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A NEW STAGE OF THE KAZAKH-UZBEK RELATIONS 

 

On March 22-23, state visit of the President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev to Kazakhstan was held. 

The newly elected head of the neighboring republic arrived in the Republic of Kazakhstan with a 

representative delegation. 

 

On March 13-14, during the next round of political consultations, representatives of the foreign 

ministries of Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan confirmed their interest in the progressive development of 

cooperation in all spheres. At the meeting, the parties discussed an agenda of the forthcoming high 

level meetings. In particular, the sides exchanged views on topical issues concerning political, trade-

economic, transport-communication, cultural, humanitarian and other fields, as well as international 

and regional issues. 

 

At the beginning of the month, President of Uzbekistan paid the first foreign visit to Turkmenistan, 

where the parties reaffirmed their commitment to further strengthening cooperation. As a result of the 

visit, it became clear that the new Uzbek leadership really intends to reconsider its relations with its 

neighbors. As is known, the Concept of Foreign Policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan states the priority 

of relations with the countries of Central Asia. Skeptics did not perceive this statement, relying on 

Tashkent's longstanding policy of self-isolation. 

 

However, during the first 100 days of the presidency, Sh. Mirziyoyev has introduced quite a few 

innovations. Among them are political consultations with Kyrgyz and Tajik authorities on sensitive 

issues such as disputed sites and issues of water allocation. Official Tashkent demonstrates the need 

to address the accumulated burning problems.  

In this respect, Kazakh-Uzbek ties are less problematic. Astana and Tashkent always tried to maintain 

relations of strategic partnership and friendly neighborly relations. On this basis, there is no doubt 

that during the meeting in Astana, Nursultan Nazarbayev and Shavkat Mirziyoyev will continue the 

course on deepening of bilateral relations. 

 

Experts note that Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan have huge unrealized potential in the trade and 

economic sphere, as well as in the transport and transit industry. Parties can complement each other  

in many areas. By the way, on the eve of the visit, the parties reached an agreement on the launch of 

the "Tulpar-Talgo" passenger train on the route Almaty-Tashkent. 
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The parties noted the symbolism of the visit which took place during the celebration of the spring 

holiday - Nauryz. Nauryz symbolizes the New Year, a new stage in life. Based on this, the sides 

stressed that the Kazakh-Uzbek relations moved to a new stage. 

 

Welcoming the distinguished guest Nursultan Nazarbayev said: "Your first state visit as a president 

takes place during the celebration of Nauryz and on the 25th anniversary of the establishment of 

diplomatic relations between our states. Kazakhstan is ready to create all conditions to make the visit 

of the delegation from Uzbekistan productive." Head of Kazakhstan also noted that the commonality 

of history, language and traditions, the neighborhood of our peoples predetermined close Kazakh-

Uzbek interaction in cultural and humanitarian spheres. Diasporas living in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 

attach special importance to our relations. They are a "living bridge" between two countries. 

 

In his turn, Sh. Mirziyoyev expressed gratitude to the leadership of Kazakhstan for confidential 

negotiations, which create the basis for development of interstate relations. "We regard this visit as an 

extension of the open dialogue that took place between us in Samarkand. Today's business forum is 

an indicator of serious intentions of the Uzbek side in the development of trade and economic ties," 

Mirziyoyev said. 

 

In general, the sides reaffirmed their adherence to the principles of good-neighborliness and the desire 

to deepen ties in trade, economic and transport spheres. 

 

As a result of the meeting of presidents of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, the following documents were 

signed: 

- Joint declaration on further deepening of strategic partnership and strengthening of good-

neighborliness between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Uzbekistan; 

- Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the 

Republic of Uzbekistan on interregional cooperation; 

- Strategy of economic cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the 

Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2017-2019; 

- Protocol on the introduction of amendments and additions to the Agreement between the 

Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan on the 

avoidance of double taxation of income and property; 

- Protocol on the introduction of amendments and additions to the Agreement between the 

Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan on 

International Road Transport dated March 20, 2006; 

- Program of cooperation between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan and 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2017-2018; 

- Agreement between the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Ministry of 

Defense of the Republic of Uzbekistan on military cooperation. 

Results of bilateral negotiations were widely covered by the media of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. The 

talks focused on strengthening regional security, counteracting transnational crime, and modern threats 

and challenges. It was noted that the cooperation of our countries as the leading states of Central Asia 

is of great importance for the stability and development of the entire region. 

