiatives were proposed by the President of 

Kazakhstan N.A. Nazarbayev. In particular, he suggested using the opportunities of three international 

centers created on the basis of the Expo-2017 in the work of the EAEC. 

"I invite the financial institutions of the EAEU countries to use the opportunities of the Astana 

International Financial Center. In addition, events of the EAEC financial block, including meetings of the 

subsidiary and consultative-advisory bodies, should be held on the territory of the EXPO. At the same 

time, within the framework of the digital agenda, I propose to organize the work of the Office for Digital 

Project Management and Initiatives within the framework of the EAEU on the basis of the future 

International Technopark of IT Startups," the President of Kazakhstan said.  

Moreover, he asked the EAEU countries to consider the possibility of building a navigable canal "Eurasia" 

between the Black and Caspian Seas. "Another promising project would be the construction of a navigable 

canal that will connect the Black and Caspian Seas through waterways," N.Nazarbayev said. 

Finally, Kazakhstan in its person proposed to work out the possibility of building a high-speed highway 

"Eurasia", which will connect Europe with Asia through Russia and Kazakhstan. 



In addition, Nursultan Nazarbayev met with Sooronbay Jeenbekov on the sidelines of the meeting, which 

was designed to promote further rapprochement between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. 

PRESIDENT OF UZBEKISTAN VISITED THE US 

 
On May 15, the President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev arrived in the US on his first official visit. The 

State Department in its report called this visit historical. 

The next day, on May 16, the US President Donald Trump received him in the White House. As a result of 

the talks, a joint statement on "Uzbekistan and the United States: the beginning of a new era of strategic 

partnership" was adopted and 45 documents and investment agreements worth $4 billion were signed. 

"Presidents Trump and Mirziyoyev will resume a bilateral strategic partnership between the United States 

and Uzbekistan. They will also discuss Uzbekistan's progress in implementing important reforms, 

expanding trade and investment, and in addressing regional security issues, including stabilizing the 

situation in Afghanistan," the Press Secretary of the Uzbek leader Komil Allamjonov told reporters.                           

The program of the visit also included bilateral meetings in the US Congress, the US State Department, 

the Ministry of Defense, as well as in the World Bank. 

It should be noted that on the eve of his visit to the US Shavkat Mirziyoyev received the head of the Central 

Command of the US Armed Forces (CENTCOM) General Joseph Wothel in Tashkent and discussed with 

him the issues of military cooperation and the situation in Afghanistan. Tashkent is interested in training 

its servicemen in US educational institutions and in equipping its army with new types of armored vehicles.  

Uzbekistan is an important country for the US because of its influence in the region, the current and 

potential role in the Afghan settlement. The US will need to expand cooperation with Uzbekistan and 

other Central Asian countries through which the NATO Northern Route for the transfer of cargo to 

Afghanistan lay. From this cooperation Uzbekistan receives favorable proposals for the re-equipment of 

its army. 



An important priority for Tashkent remains keeping a balance between interests of global powers. 

At present, Uzbekistan implements an ambitious modernization program based on enhanced industrial 

development. Russia and China already participate in this program.                               

Recall that Shavkat Mirziyoyev earlier visited Moscow and Beijing, where investment agreements for 16 

and 20 billion dollars were signed. Now it's the USA's turn.        

In this regard, it should be noted that the United States has made huge investments since the first days 

of Uzbekistan's independence. In 2002, an agreement on strategic partnership similar to an agreement 

with Moscow between Tashkent and Washington was signed. By 2005, Uzbekistan had more than 300 

joint ventures. The US invested in the gold mining industry, automotive industry and other industries.  

A mechanism for annual bilateral consultations already exists many years. This allows both sides to adjust 

the development of relations. 

With the election of the new president, interest in Uzbekistan has increased not only among the closest 

neighbors in the region or countries such as Russia and China, but also the United States and several 

European countries. In this regard, it is reasonable to expect that the relations between the US and 

Uzbekistan will get new impetus.  

 

 

RESULTS OF ASTANA-9: JOINT STATEMENT OF TURKEY, RUSSIA AND IRAN 

 
On Monday, May 14, Astana hosted consultations between delegations of the countries participating in 

the Astana process, where representatives of the guarantor countries-Turkey, Russia and Iran, as well as 



the government of Syria and the Syrian armed opposition took part. The UN delegation led by the special 

envoy of the UN Secretary General acted as an observer. 

In an interview with RIA News, Lavrentiev said that the date of the next tenth round of talks on Syria in 

Astana has not yet been discussed, but this does not mean that they will not take place. According to him, 

priorities will shift from cessation of hostilities to restoration and political dialogue. 

