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THE BELT AND ROAD FORUM WAS HELD IN BEIJING  
On 14-15th of May, the "Belt and Road: Cooperation for the Common Prosperity" Forum was held in 

the capital of China, Beijing, the importance of which, according to the Chinese side, is much higher 

than last year's G20 summit in Hangzhou. As the Chinese press reported, the holding of this event 

has several key goals. Among them is indicating intermediate results of the implementation of the 

Chinese One Belt, One Road initiative. Another goal of the Forum was the meeting of the most 

important participants of the initiative in order to determine together further ways of the project 

implementation. 

As organizers reported, 30 heads of states and governments, leaders of major international 

organizations and about 1,500 representatives from more than 130 countries took part in the Forum. 

At a press conference after the Forum, Chinese leader Xi Jinping said that the Forum gathered 

together like-minded people who outlined directions for future international cooperation within the 

framework of One Belt, One Way. During the event, key issues such as infrastructure 

communication, trade and economic cooperation, industrial investment, energy and resources, 

financial support, environmental protection were considered. 

President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev, as well as presidents of Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Turkey, Russia and other countries took part in the event along with the heads of 30 states and 3 

international organizations (the UN, World Bank, International Monetary Fund). 

For the past 2-3 days Beijing has attracted the attention of the world community. Here for the first 

time since the announcement of the initiative at the Nazarbayev University 3 and a half year ago, 

intermediate results were summed up and new plans for the future were underlined. 

Those experts who predicted a new breakthrough in the further development of the Chinese 

initiative One belt, One Road did not mistake. The first results of the Forum show that a huge 

number of agreements were signed for billions of dollars, or more precisely, RMB within the 

framework of the Forum in Beijing. 

It should be noted that the countries of Central Asia as a whole retained their importance in the 

initiative One belt, One Road. The Central Asian route to Europe was singled out by the participants 

as one of the most profitable and relevant. In this regard, it is necessary to highlight the agreements 

signed between China on the one hand and Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan on the other.  

In particular, the Chinese side directly noted that Kazakhstan is an important partner for this project 

for almost every participant. On the first day of the Forum, Chinese President Xi Jinping met with 

Nursultan Nazarbayev.  
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In his speech, the Chinese leader noted the success of the "Nurly Zhol" program, as well as the 

relevance of the CICA's international initiative. "Kazakhstan pays much attention and plays an active 

stimulating role in the development of infrastructure construction, actively participates in the 

formation of a cross-border transport and logistics system," the Chinese leader said. 

In turn, the President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev announced five proposals to the 

participants of the international forum as concrete steps to implement the One Belt, One Road 

initiative. These are items such as: 

The first for effective mastering of the growing transit potential of the road, it is necessary to 

consistently facilitate the passage of commodity flows through improving the level of service, 

eliminating administrative barriers, for which Kazakhstan takes concrete measures. 

The second is the importance of developing agricultural cooperation with a view to ensuring food 

security along the Silk Road. 

The third is the need for closer cooperation in the sphere of innovation and scientific and 

technological development. 

The fourth is the importance of rational water management of intercontinental transboundary rivers, 

which can also be transport arteries. 

And finally, the fifth - one of the main conditions for the development of the Belt and Road initiative 

- is the existence of mutual trust between countries involved and their readiness for equal, all-round 

cooperation, this would be facilitated by the further regular holding of this Forum. In this process 

CICA can become a good assistant. 

At the same time, it should be noted that the Forum itself concluded with the adoption of a specific 

document. On May 15, heads of state and government of 30 countries adopted the final 

communiqué of the first international economic forum, One Belt, One Road. As noted in the 

document, equal consultation, mutual benefit, harmony and tolerance, market mechanisms, balance 

and stability are the five key principles for further cooperation of participants in this event. 

According to the provisions of the communiqué, members of the Forum pledged to respect the 

principles and resolutions of the UN Security Council, the norms of domestic legislation, the 

territorial integrity and sovereignty of partner countries, and to plan and implement cooperation 

projects exclusively through consultations and negotiations. 

