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ТurkicWeekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  in the 

Turkic world.ТurkicWeekly provides timely information and an objective assessment on  

relevant issues in the agenda of Turkic countries. 

 

ТurkicWeekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, published by the International 

Turkic Academy. 
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RESULTS OF NURSULTAN NAZARBAYEV'S VISIT TO UZBEKISTAN 
 

On 15-16th of September, President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev paid a state visit to 
Uzbekistan. During the meeting with the Uzbek leader Shavkat Mirziyoyev, the parties discussed 
topical issues of bilateral cooperation in such areas as trade, industry, energy, transport and logistics. 
As experts note, Kazakhstani-Uzbek relations have acquired unprecedented scope over the past year. 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev personally met the Kazakhstani leader at the airport. 
At a briefing, speaking on the results of the talks in a narrow format, N.Nazarbayev noted that the 
permanent summit meetings became a good tradition and called the current visit to Uzbekistan a 
historical. "This is our sixth meeting in a short period of time, it is a vivid example of our strategic 
cooperation and dynamic development of bilateral relations," said the President of Kazakhstan. 
The parties note that today peoples of the two countries have the opportunity to travel more often 
and deepen their trade and economic ties due to the measures taken in recent months. In particular, 
twice a week the Tulpar-Talgo high-speed train runs between Almaty and Tashkent. 
As it was noted in the meetings of Kazakhstani and Uzbek business circles, the intensification of 
bilateral contacts on the highest political level positively influenced mutual trade turnover.  
During the bilateral talks, attention was also paid to the issue of water use and the further fate of the 
Aral Sea. The parties confirmed their firm intention to continue work to save the Aral Sea. At the 
same time, a special attention was paid to the topical issues of the regional and global agenda. 
Nursultan Nazarbayev and Shavkat Mirziyoyev emphasized the need to deepen ties in the cultural 
sphere. 
The head of state also pointed at the importance of developing cultural and humanitarian ties 
between the two countries. In particular, the parties agreed to hold the Year of Uzbekistan in 
Kazakhstan in 2018. The Year of Kazakhstan in Uzbekistan is also on the agenda. Within the 
framework of these initiatives, it is planned to hold various events that will contribute to close 
relations of the fraternal peoples of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. 
In his speech Shavkat Mirziyoyev highly appreciated the contribution of Kazakhstan and personally 
Nursultan Nazarbayev to strengthening peace and stability in the region, as well as in the global 
arena. In particular, the head of Uzbekistan noted, "Your book "On the threshold of the XXI 
century" has been translated into Uzbek. It is a great pleasure to introduce it to you."  
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Moreover, on the initiative of the Uzbek president an order was presented to President Kazakhstan. 
The decree of Sh. Mirziyoyev stated: "In the name of peace and progress and for the great merits in 
deepening and expanding the traditional relations of friendship and strategic partnership between our 
countries, as well as in strengthening international cooperation, award the "Yel yurt Khurmati" Order 
("Respect of  people and the Motherland") to the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
Nazarbayev Nursultan Abishevich". 
In addition, governments of two countries have signed a package of following documents: 
1. Agreement on strategic cooperation between "NC Kazahstantemirzholy" JSC and 
"Uzbekistontemiryullari" JSC;  
2. Memorandum of Understanding between the Akimat of Kyzylorda region of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan and the Khokimiyat of the Navoi region of the Republic of Uzbekistan in the trade, 
economic and cultural-humanitarian spheres; 
3. Memorandum of Understanding between the Akimat of the South Kazakhstan region of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan and the Khokimiyat of Tashkent region of the Republic of Uzbekistan in the 
trade-economic and cultural-humanitarian spheres; 
4. Memorandum of Understanding between the Akimat of the South Kazakhstan region of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan and the Khokimiyat of the Syrdarya region of the Republic of Uzbekistan in 
the trade, economic and cultural-humanitarian spheres; 
5. Agreement between the Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the State Customs 
Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on cooperation in combating smuggling and violations of 
customs legislation; 
6. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan on cooperation in the military-technical sphere; 
7. Framework agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the 
Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan on some issues of cooperation in the energy sector; 
8. Road map on cooperation in the field of water relations; 
9. Road map for the reconstruction and modernization of checkpoints, highways and the 
development of the adjacent territory on the Kazakh-Uzbek state border; 
10. Joint statement of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the President of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan. 
 
