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Тurkic Weekly aims to keep you regularly informed on the latest news of the Turkic World. Turkic 

Weekly provides you with reliable information and timely analysis on key political, socio-economic and 

scientific events across Turkic-speaking states. 

This Newsletter is diligently prepared by the International Union of Turkic Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE TANAP GAS PIPELINE OPENING 

 

On June 12, 2018, Presidents of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Azerbaijan - Ilham Aliyev, Ukraine - Petro 

Poroshenko, as well as Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko Borisov and BP General Manager Robert Dudley 

attended the opening ceremony of the Transanatolian Gas Pipeline (TANAP). 

The leaders of Turkey and Azerbaijan called the event held in the Turkish city of Eskishehir historic: 

"Today we took a historic step for the region and the countries," R.T. Erdogan said. 

"The commissioning of TANAP is proof of fraternal relations between Turkey and Azerbaijan. This is our 

victory. We are writing the energy history of the 21st century. The TANAP is a project of cooperation 

and stability," I.Aliyev said in his turn. 

About 13 billion cubic meters of gas are planned to be transferred through the TANAP. The gas pipeline 

consists of two lines, the capacity of each of them is 15 billion cubic meters, one line is intended for the 

Turkish market, and the other is for the European market. 

Recall that the Southern Gas Corridor, which includes the TANAP, provides for the supply of gas from 

the Azerbaijani Shah Deniz field in the Caspian Sea through the South Caucasus Pipeline, TANAP and TAP 

through Georgia to Turkey and then to Europe. 

The shareholders of the TANAP project are the Azerbaijani energy SOCAR trust (58%), the Turkish BOTAS 

(30%) and the British BP (12%). 

 



 

REPRESENTATIVE OF UZBEKISTAN V. NOROV WAS APPOINTED AS THE SCO SECRETARY GENERAL 

 

Director of the Institute for Strategic and Inter Regional Studies under the President of Uzbekistan, 

Adviser to the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, as well as ex-Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Uzbekistan, Vladimir Norov, was appointed as the Secretary General of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization for the period from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2021. 

The corresponding decision was taken at the SCO summit in Qingdao, China, on Sunday, June 10. 

Vladimir Imamovich Norov worked in various years as Deputy, First Deputy and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs, State Adviser to the President, Ambassador of Uzbekistan to Belgium, and also held other posts. 

From January 1, 2016 until the end of 2018, the Secretary General of the SCO is Rashid Alimov 

(Tajikistan). Currently, the Representative of Tajikistan Zhumakhon Giyosov has been appointed as the 

new Director of the Executive Committee of the SCO Regional Antiterrorist Structure. 

Following the summit, the Qingdao Declaration was adopted and a number of documents were signed. 

One of the important events of the summit was the adoption of the Joint Appeal of the Heads of State 

of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization to Youth by the proposal of the President of Uzbekistan 

Shavkat Mirziyoyev. 

The SCO chairmanship passed from China to Kyrgyzstan. 

 

 

 

 



 

THE SCO DECLARATION WAS ADOPTED FOLLOWING THE SUMMIT 

 

On June 10, leaders of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization member-countries (SCO), including 

Presidents of Kazakhstan - Nursultan Nazarbayev, Kyrgyzstan - Sooronbay Jeenbekov, and Uzbekistan - 

Shavkat Mirziyoyev, adopted a Declaration following the summit held in the Chinese city of Qingdao. 

In this document, the summit participants spoke out against any use of chemical weapons and for 

conducting impartial and objective investigations of chemical attacks: "The SCO states oppose the use of 

chemical weapons anywhere, anyway, under any circumstances and for any purposes whatsoever", the 

Declaration states. 