At the same time, results of bilateral meetings of leaders of Central Asian countries with the 

leadership of China were no less important. In particular, within the framework of the visit of Uzbek 

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev to China, the volume of signed investment agreements and contracts 

exceeded $20 billion. For example, Uzbek media reported that 10 documents for a total amount of 

more than $5 billion were signed in the oil and gas industry. In particular, Medium-term contract for 

the supply of natural gas from Uzbekistan to China, an agreement on financing the construction of a 

synthetic liquid fuel plant in the south of Uzbekistan, as well as projects to improve energy saving. 

In addition, agreements on modernizing nearly 300 pumping stations and developing hydropower in 

Uzbekistan for a total of $3 billion were signed. 

On May 13, the working visit of the President of Kyrgyzstan Almazbek Atambayev to China also 

took place. Within the framework of the visit, A. Atambayev took part in the international forum 

One belt, One Road, and met with Xi Jinping as well. 

During the meeting, Almazbek Atambayev expressed gratitude to the Chinese side for inviting to 

Beijing to participate in the Belt and Road Forum for international cooperation. He noted that China 

is a good neighbor of Kyrgyzstan, an important and reliable development partner. Grant, financial 

and technical assistance of China, provided to Kyrgyzstan over the years, significantly assisted in the 

socio-economic development of the country.  

In turn, Xi Jinping noted the importance of participation of the Kyrgyz Republic in the practical 

implementation of the initiative to create the Silk Road Economic Belt. He also stressed that China 

will continue to provide assistance in strengthening the economy of Kyrgyzstan through the 

implementation of specific projects based on the needs of the Kyrgyz side.  
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AZERBAIJAN HOSTED 2017 ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY GAMES 
Last week in Baku, the Islamic Solidarity Games have started, where 3 thousand athletes from 54 

countries of the world are fighting for primacy in various sports. These indicators are a record in 

themselves. Because so many countries have never participated in the Islamic Solidarity Games. 

According to the Azerbaijani press, a tourist flow from all over the world, Russia, Europe, and 

Middle East, comes to Baku. The Symbol of the 4th Islamic Solidarity Games is water, and mascots 

are Karabakh horses. 

As the President of Azerbaijan I.Aliyev noted, "Islamic Solidarity Games will not only be a sporting 

event, but days of unity and solidarity of the entire Islamic world." 

Athletes will compete for 269 sets of medals in 24 sports. Azerbaijan will be represented by 425 

athletes at the competition. Winners will be awarded a total of 1600 medals. 

It is expected that more than 1 billion viewers in more than 50 countries will observe the 4th Islamic 

Solidarity Games. Over 1000 media representatives were accredited to cover the competitions. 

Competitions are held at modern sports facilities, which were tested during the first European 

Games. In general, it is important to emphasize that the main goal of the event is to demonstrate the 

solidarity and friendliness of the Muslim world. 

Recall that the decision to hold the 4th Islamic Solidarity Games in Baku was adopted at the 8th 

General Assembly of the Sports Federation of Islamic Solidarity in July 2013. On September 18th, 

2015, the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev, signed an order on the 

establishment of the Organizing Committee for holding the 4th Islamic Solidarity Games in Baku. 

According to the press service of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, a lot of preparatory 

work has been done for the past period under the leadership of the Chairman of the Organizing 

Committee, First Vice-President of Azerbaijan Mehriban Aliyeva. All 16 sports arenas of Baku are 

prepared for the competitions at a high level, other necessary organizational arrangements have 

been made. With certainty, we can say that the upcoming Games in Baku will remain in the history 

of Islamic Games as a grandiose sports event. 
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RESULTS OF ERDOGAN'S VISIT TO THE USA 
During the reporting period, Erdogan's visit to the United States took place. Negotiations of Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan with the new president of the United States Donald Trump were held face to face 

for the first time. During the visit, the situation in Syria and the further role of Turkey in US policy 

were discussed. 