In general, the state visit of Nursultan Nazarbayev to Uzbekistan was held in a friendly atmosphere 
and the parties confirmed their intention to deepen cooperation in all spheres. On Sunday, 
September 17, two presidents went to Turkmenistan to participate in the Asian Games. 
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KAZAKHSTAN-TURKMEN RELATIONS ARE EXPANDING 

 
On September 17, presidents of Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan met in Ashgabat, where Nursultan 
Nazarbayev arrived on a working visit to participate in large-scale celebrations in honor of the 5th Asian 
Indoor and Martial Arts Games opening. 
Within the framework of the meeting of N. Nazarbayev with G. Berdimuhamedov, the sides discussed issues 
of cooperation in the field of transport, water and energy complex, trade issues and others. 
G. Berdimuhamedov in his speech stressed that bilateral relations between the two countries were developing 
dynamically. "This is a good basis for close cooperation within authoritative international structures, primarily 
the UN, and for mutual understanding on major global and regional issues where Turkmenistan and 
Kazakhstan have common or similar positions," the Turkmen leader said. 
In his turn, N.Nazarbayev highly appreciated the initiatives of the official Ashgabat to address issues of water 
and environmental problems, and a great job done by Turkmenistan as a chairman in the International Fund 
for Saving the Aral Sea. 
"Our neighborly, fraternal duty in such cases is to support, rejoice. I congratulate you on the Asian Indoor 
Games! I know that many sports facilities have been built, all of them will remain for the people, for the city. 
And such events make it possible to learn more about Turkmenistan, its capital and to tell the world more 
about the achievements of the state during the years of independence," Nursultan Nazarbayev emphasized. 
"This is our common holiday. We will once again show the whole world how we can cherish a healthy 
lifestyle, how we can unite peoples. Half the world, 64 countries arrived at our event. And at the request of 
the UN, 65th country is refugees. This is how we show our solidarity, stability and security in the region. You 
left a trace in the history by holding the EXPO-2017. This is also a regional grand parade at the highest 
organizational level. And today we are reaching this together. I would like to congratulate you, yesterday your 
athletes were already awarded. I think you will give your parting words today. I am very glad to see you, 
welcome!"- said Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov in his welcoming speech. 
In general, within the framework of the visit, transport cooperation became the priority issues on the agenda. 
The parties noted that the constructed Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran railway becomes an important link in 
the formation of a modern transport infrastructure that will bring the economic and trade partnership 
between countries of Central Asia and neighboring regions to a qualitatively new level. 
The parties also outlined plans for cooperation in the field of passenger transportation. In particular, the 
issues of opening additional highways connecting Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan are under consideration. 
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ASHGABAT HOSTS THE ASIAN GAMES 

On September 17, the opening ceremony of the 5th Asian Indoor Games was held in Ashgabat, the capital of 
Turkmenistan. The ceremony was attended by the leadership of Turkmenistan, as well as high-ranking guests 
from different countries. In particular, the presidents of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and other 
countries of the Asian continent became honorable guests of the event. 
As the Turkmen mass media note, the opening ceremony of the games became the longest ever performed 
on the stage or in the air. 2 hours of original music was performed by 200 musicians. 
The participants of the ceremony were dressed in more than 7000 suits with 75,000 unique elements, specially 
designed by the design team. 
The show was held in a complex specially constructed for the games - Central platform of cylindrical shape 
(30 meters in height) rises above the structure (11 meters in depth and 25 meters wide). 
The ceremony shows the viewers the history of the state, great cities of the past, five regions, 24 tribes. The 
story tells about the continuity from the great past to the glorious future. 
The plot of the ceremony: "Sport is an integral part of Ashgabat's life" contains aerial battles in the air, chic 
choreography of national dances, and fascinating acquaintance with 21 sports, competitions in which will be 
held for 12 days. 
As the Turkmen media note, for the first time in the history of the Asian Games 64 delegations from the 
states of Asia and Oceania participated in the parade of athletes. 
The culmination of the event was the lighting of the torch of the Games, accompanied by a demonstration of 
the skills of Turkmen zhigits who brought the Olympic fire to Ashgabat from the largest gas field Galkynysh. 
Organizers note that the program included competitions on 21 kinds of sports. Competitions will be held in 
track and field athletics, powerlifting, basketball, futsal, tennis, cycling, swimming in the 50-meter pool, 
jumping, sports dancing, bowling, billiards, chess, Thai boxing, taekwondo (WTF), kickboxing, sambo, jiu-
jitsu, kurash, wrestling on the belts, Greco-Roman and free-style wrestling and the Turkmen national 
wrestling.. 
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ALMAZBEK ATAMBAYEV VISITED RUSSIA  