 

The Uzbek side after visiting the pavilion of the international exhibition in Astana noted that the 

specialized international exhibition EXPO-2017 would be an important event for contribution to the 

further expanding cooperation and concluding promising agreements between business circles and 

enterprises.  
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VISIT OF ILHAM ALIYEV TO FRANCE 
 

During the reporting period, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev paid a visit to France. During the trip, 

I.Aliyev held series of meetings with the highest leaders of France, as well as with representatives of 

major French companies. 

 

The Elysee Palace in Paris hosted a meeting of Ilham Aliyev with Francois Hollande. The main topic 

at the talks was the issue of Nagorno-Karabakh region. Hollande considers the status quo in the 

Karabakh conflict as unacceptable. "We talked about this and noted that the existing status quo is 

unacceptable. There are risks; we were convinced of this in April of last year, when the incident took 

place," Hollande said at a joint press conference after the end of their meeting in Paris. 

 

In his turn, I.Aliyev expressed satisfaction with Hollande's position on the Karabakh issue. According 

to him, first of all, negotiations should be resumed. "Armenia should not evade negotiations. Presidents 

of the Minsk Group countries - France, Russia and the USA have repeatedly stated that the status quo 

is unacceptable. And we say the same thing, we want an early change in the status quo and the end 

of the conflict, so that peace is guaranteed in our region, and Azerbaijani settlers could return to their 

native lands," Aliyev said. 

 

In addition, the Head of Azerbaijan held meetings with the leadership of such large French companies 

as Thales International, Airbus. At the same time, he met with the General Director of Credit Agricole 

SA, with the CIFAL group president, with the president of DCNS Herve Guillou, with the deputy 

general manager of the SUEZ group and others. 

 

During the meeting with the political leadership of France, the parties signed a package of bilateral 

documents. In particular, the Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Ecology and 

Natural Resources of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of International Relations on the 

Environment, Energy, Sea and Climate of France; “A loan agreement” between the French 

Development Agency and the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

In addition, agreements in the field of innovation, information and communication technologies were 

signed. 
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ENERGY COMMUNICATIONS OF TURKMENISTAN AND QATAR 
 

On March 15-16, 2017, Turkmen President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow paid a state visit to Qatar. 

During the trip to Doha, Berdimuhamedow held talks with the emir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad 

Al Thani. The parties reached agreements on new projects in the field of energy and investment 

cooperation. 

 

In particular, memorandums of understanding on the development of cooperation in the field of 

energy and on cooperation in the field of standardization, metrology, certification and accreditation 

were adopted. A memorandum of understanding on cooperation in training diplomats between the 

Institute for International Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan and the Qatar 

Institute of Diplomacy was also signed. 

 

Turkmen mass media notes that Turkmenistan shows great interest in studying the experience of Qatar 

as a country that achieved significant achievements in the economy, science and education, energy 

and a field of sports. Great opportunities for the development of trade and economic cooperation and 

diversification of mutual trade were considered. 

 

In addition, as Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow said, Turkmenistan is interested in discussing issues 

related to the participation of Qatar's major financial and investment structures in the implementation 

of the transnational Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India gas pipeline project (TAPI). "The 

experience of Qatar in this area will be very useful for our dynamic domestic economy. As is noted, 

the rapidly globalizing gas market calls for cooperation between the largest gas exporters," 

Berdimuhamedow noted in his speech at the extended meeting with the Qatari side. 

 

It should be noted that the construction of the Turkmen section of the TAPI gas pipeline with a length 

of 214 kilometers started in December 2015. Currently, construction works are conducted in 

accordance with the schedule. 

 

The state Turkmengaz concern, being the leader of the consortium TAPI Pipeline Company Limited, 

performs as the main financier and the project manager. The consortium also includes the Afghan Gas 

Corporation, Pakistan's Inter State Gas Systems (Private) Limited and the Indian GAIL. 
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NEW STAGE OF COOPERATION OF UZBEKISTAN AND EBRD 

 
On March 15, this year, after a long break, a delegation from the European Bank for Reconstruction 

and Development headed by Suma Chakrabarti arrived in Uzbekistan. As is known, the EBRD left 

Uzbekistan in the mid-2000s, which was the result of criticism of the Uzbek authorities by Western 

human rights organizations. 

