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ASTANA HOSTED THE EURASIAN INTERGOVERNMENTAL COUNCIL MEETING 
On August 14, 2017, the Eurasian Intergovernmental Council held a meeting in 

Astana. Delegations led by prime ministers of Russia, Belarus, Armenia, and 

Kyrgyzstan attended the meeting.  

The meeting agenda included such pressing issues as lifting barriers in industry, 

agrarian and energy sectors. The prime ministers considered twelve issues in different 

spheres: from the creation of a common digital space among the member states of 

the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) to the implementation of the mechanism of 

traceability and customs declaration of goods. 

In addition, the parties discussed a draft agreement on pensions. According to 

experts, this agreement allows to take into account any pension accumulations at the 

end of labor activity, regardless of in which of the EEU countries they were made. 

In his speech delivered to the participants, Prime Minister of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan Bakytzhan Sagintayev said that "It is important to eliminate trade barriers. 

They need to be removed not only on papers, but also on the ground. At the same 

time, it is necessary to ensure that the EEU members adhere to agreements. Time and 

situation are not constant. It is important to keep working on other areas of our 

cooperation, including on the digital agenda." 

A great deal of attention was paid to the interaction in the sphere of trade and 

measures to deepen the economic integration of the EEU nations. According to 

Russian Prime Minister D. Medvedev, "Within the first four months of the year the 

volume of internal and external trade of the EEU has increased by more than a quarter. 

All countries without exception have strengthened their presence in foreign markets. 

The volume of export supplies increased by around 10%. The commodity structure 

is also changing, the export of machinery and equipment is growing by almost a third 

(by 34%). Export of food and agricultural raw materials rose by 26 percent." 

As a result of the meeting, the prime ministers of the EEU nations signed a number 

of important agreements. In particular, the parties were able to reach an agreement 

on the imminent adoption of the pension security agreement.  
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As experts note, once the document enters into force, citizens will be able to work 

in any country of the EEU without losing their employment history and pension for 

the period of their employment in another member-state. It is expected that this 

document will be signed in 2018 by the presidents of the EEU members. After the 

meeting of the Eurasian Intergovernmental Council, the prime ministers visited the 

international specialized exhibition EXPO, where they were presented exhibits in the 

"Nur alem" national pavilion of Kazakhstan. 

The meetings of the Intergovernmental Council of the EEU takes place on a systematic 

basis that the parties could manage to consistently deal with issues regarding 

multilateral cooperation. 

It should be noted that President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev had meetings 

with the prime ministers of the EEU member-states. In particular, during the meeting 

with Mr. Jeenbekov, President Nazarbayev stressed that the basis of cooperation 

between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan is not the individual relationship between the 

heads of the states, but common history of the two nations’ people and trustful 

relationships between them. “We are neighbors and we have common roots. I always, 

as far as possible, provide necessary assistance to ensure the successful future of 

Kyrgyzstan. Political stability plays an important role to ensuring an economic 

development. We will always be together with the Kyrgyz people. In Kyrgyzstan, 

presidential elections are coming, and we will work with the President whom the 

Kyrgyz people choose, " Nursultan Nazarbayev said. 
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THE KYRGYZ-UZBEK RELATIONSHIP GAINING MOMENTUM  

Uzbek Prime Minister Abdulla Aripov paid a working visit to Kyrgyzstan during which 

he met with Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atambaev, held talks with his counterpart 

Sooronbai Jeenbekov, and took part in the work of the intergovernmental 

commission on the delimitation and demarcation of the border between the two 

nations. 

During the meeting with Mr. Aripov, President Atambayev noted that President of 

Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyev has made a great contribution to strengthening the 

Kyrgyz-Uzbek relationship and expressed confidence that Prime Minister Aripov’s 

visit would bring a new impetus to the further development of the bilateral relations. 

In addition, for the first time over the past eight years the intergovernmental 

commission of Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan held a meeting in Bishkek. During the 

meeting, the parties discussed the transit cargo movement, opening of cargo 

checkpoints, and the creation of joint logistics centers and enterprises. 