President of the Kyrgyz Republic Almazbek Atambayev paid the working visit to the Russian 
Federation on September 14. Within the framework of the visit, the leaders of Kyrgyzstan and Russia 
held a meeting in Sochi, during which they discussed issues of bilateral cooperation and interaction 
of the parties along the line of the EAEC. 

Welcoming the head of Kyrgyzstan, Vladimir Putin noted that he was glad to meet and discuss 
topical issues of cooperation between the two states. 

"We have meetings on a regular basis, and it's good, because there is always something to talk about. 
The volume of our relations, interaction is growing, so there are always topical issues that require 
prompt discussion," the Russian leader said, adding that trade between the countries is growing, and 
there are progresses in almost all directions. 

According to Vladimir Putin, there is an intensification of economic ties with other members of the 
association since the accession of Kyrgyzstan to the Eurasian Economic Union. "These are positive 
trends, but, of course, we need to take a closer look at some of the issues," he said. 

In his turn, Almazbek Atambayev noted that he would be glad to discuss the issues of bilateral 
cooperation. 

"Every opportunity to discuss bilateral issues is important. I'm glad, and it is not secret that I always 
find understanding. During our last meeting in Moscow, we discussed the driver's license for 
migrants and other issues. All of them are almost solved. I would like to resolve as many of these 
issues as possible before I leave. I am glad that we will have several meetings until December. I think 
we should do everything to ensure that the level of relations between our countries, which we have 
achieved, will have further development," Almazbek Atambayev said. 

Meanwhile, according to experts, one of the key topics at the talks was the presidential election in 
Kyrgyzstan, which will be held on October 15 this year. Analysts note that the continuity of 
Atambayev's course is important for Moscow. 
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THE ASTANA PROCESS CONTINUES  
Another one negotiations on the Syrian problem was completed in Astana last week. All participants 
of the process came to Astana to meet. Among them are the special representative of the UN 
Secretary General for Syria Staffan de Mistura, delegations of the guarantor countries - Russia, 
Turkey, Iran, as well as the mission of the United States and Jordan. In addition, 24 representatives 
of the armed opposition took part in the negotiations. 

At the end of negotiations, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan Kairat 
Abdrakhmanov read a joint statement of the guarantor countries of Iran, Russia and Turkey. 
According to media reports, this statement has 14 points. 

According to this statement, Russia, Turkey and Iran announce the creation of de-escalation zones in 
the north of Homs province, in the province of Idlib and in certain parts of the neighboring 
provinces of Latakia, Hama and Aleppo, as well as in certain areas in southern Syria. The parties 
decided that the de-escalation zones will operate initially for 6 months with an automatic extension 
on the basis of a consensus of the guarantor countries. 

In addition, it was also noted that a joint Iranian-Russian-Turkish coordination center would be 
established to coordinate actions of the forces in de-escalation zones to control these territories. The 
guarantor countries noted progress in the fight against terrorist groups through the operation of de-
escalation zones. 

According to paragraph 14 of the joint statement of the guarantor countries, the next meeting in 
Astana on settlement of Syrian conflict will be held in late October this year. 

In general, according to experts, the "Astana process" shows its effectiveness. Thus, according to 
most of experts, the Astana format increases the effectiveness of the Geneva talks, which remains 
the main format of settlement in Syria. 

Recall that peace talks in the capital of Kazakhstan were held for the first time in late January 2017. 
The new site was intended to complement the Geneva format, which looked extremely inefficient by 
the end of 2016. The first achievement of the Astana process was that the third parties were able for 
the first time to gather representatives of Syria at one negotiating table. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, the 

International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and coordinates a 

comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic world from ancient times to 

the present day.The Turkic Academy promotes cooperation between research and development 

and education centers, studying Turkish world. 
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