In general, as experts say, negotiations with US President Donald Trump have become rather 

difficult. The White House's decision to start deliveries of heavy weapons to Kurdish troops fighting 

in Syria raised tension at the meeting. President Erdogan, who was seeking the declaration of the 

Kurds as terrorists, called on Donald Trump to stop their support. Although, following the results of 

bilateral talks, the American leader still stated: "We support Turkey, which is in the forefront of the 

fight against terrorism and is fighting against such terrorist groups as the Daesh and the Workers' 

Party of Kurdistan." However, the head of the White House did not mention the topic of the Syrian 

Kurds and did not give reason to doubt that Washington will supply weapons to People’s Protection 

Units. 

At the same time, it is important to note that in general, Washington has made it clear to the world 

community that Turkey is one of NATO's key participants and an important US partner in the 

region. In this context, it should be noted that Turkey was also invited to a meeting in Riyadh, 

where leaders of 6 Arab countries and the US will gather. 

Apparently, the US intends to strengthen its influence in the Middle East and the Persian Gulf. There 

is a reason why Trump is making his first foreign visit to Saudi Arabia. Although, by tradition, the 

first visit the US presidents usually made to Canada, Mexico or one of the countries of the Old 

World.  

As a result, it is expected to discuss a new form of anti-terrorist struggle involving Arab monarchies 

and the United States at the meeting in Riyadh. There is information that in this new mechanism the 

American side would like to include such regional powers as Turkey and Egypt. This means that the 

US intends to involve Ankara in the orbit of its foreign policy projects. Thus, the US intends to 

return back Turkey, which is moving away from Europe.  
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TURKIC ACADEMY HELD THE MEDIAFORUM IN TURKESTAN 
In the reporting period, Turkestan and the South Kazakhstan region hosted a media forum on "The Turkic 

World and the Information Space" within the framework of the TURKSOY initiative the Cultural Capital of 

the Turkic World. 

Heads of major mass media from Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Turkey, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Bashkortostan 

(RF) gathered at the forum, among them were Kazinform INA, Anadolu Agency, TRT Avaz, Kazakh Radio 

and others. On the first day, within the framework of the “Spiritual renovation” program, “Motherland” 

project, the forum participants visited a number of sacred places in the region: Sairam, Otyrar, Arystan-Bab, 

and mausoleum of Khoja Ahmet Yassawi. 

At the opening ceremony of the forum, which was held under the moderation of the head of the Turkic 

Academy Darhan Kydyrali, Akim of the South Kazakhstan region Zhanseit Tuimebayev made a welcoming 

speech. In his speech, he noted that this forum is an important event within the framework of the program 

"Turkestan is the cultural capital of the Turkic world". In addition, he wished good luck to participants of the 

forum dedicated to the creation of a common information space. 

During the event, topical issues of journalism, strengthening of mutual cooperation and further development 

of intercultural relations were discussed. Speakers expressed the idea of creating a common TV channel, 

joint television series, animated films, a club of journalistic friendship. Representatives of the media are sure 

that joint work will solve many media problems of all countries of TURKSOY, and will strengthen their 

cooperation. In order to improve the efficiency of information exchange between the Turkic-speaking 

countries, representatives of the print mass media, who arrived at the forum, exchanged experience, agreed 

to work in close relations in the future. As a result of the forum, a resolution was adopted. 

Within the framework of the event, for the first time journalists were awarded Ismail Gaspirali Media 

Award. The Akimat of the South-Kazakhstan region and the International Turkic Academy were the 

organizers of the media forum. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and 

Turkey, the International Turkic Academy is an international organization that 

conducts and coordinates a comprehensive study of languages, culture and 

history of the Turkic world from ancient times to the present day. The Turkic 

Academy promotes cooperation between research and development and 

education centers, studying Turkish world. 

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 

Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 

 @intturkicacadem 

  https://www.facebook.com/Intturkicacadem 

 