In addition, the leaders of the SCO countries have confirmed the non-alternative nature of the political 

process as a way out of the Syrian crisis. In their opinion, the settlement of the crisis should proceed in 

accordance with the provisions of the UN Security Council resolution and "based on the necessity of the 

sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of Syria". According to the Declaration, the leaders of 

the SCO countries agreed to study prospects for expanding the use of national currencies in trade and 

investment activities. They also intend to interact in the field of "balanced macroeconomic management 

and control over financial structures in order to provide convenient access and fair conditions for the 

formation of networks of financial structures and their services." 

The final document of the SCO summit reflects a problem of politics in sport. "The SCO member states, 

emphasizing the importance of sport as an effective factor in promoting dialogue among nations, 

believe that sport should be out of politics," the Declaration states. Leaders of the SCO countries also 

expressed their confidence that the World Football Championship in Moscow will promote "the 

strengthening of friendship, peace, mutual understanding and harmony." 

In total, 17 documents were signed by the leaders of China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Uzbekistan, as well as India and Pakistan. Among them are the Program for Implementing the Anti-drug 

Strategy for 2018-2023, the Program of Cooperation in Countering terrorism, separatism and extremism 

for 2019-2021, the Plan of Action for 2018-2022 to implement the provisions of the treaty on long-term 



good-neighborliness, friendship and cooperation, as well as a Memorandum on stimulating business 

cooperation. 

 

PRESIDENT OF KAZAKHSTAN PAID A WORKING VISIT TO TATARSTAN  

 

On June 14, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev, at the invitation of the 

President of the Russian Federation, visited Russia in connection with the opening of the  Football World 

Cup 2018. 

In addition, within the framework of his working visit to the Russian Federation, Nursultan Nazarbayev 

also paid a working visit to the Republic of Tatarstan, where he held high-level meetings with the 

President of the Republic of Tatarstan Rustam Minnikhanov, the Adviser to the President of the Republic 

of Tatarstan and the First President of Tatarstan Mintimer Shaimiev, and also visited Kazan Federal 

University. 

During the official meeting with the President of Tatarstan R.Minnikhanov, N.Nazarbayev the noted high 

rates of socio-economic growth in Tatarstan and pointed to the promising directions of deepening 

bilateral ties. The Kazakhstani President emphasized that Kazakhstan and Tatarstan established close 

and friendly relations, and also focused on the importance of building up trade, economic and 

investment cooperation. 

"Your IT industry is developing well. Our youth need to learn this experience. Interregional cooperation 

is also being established. The volume of mutual trade increased to $ 700 million, and now we need to 

reach the figure of 1 billion dollars," N. Nazarbayev said. 



In addition, the President of Kazakhstan pointed to the possibility of creating joint ventures in the field 

of engineering, defense and space industries, as well as noted the experience of Tatarstan in the sphere 

of oil products processing. 

The head of the Kazakh state also spoke about results of the development of the transit and transport 

potential of Kazakhstan and the implementation of infrastructure programs. Along with this, the 

President of Kazakhstan paid attention to cultural and humanitarian cooperation, including the 

establishment of ties in education and medicine. 

"I am glad that Kazan is developing successfully. In the context of our relations with Russia, Tatarstan 

takes one of the first places. We will develop further cooperation for the benefit of our peoples," N. 

Nazarbayev said. 

Noting the contribution of R. Minnikhanov to the strengthening of friendship, mutual understanding and 

trust between peoples, the Head of State awarded the Dostyk Order of the first degree to the President 

of the Republic of Tatarstan. 

In turn, Rustam Minnikhanov stressed the importance of effective bilateral cooperation in various 

sectors of the economy. 

"Today Kazakhstan is our most important partner. An important experience is the implementation of 

successful joint projects," said the President of the Republic of Tatarstan. 

In addition, R. Minnikhanov noted the pace of development of the education system in Kazakhstan and 

expressed his readiness to intensify the process of student exchange. 

The President of Tatarstan also shared his impressions of the results of the participation in the 

international exhibition EXPO-2017 in Astana. 