 

Since Shavkat Mirziyoyev came to power in Uzbekistan, many specialists have started talking about 

liberalization in the economic sphere too. The authorities have already announced structural reforms 

in the currency regulation, the pension system and many other industries. One of the consequences 

of Tashkent's adjusted course was the invitation of international players, such as the EBRD. 

 

During the meeting of representatives of the Bank and Uzbek authorities, the sides came to the 

decision to develop a cooperation strategy for the next four years between Uzbekistan and the 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) before the end of this year. In this 

regard, a Memorandum of Understanding between the EBRD and the Government of Uzbekistan was 

signed, with the aim to provide a country strategy development. 

 

Head of the EBRD said that during a meeting with the president of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 

they discussed the priority areas of cooperation. "We are very pleased to resume operations in 

Uzbekistan, and this is unanimously supported by our shareholders," Chakrabarti said after the 

meeting. Uzbek media also reported that the first deputy chairman of the Senate for international 

relations, foreign economic relations, foreign investments and tourism Sadyk Safayev was appointed 

as the managing director of the EBRD for Uzbekistan. The National Bank for Foreign Economic Affairs 

was approved as the working body for direct contacts with the bank. 

 

In addition, in the reporting period the delegation of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and 

Human Rights (ODIHR) headed by the director Michael Georg Link visited Uzbekistan. 
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MEETING OF MERKEL AND TRUMP WAS HELD IN WASHINGTON  
 

On 17th of March, this year, the White House hosted the first meeting of the US President Donald 

Trump with German Chancellor Angela Merkel. Heads of two countries discussed a number of issues 

concerning bilateral and multilateral cooperation between the US and Germany, including NATO's 

prospects, the fight against terrorism, the crisis in the east of Ukraine and the problem of migration.  

 

As the American editions note, Donald Trump and Angela Merkel met personally for the first time, 

although during the election campaign, several times the US president spoke quite critically against 

Germany. Despite this, the talks were held in a friendly atmosphere and, moreover, the parties reached 

agreements on a number of strategic issues. 

 

In particular, Head of the White House declared his support for NATO, but once again stressed that 

all NATO members should make an adequate contribution to collective defense. Merkel said that 

Germany intends to increase the share of military spending in the budget to 2% of GDP, what is 

prescribed by NATO rules. Leaders of the United States and Germany agreed on the need to fight 

international terrorism. The sides also discussed the situation in Ukraine and the need to achieve 

peace in Ukraine and as Merkel said, this should be done before normalization of relations with Russia. 

 

During the press conference, answering journalists' questions, the sides noted mutual interest in 

deepening political and trade-economic cooperation. "We had a conversation where we also tried to 

resolve issues in areas where we had disagreements, but we tried to unite and tried to find a 

compromise which would be acceptable for both sides," Merkel said after the meeting. "I want to 

thank the Chancellor for her leadership in supporting NATO and for Alliance's efforts in Afghanistan. 

I once again confirmed to Chancellor Merkel my strong support for NATO, as well as the need for our 

NATO allies to pay their fair share of defense," Trump said. 

 

On the second day of Merkel's visit, leaders of two countries took part in negotiations of 

representatives of big business of the USA and Germany devoted to professional technical training. 
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TERACT IN LONDON 

 
The terrorist attack in London occurred on Westminster Bridge next to the building of the British 

Parliament on March 22, 2017. Five people were killed, including the attacker; at least 40 people were 

injured. 

 

According to eyewitnesses, before the attack on policemen, an unknown person hit pedestrians on 

the Westminster Bridge, near the parliament building. Then the terrorist crashed into the fence near 

the Palace of Parliament, attacking law enforcement with a knife. 

 

It became known that the terrorist act in London was committed by a British citizen; he acted alone 

and had already been in the field of view of the police and MI5 counterintelligence. 

 

The authorities of the country said that terrorists will not make the British panic. Premier of Great 

Britain Teresa May said that both the parliament and the government would work as usual. Also, the 

authorities did not raise the level of the terrorist threat in the country. As a measure to prevent terrorist 

attacks in the future, T. May promised to allocate 2.5 billion pounds sterling for the improvement of 

the national security and intelligence system. 

 

Two days later, the international terrorist organization Daesh claimed responsibility for the terrorist 

attack in London. 

 

Leaders of the world condemned the terrorist act in London and expressed condolences to the people 

of Great Britain. 
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