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ТurkicWeekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  in the Turkic 

world.ТurkicWeekly provides timely information and an objective assessment on  relevant 

issues in the agenda of Turkic countries. 

 

ТurkicWeekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, published by the International 

Turkic Academy. 
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RESULTS OF ERDOGAN’S VISIT TO IRAN 
 
On October 4, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan visited Iran, where he held talks with Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani. During the meeting, sides discussed the Turkish-Iranian relations and the 
situation in the region. 
The trip of the Turkish leader to Iran was of great importance in the scale of the region, as well as in 
the Turkish-Iranian cooperation. This is also confirmed by the composition of the delegation. In this 
trip Erdogan was accompanied by Chief of the General Staff, General Hulusi Akar, Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu, Minister of Economy Nihat Zeibekci, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources 
Berat Albayrak, Minister of Customs and Trade Bulent Tufenkci, Minister of Interior Affairs Suleiman 
Soilu, Minister of Culture and Tourism Numan Kurtulmus, Minister of National Defense Nurettin 
Canikli, the head of the National Intelligence Organization Hakan Fidan and the Turkish Ambassador 
in Tehran Riza Hakan Tekin. 
Such representative composition indicates that the parties have discussed a wide range of issues. 
In his speech, Erdogan noted the effectiveness of the dialogue between countries. He also said that 
the trade turnover between Turkey and Iran, which now reaches about $10 billion per year, can and 
should be increased at least three times. 
During the visit, a package of bilateral agreements was signed. One of the key topics was the agreement 
on the transition to settlements in national currencies. This will help reduce the dependence on the 
exchange rate of world currencies in the economic relations of the Turkish Republic and Tehran. 
The pressing issues in the regional plan was the situation in Syria and Iraq. The leaders of Turkey and 
Iran confirmed their intention to fight international terrorism. 
The topic of Kurdistan was not ignored by the two heads of state. Speaking at a joint press conference, 
Hassan Rouhani said: "We want security and stability in the Middle East ... the referendum on 
independence in Kurdistan, in Iraq is a sectarian conspiracy of foreign countries and under no 
circumstances will be recognized by Tehran and Ankara." In general, Turkey and Iran noted the need 
to maintain stability in the Middle East. 
Recall that on September 25, a referendum on the independence of the region was held in Iraqi 
Kurdistan. About 93% of residents voted for secession from Baghdad. The president of the Kurdish 
autonomy Masud Barzani stressed that this event does not mean the immediate declaration of 
independence; therefore, Erbil will seek a dialogue with all parties interested in this process. 
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PROSPECTS OF THE RUSSIAN-TURKMEN RELATIONS  

 
On October 2, Russian President Vladimir Putin paid an official visit to Turkmenistan. During the trip, 
the Russian leader held talks with the leadership of Turkmenistan. In particular, during the meeting 
with Turkmen President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, the sides discussed priority aspects of 
interstate relations, regional and international policy issues of mutual interest. 
Vladimir Putin said in his speech: "I would like to congratulate you on the successful holding of the 
Asian sports games. It was a grandiose event. I know that Ashgabat and the whole country have been 
preparing for it for over six years and have done a great job, and most importantly, all of this should 
stay alive, everything should be used." 
By the way, the visit of the Russian leader was very fruitful. The last visit of the Russian president to 
Turkmenistan was held 5 years ago and since that time a lot of topics for bilateral coordination have 
accumulated. In particular, the Turkmen media reported that during the meeting of the leaders of two 
countries a plan of events and projects on the implementation of the Program of Economic 
Cooperation between the Governments of Turkmenistan and Russia for 2017-2019 was agreed. 
The message of the Turkmen Dovlet Khabarlari state agency also notes that the parties paid special 
attention to the issues of trade and economic cooperation. In particular, the issue of increasing trade 
turnover was raised.  
In this regard, the Turkmen leader noted that it was necessary to reach specific projects, use the 
geographical and infrastructural advantages of both countries, and seek new directions; first of all, in 
such strategic spheres as industry, transport and communications, energy, agro-industrial complex, and 
new technologies. 
At the same time, one of the main documents was the Treaty on Strategic Partnership between the 
states.  
During the meeting, the head of Turkmenistan awarded V.Putin with the Order "For Contribution to 
the Development of Cooperation", established on the day of his arrival in Ashgabat.  
In general, the parties outlined plans for further deepening of bilateral relations. 
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AZERBAIJAN'S CONNECTIONS WITH THE EU ARE DEEPENING  

During the reporting period, negotiations between Azerbaijan and the Council of the European Union 
were held in Baku. President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received the delegation from Brussels. During 
the meeting I.Aliyev noted: "I think that this is the largest delegation from the European Union, which 
has visited Azerbaijan until today. This month we will celebrate the 26th anniversary of our 
independence. However, during this time we have made good progress in various areas. Today, 
Azerbaijan is a very stable, modern, developing country with a very clear view of the future." Conflict 
issues of the CIS space were discussed separately.  

At the same time, on October 4, Azerbaijani Minister of Foreign Affairs Elmar Mamedyarov also met 
with the delegation from the Committee on Politics and Security of the Council of the European 
Union. 

Trend reports that Mamedyarov, talking about the development of cooperation between Azerbaijan 
and the EU, the course of the negotiations on the draft agreement on strategic partnership, noted that 
Azerbaijan established strategic partnership with 10 EU countries. The Azerbaijani Foreign Minister 
told to the meeting participants about the current status of the negotiations on the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict in details. Mamedyarov once again stressed that the settlement of the problem is possible only 
within the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Azerbaijan, its internationally recognized borders. The 
Minister informed participants that on the margins of the 72nd session of the UN General Assembly, 
negotiations with the co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group, as well as with the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Armenia were held. 