On May 15, a joint statement of Turkey, Russia and Iran was published following the results of the 

International Meeting on Syria held the previous day. The text of the statement is as follows:  

"The Islamic Republic of Iran, the Russian Federation and the Republic of Turkey as guarantors of the 

observance of ceasefire regime in the Syrian Arab Republic: 

1) Reaffirmed the firm commitment to the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial integrity of 

Syria. Pointed out that these principles are subject to universal observance and that it is necessary to 

avoid any actions that might violate them and undermine the achievements of the Astana format. 

2) Noted the importance of implementing the Memorandum on the establishment of de-escalation zones 

in the Syrian Arab Republic of May 4, 2017 and other agreements reached within the framework of the 

Astana format. Summarized the development of the situation "on the earth" for the year since signing of 

the Memorandum. 

3) Emphasized the key role played by the de-escalation zones in the maintenance of the cessation of 

hostilities (CoH), the reduction of violence and, in general, the stabilization of the situation in Syria, and 

indicated that the creation of these zones is a temporary measure and under no circumstances 

undermines the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial integrity of Syria.  

4) ... 

5) Reaffirmed the determination to continue the fight against terrorism in Syria with a view to the final 

elimination of ISIS*, Jabhat al-Nusra* and all other individuals, groups, enterprises and organizations 

associated with Al-Qaida* or ISIS, recognized to be related to them by the United Nations Security Council.  

6) Welcomed the holding of the second meeting of the Working Group on Release of Detainees / 

Hostages, the transfer of bodies of the dead and the search for the missing with the participation of 

experts from the United Nations and the ICRC by the representatives of three guarantor countries... 

Agreed to hold the next meeting of the Working Group in Ankara in June 2018. 

7) … Agreed to hold regular joint consultations of high representatives with the special envoy of the UN 

Secretary-General on Syria and the Syrian parties with the aim of creating conditions conducive to the 

early launch of the work of the Constitutional Committee in Geneva. 

8) Expressed sincere gratitude to the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, His Excellency Nursultan 

Nazarbayev and the Kazakh authorities for hosting the 9th International High Level Meeting on Syria in 

Astana. 

9) Decided to hold the next High-Level International Meeting on Syria in Sochi in July 2018.  

As is known, the Astana platform has hosted talks on the military aspect of the Syrian settlement since 

January 2017. During this time, a number of important agreements were reached that allow for beginning 

a conversation about a political settlement. 

* Terrorist organizations banned on the territory of Kazakhstan. 



 
PRESENTATION OF THE BOOK ABOUT HEYDAR ALIYEV IN KAZAKH 

 
On May 16, 2018, the Library of the First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan - Elbasy hosted a 

presentation of the book about the national leader of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev in Kazakh language titled 

“Eline jol ashkan”. The introduction to the book in Kazakh was written by the President of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev.  

Translation and publication of this book is a joint project of the International Turkic Academy and the 

Library of the First President - Elbasy. 

Head of the Chancellery of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Mahmud Kassymbekov headed 

the editorial board, which included representatives of the Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the 

Turkic Academy. 

"The initial circulation of the book of 500 copies will be distributed throughout Kazakhstan to libraries of 

secondary schools and universities of regional and national levels," said Botagoz Kaipova, deputy director 

of the Library of the First President - Elbasy.  

The publication contains a deep and large-scale material on the history of Azerbaijan from ancient times 

and until the appearance of the outstanding son of Azerbaijani people Heydar Aliyev on its political arena. 

The book tells about the origins of formation of a strong and purposeful person conditioned by upbringing 

in the family, outstanding characters and wisdom of parents of future national leader. 

The work has vividly reflected the political will and civil position of Heydar Aliyev in the difficult and 

contradictory years of "perestroika". The book "Eline zhol ashkan" reveals the phenomenon of the 



talented leader of the country, his unique ability to solve the most difficult practical and urgent tasks in 

the context of global goals of young independent state. 

The documents presented in the book convincingly prove the viability of the state development model 

created during the period of Heydar Aliyev's presidency. 

The authors of the book emphasize that the biography of Heydar Alirzaevich is inextricably linked with the 

history of the formation of statehood of Azerbaijan, with the destiny of Azerbaijani people. 

During the event, a documentary film about Heydar Aliyev was shown and an excursion to the Museum 

of the Elbasy Library was held. 

" I express special gratitude to the whole nation and to the President of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Abishevich 

Nazarbayev. Today's event once again contributes to strengthening of friendly and political relations 

between our countries," said Ali Hasanov, the assistant to the President of Azerbaijan on public-political 

issues. 

.  
 

ASTANA ECONOMIC FORUM

 
Global Challenges Summit 2018 is to start its work ON 17 May in Astana. Economic growth and 

resources consistency, digitalization, urbanization, longevity and financial revolution, global security and 

cultural shift are the global trends that lay the foundation for the renovated Astana Economic Forum: 

Global Challenges Summit 2018. As earlier reported, about 500 speakers from around the world are 

expected to attend it. The first two days are to focus on the global agenda, while the key speakers are to 

address the Government and expert community on the third day. 

 