EXPO-2017 was held at the highest level. You have created a powerful and modern platform. I believe 

that the opening of the Astana IFC on the basis of this complex will be a bright event, and in the future 

we would like to work with our colleagues from Kazakhstan within the framework of the AIFC," R. 

Minnikhanov said. 

Also, during a working visit to Tatarstan, N. Nazarbayev visited the Kazan Federal University, where he 

told the students and teachers of the university about development of relations between Kazakhstan 

and Tatarstan, as well as about the work on building human capital and forming an intellectual nation in 

Kazakhstan. 

During the visit to the higher educational institution, the Head of State was awarded the title of 

Honorary Doctor of Science of the Kazan Federal University. 

Addressing the staff of one of the leading educational institutions of the Russian Federation, the 

President of Kazakhstan noted rich academic and scientific base, as well as practical achievements of the 

University in the field of innovations. 

In addition, N. Nazarbayev called the relationship between Kazakhstan and Tatarstan an important 

component of the strategic partnership between Astana and Moscow. 

"In Kazakhstan, we treat brotherly Tatarstan with a special feeling, which is due to our common 

historical roots, the proximity of languages, customs and traditions. The historical ties of friendship 



between our peoples have become a solid basis for cooperation between Kazakhstan and Tatarstan and 

at the present stage," the Head of State underlined. 

In conclusion, the Head of the Kazakh state expressed confidence that the good traditions of the Kazakh-

Tatarstan friendship and mutual understanding will continue to deepen and strengthen for the benefit 

of the people. 

 

THE 3RD FORUM OF HUMANITIES THE GREAT STEPPE WAS HELD IN ASTANA 

 

On June 18, the 3rd Forum of Humanities the Great Steppe was held in Astana, the capital of 

Kazakhstan, organized by the International Turkic Academy with the support of the Administration of 

the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

The forum addressed topical issues such as: 

 studying and preserving the historical and cultural heritage of peoples of Eurasia; 

 opportunities and prospects for the development of Turkology in new conditions; 

 current status and actual problems of national literatures and literary science in Turkic-speaking 

countries, republics, and regions; 

 the scientific aspects of integration processes in the Eurasian space, their directions and 

prospects; 

 features of the Turkic tradition of statehood from ancient times to the present day. 

Each of these issues was discussed at a separate section within the framework of the Forum. 



Leading scientists, politicians, cultural figures from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, 

Turkey, Mongolia, Russia, China, USA, Germany, Poland, Moldova, as well as representatives of a 

number of authoritative international organizations took part in the event. A representative delegation 

from Russia included leading specialists of the Turkology schools of Moscow, St. Petersburg and 

Novosibirsk, as well as a number of institutions of the Russian Federation. 

It should be noted that one of sections of the Forum was officially dedicated to the 100 years since the 

death of V.V. Radlov, as well as the 125th anniversary of the deciphering the ancient Turkic writing by 

W. Thomsen. Also the International Forum on "Revival of Identity and Cultural Heritage: the Turkic 

Language from Past to Future", held by the Turkic Academy at UNESCO on April 30, 2018, was dedicated 

to the same commemorative dates. 

In addition, one of the sections of the Forum was dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the Azerbaijan 

Democratic Republic. 

In the framework of the Forum famous Russian scholars-turkologists N. Yegorov and F. Khisamitdinova 

were awarded the gold medal of the Turkic Academy, and O. Mudrak - the medal of W. Thomsen. 

On the margins of the Forum, official meetings of the State Secretary of the Republic of Kazakhstan G. 

Abdykalikova with a number of well-known Eurasian politicians were held. 

An important decision to create the Association of Turkology, Altai Studies, Mongolistics (ATAM), the 

permanent secretariat of which will be located at the International Turkic Academy, was taken within 

the framework of the Forum 

In addition, within the framework of the Forum an exhibition of scientific publications issued by the 

Turkic Academy in recent years was organized. 

 