The parties highlighted that in the short period of time (since September 2016), the 

Kyrgyz-Uzbek bilateral relations have visibly intensified in all key areas of 

cooperation. 

"This became possible largely due to the constant contacts between our presidents 

Shavkat Mirziyoyev and Almazbek Atambaev. Our presidents have opened an entirely 

new page of the Kyrgyz-Uzbek relations," PM Aripov said. 

It was also noted that in the field of delimitation and demarcation of the Uzbek-

Kyrgyz border, working groups of government delegations are finalizing preparations 

for concluding an interim agreement. The total length of the border between 

Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan is 1378 kilometers. About 300 kilometers of more than 50 

sites remain a subject of dispute. 

In conclusion, it should be noted that the frequent contacts at the highest level have 

brought tangible results and the relations between the fraternal Turkic countries have 

gained new impulses. 
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TAPI GAS PIPELINE PROJECT GAINIG TANGIBILITY 
On August 13-15, 2017, the government delegation of Turkmenistan led by Deputy 

Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Rashid Meredov visited India. As the Turkmen 

media outlets report, the Turkmen-Indian talks heavily focused on cooperation in the 

energy sector. In particular, the delegation from Turkmenistan held the meeting of 

the intergovernmental Turkmen-Indian commission on trade, economic, scientific 

and technological cooperation, which was led by Sushma Svaraj, India's Minister of 

External Relations. 

The sides discussed cooperation in the fields of energy, trade, economy, transport, 

civil aviation, information technology, science, culture and education. 

Separate meetings were held in the ministries of finance, transport and oil and gas 

industry of India. During discussions in the mentioned government agencies of India 

on TAPI, the parties noted the importance and timeliness of the implementation of 

the gas pipeline project. 

Earlier the Turkmen media reported that the construction of the 214 kilometers long 

Turkmen section of the TAPI gas pipeline began in December 2015. On other sites, 

prospecting works are carried out. As the leader of the consortium TAPI Pipeline 

Company Limited, the state-owned company “Turkmengaz” has consolidated a 

controlling stake. The consortium also includes the Afghan Gas Corporation, 

Pakistan's Inter State Gas Systems (Private) Limited and the Indian GAIL.  

The total length of the pipeline with a capacity of 33 billion cubic meters of gas per 

year will be 1,814 kilometers, including 774 kilometers through the territory of 

Afghanistan, 826 kilometers from Pakistan to the Fazilka settlement on the border 

with India. 

India is one of the main potential importer of the Turkmen gas through this pipeline. 

Pakistan has no less interest in Turkmen gas. However, it should be noted that despite 

the obvious attractiveness of the TAPI project, its construction still faces a number of 

difficulties. In particular, the financing of certain parts, including the Afghan section 

of the pipeline, remains unresolved. 
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THE UZBEK EMBASSY TO KAZAKHSTAN MOVING FROM ALMATY TO ASTANA 
Last week it was announced that the Embassy of Uzbekistan to Kazakhstan will move to a 

new building in the capital of the country, Astana. Until the decision on moving the Uzbek 

Embassy was one of several diplomatic missions based in Almaty, the southern capital of 

Kazakhstan. 

The delegation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Uzbekistan headed by Deputy Minister 

Saidikram Niyazhodzhaev held talks in Astana with Kazakh Foreign Kairat Abdrakhmanov. 

According to the press service of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, "The parties 

discussed important issues of the bilateral cooperation, including the implementation of the 

agreements between the leaders of the two countries reached during Uzbek President 

Shavkat Mirziyev’s official visit to Kazakhstan in March this year." In particular, the sides 

discussed issues related to the building construction for the Embassy of Uzbekistan in Astana, 

as well as the opening of the Consulate General of Uzbekistan in the current building of 

the diplomatic mission in Almaty. 

This topic was also discussed in the Committee for Housing and Communal Services of the 

Ministry of Investment and Development, the Migration Committee of the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs of Kazakhstan, and the Astana Akimat (the City Administration). 

During the visit, the Uzbek delegation visited the international specialized EXPO-2017 

exhibition in the capital of Kazakhstan and stopped by the national pavilion of Uzbekistan. 