The members of the delegation of the Committee on Politics and Security of the Council of the 
European Union noted the atmosphere of tolerance and multiculturalism prevailing in Azerbaijan, 
peaceful coexistence of representatives of various religions, development of cooperation between 
Azerbaijan and the EU, political, economic and financial reforms carried out in the country, as well as 
Azerbaijan's important role in the energy security of Europe. 
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE TANAP GOES ACCORDING TO PLAN 

During the reporting period, the Turkish authorities reported on the status of the Trans-Anatolian 
pipeline (TANAP) project. As the Minister of Energy and Natural Resources of Turkey Berat Albayrak 
noted during the press conference, the pipeline construction will be completed ahead of schedule. 

The Minister noted that at present the construction of the TANAP underwater section in the Sea of 
Marmara continues at an accelerated pace. He also said that on October 6, 1261 inch pipes were laid 
through the Sea of Marmara. 

Meanwhile, experts say that TANAP is one of the important projects not only for Turkey, but also for 
a number of countries in the region and the EU. 

In the middle of last month, one of the complex stages of the project implementation began. On 
September 23, the construction of the underwater section of TANAP began in the Marmara Sea. 

As the Turkish media note, now the works on the laying of pipes are held in the Turkish province of 
Canakkale. The length of the sea part of the TANAP pipeline is 19 kilometers. The Turkish authorities 
also report that the physical construction of the Trans-Anatolian pipeline has been completed by 82%. 

Recall that the TANAP gas pipeline will be laid from the Georgian-Turkish border to the western 
border of Turkey and will provide the transportation of gas from the Azerbaijani Shah Deniz field. 
The total length of TANAP is 1,850 kilometers. 

The initial throughput capacity of the TANAP pipeline is expected to be 16 billion cubic meters of gas 
per year. About six billion cubic meters will be delivered to Turkey, and the rest - to Europe. 

According to the latest agreements, it is planned to join Turkmenistan's gas pipeline in the future. 
However, the fate of the section of the Trans-Caspian gas pipeline remains unsettled in this respect. 
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RESULTS OF A.ATAMBAYEV’ S STATE VISIT TO UZBEKISTAN 
 
On October 5-6, the state visit of Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atambayev to the neighboring Republic 
of Uzbekistan took place. This trip became a return visit after the President of Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev visited the Kyrgyz Republic last month. 
A return visit was held exactly one month later. Such intensity of bilateral meetings is connected with 
the intention of the heads of states to start solving a set of problems. In particular, during the meeting 
in a narrow format, presidents of Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan discussed border issues, cooperation in 
the field of hydropower, transport and bilateral cultural and humanitarian ties. 
In general, the friendly atmosphere of meetings and readiness to discuss and solve the most difficult 
issues has become characteristic of the Kyrgyz-Uzbek relations. In particular, while meeting the 
distinguished guest, Shavkat Mirziyoyev noted that he considered that state visit as a vivid 
manifestation of consistently strengthening good-neighborly relations between fraternal countries and 
peoples. "Holding such meetings demanded by life itself, is a clear confirmation of the firm political 
will of the parties to find new ways to develop mutually beneficial relations." 
Bilateral meetings were very busy this time. For example, the parties have signed a new package of 
documents. Presidents of two countries signed the Declaration on Strategic Partnership, Building 
Trust, Good Neighborliness between the Kyrgyz Republic and the Republic of Uzbekistan. Also the 
following documents were signed: 
- On Mutual Understanding and Cooperation in the field of official statistics; 
- On Cooperation in Combating Illicit Trafficking Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and Their 
Precursors; 
- On the Supply of Mineral Fertilizers to the Kyrgyz Republic; 
- On the Development of Tourism, on the development of cooperation in the field of tourism; 
- Memorandum of Cooperation between the Kyrgyz National News Agency Kabar and the National 
Information Agency of Uzbekistan; 
- On cooperation in the field of transport; 
- On Cooperation in the Trade-Economic and Cultural-Humanitarian Spheres; 
At the same time, trade and economic ties between the republics are developing quite intensively. In 
particular, the media reported that representatives of businesses of Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan 
concluded contracts worth more than $200 million in Tashkent within the framework of the business  
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forum that was held within the visit of the Kyrgyz President to Uzbekistan. 
In general, the current Uzbek-Kyrgyz talks have once again demonstrated the similarity of assessments 
and approaches of Tashkent and Bishkek to the solution of the most pressing issues. In total, the 
parties have signed 12 documents. 
At the end of the talks, the President of Uzbekistan presented the first copy of the Manas epic 
published in Uzbek language to the President of Kyrgyzstan. 
The parties have stressed that it is important to maintain continuity of the policy of Kyrgyzstan after 
the forthcoming presidential elections in the Kyrgyz Republic. In this regard, the head of Uzbekistan 
noted that the presidential elections will be held in Kyrgyzstan on October 15. 
"I am sure that the wise Kyrgyz people will elect a worthy leader. During these years, much has been 
done under the leadership of Almazbek Sharshenovich. The most important thing today in Kyrgyzstan 
is peace and tranquility; people have confidence in the future. I really want this continuity to persist," 
Sh. Mirziyoyev said, thanking A. Atambayev for his attitude to cooperation between the two countries.  
Note that on October 15, presidential elections will take place in Kyrgyzstan. According to experts, the 

main favorites of the presidential race are candidates from the party "Republic" Omurbek Babanov and 

from the "SDPK" party Sooronbai Jeenbekov. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, the 

International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and coordinates a 

comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic world from ancient times to 

the present day.The Turkic Academy promotes cooperation between research and development and 

education centers, studying Turkish world. 

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 

Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 

 @intturkicacadem 

https://www.facebook.com/Intturkicacadem 

 

 