As we wrote in our previous issues, as Shavkat Mirziyeva came to power, the nation has 

pursued new policies and implemented noticeable reforms. These reforms can be seen in 

the foreign policy of Tashkent. As a result, the Uzbek leadership began to prioritize 

strengthening ties with neighboring Central Asian countries. 

In short, the movement of the diplomatic mission of Uzbekistan from Almaty to Astana is 

long overdue. The Embassy of Uzbekistan Kazakhstan will move from Almaty to Astana. 
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THE NORTH KOREAN CRISIS HAS ESCALATED 

Periodic threats by the leadership of the DPRK to strike at American military bases, as well 

as counter threats from Washington about the use of a missile strike against Pyongyang, 

have become commonplace. However, last week the situation with mutual threats 

approached the critical point and the parties were on the verge of a full-fledged conflict. 

The situation surrounding the nuclear program of North Korea remains a permanent irritant 

for the world community, and primarily for the United States. However, most of the time 

the U.S. and its allies could to ensure a sense of predictability on the Korean peninsula. The 

North Korean leader always made political statements. Kim Jong-un’s father also used to 

make bold statements. 

The situation around the DPRK began to escalate after Donald Trump’s aggressive 

statements and actions who decided to demonstrate his strength. The bombs thrown at 

Afghanistan and missile strikes at the airbase in Syria also served as a clear message to 

Pyongyang understand that Trump could strike at them if he decides so. 

Pyongyang, on the contrary, began to intensively conduct all kinds of missiles tests, 

including intercontinental ones. The situation once again turned into the acute phase on 

August 15, 2017. North Korean leader Kim Jong-un ordered the military to be ready to strike 

at any moment. It was said that Kim Jong-un was briefed on the army plan to launch missiles 

targeting Guam. "The US ... must make the right decision and demonstrate through actions 

that they want to reduce tensions on the Korean peninsula and prevent a dangerous military 

clash," Reuters quoted Kim Jong-un referring to the North Korean media. 

At the moment, the situation has relatively stabilized. However, the situation with the DPRK 

nuclear program remains one of the most problematic ones. It’s worth to mentioning that 

the North Korean issue in recent weeks has overshadowed the Syrian crisis in the 

information space.  
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INTERNATIONAL FIELD SEMINAR HELD IN MONGOLIA 

In Delgerkhaan, a district in Kentay Province of the East Mongolia, an International field 

workshop was held within the framework of the 3rd  International expedition "From Kentay 

to Ulutau: Modernization of the Historical Memory", which was organized by the 

International Turkic Academy (TWESCO) with the support of the National Museum of 

Mongolia. 

President of the Academy Darkhan Kydyrali, Director of the National Museum of Mongolia 

D. Sukhbaatar and prominent historians, archeologists, turkologists, and representatives of 

leading mass media of the two countries took part in the event. 

Prior to attending the seminar, members of the International expedition visited the Burkhan 

Khaldun Mountain, Genghis Khan's birthplace.  

It is planned that the expedition group will conduct archeological excavations and explore 

ancient Turkic memorial complexes such as Hayaa Khudag and Gunburd. 

The expedition organized for the third time in Mongolia is committed to reviving sacred 

places and historical conscience that underlined in President Nursultan Nazarbayev’s article 

"The Course towards Future: Modernization of Public Conscience". 

It should be noted that the expedition route includes most important places for the ancient 

Turkic history in Mongolia and Kazakhstan. Thus, the expedition starts at the Burkhan 

Khaldun Mountain and ends at the Mausoleum of Alasha Khan and Joshy Khan in Ulutau. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and 

Turkey, the International Turkic Academy is an international organization that 

conducts and coordinates a comprehensive study of languages, culture and history 

of the Turkic world from ancient times to the present day.The Turkic Academy 

promotes cooperation between research and development and education centers, 

studying Turkish world. 

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 

Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 

 

 

 @intturkicacadem 

 https://www.facebook.com/Intturkicacadem 
 

 

 
 


