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ТurkicWeekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  in the 

Turkic world.ТurkicWeekly provides timely information and an objective assessment on  

relevant issues in the agenda of Turkic countries. 

 

ТurkicWeekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, published by the International 

Turkic Academy. 
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RESULTS OF THE 72ND SESSION OF THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 
During the reporting period, the regular 72nd session of the UN General Assembly was held in New 
York. Over one hundred heads of state and government, as well as ministers of foreign affairs and 
heads of delegations addressed its participants. All Central Asian countries were represented at the 
session. Kazakhstan was represented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs K.Abdrakhmanov, 
Uzbekistan by the Head of State Sh.Mirziyoyev, Tajikistan by E.Rahmon, Kyrgyzstan and 
Turkmenistan by the Foreign Ministers. 
In general, the most acute issues facing the modern world community were discussed during the 
session. As the chairman of the 72nd session of the UN General Assembly Miroslav Lajcak noted, 
there was a very busy week. 196 speeches were made at the rostrum. For the first time in 11 years, 
representatives of all member and observer states made statements during the general political 
discussion of the UN General Assembly. He also noted that representatives of almost all states called 
for paying more attention to efforts to prevent conflicts, protect human rights and strengthen the 
international system for the protection of refugees and migrants.  
After the conclusion of the general political discussion, the General Assembly allocates most of the 
issues of its extensive agenda to six main committees. But some issues will be dealt with directly in 
plenary sessions without being referred to committees.  
The General Assembly transfers the problems of disarmament and international security to the first 
committee. Economic and financial issues are considered by the second. The third committee deals 
with social and humanitarian issues. As usual, issues relating to the protection of human rights 
dominate on its agenda. The fourth committee devotes its work to special political and 
decolonization issues. Its agenda covers a very wide range of topics - from peacekeeping and 
information problems to space exploration. The fifth committee is focused on administrative and 
budgetary matters. The sixth committee considers the problems of international law. 
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US SECRETARY OF STATE PRAISES  
KAZAKHSTAN’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE WORLD COMMUNITY 

A separate meeting of the UN Security Council initiated by the United States was held within the 
framework of the UN General Assembly session. The key topic of the meeting was the threats of 
non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems. Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson in his report highlighted Kazakhstan and Astana's role in the process of global disarmament 
and non-proliferation. In particular, R. Tillerson stated: “The Republic of Kazakhstan serves as an 
exceptional example of wisdom in renouncing nuclear weapons. In partnership with the United 
States and with the assistance of US senators Sam Nunn and Richard Lugar, Kazakhstan preferred to 
remove former Soviet weapons and related nuclear technologies from its territory, and acceded to 
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons as a non-nuclear state. This bold decision 
by Kazakhstan's leadership has significantly reduced the threat of the entry of nuclear weapons, its 
components, nuclear materials and dual-use technology into the hands of intruders. Nuclear weapons 
complicate relations with other countries and create the risk of miscalculation, accidents or 
proliferation." 
In general, Kazakhstan's policy on global issues invariably receives high praise from the world 
community. As we were observing last six months, the confrontational rhetoric between the US and 
the DPRK has acquired large-scale forms and a tough uncompromising character. Each of the 
parties does not intend to retreat. In this situation, as never before, the task of peace negotiations 
became urgent. Discussion of these pressing issues became the reason of the next convocation of the 
UN Security Council at the level of foreign ministers. 
From the speech of the US Secretary of State, two provisions were evident: 
First, the world community really appreciates the step taken by Kazakhstan led by N.A. Nazarbayev. 
It includes voluntary renunciation of nuclear weapons and the balanced and peaceful foreign policy. 
Secondly, the world community led by the United States demonstrated readiness to accept the 
experience of Kazakhstan in the development and expansion of the anti-nuclear movement at the 
global level. 
This means that all initiatives of Nursultan Nazarbayev on the anti-nuclear movement received a 
positive assessment at the level of global powers. In other words, what our President has been talking 
about since the mid-1990s finally found understanding and support at the highest level.  
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Recall that the Head of our state consistently promotes a course toward a nuclear-free world in the 
whole planet. As we remember, the Republic of Kazakhstan voluntarily refused to possess the most 
powerful nuclear arsenal. We were the first in the world to close forever the Semipalatinsk nuclear 
test site. And the Treaty on the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia signed 
in Semipalatinsk in August 2006 has vividly demonstrated to the whole world the political will of the 
leader of Kazakhstan in the matter of renouncing the Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD). That 
time Central Asia once again drew the attention of the world community to the problem of nuclear 
non-proliferation.   
Starting with the creation of local nuclear-weapon-free zones, exemplified by the Central Asian 
region, today N. Nazarbayev's anti-nuclear movement has reached a global level. Thus, Kazakhstan 
has become an example of a strong political will in the matter of renouncing nuclear weapons and 
building a nuclear-free world. 
In this respect, Tillerson's assessment of N.Nazarbayev's personal merit is not accidental. In the 
assessments of the world community, the head of state is becoming one of the key politicians, who 
plays an important role in shaping the world order built exclusively on diplomatic and friendly 
measures. 
In this context, it would be appropriate to note that Nursultan Nazarbayev was nominated several 
times for the Nobel Prize, by American congressmen as well. 
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VISIT OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF KYRGYZSTAN TO RUSSIA 

 
An official visit of the Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan Sapar Isakov to Russia took place on September 
29-30. During the visit to the Russian Federation, the head of the Kyrgyz Cabinet of Ministers met 
with his Russian counterpart Dmitry Medvedev and the Chairman of the State Duma V. Volodin. 
During the meeting with Dmitry Medvedev, the parties discussed prospects for trade, economic and 
investment cooperation between the Russian Federation and the Kyrgyz Republic. In particular, the 
talks were about cooperation in the energy sector. Particular attention was paid to integration within 
the framework of the Eurasian Economic Union. 
Dmitry Medvedev expressed his hope for deeper cooperation within the framework of the EAEU. 
"Firstly, I once again congratulate you on your appointment to the post of Prime Minister of 
Kyrgyzstan! I wish you success! This work is quite difficult. I hope that your government will ensure 
the proper continuity of the course that your country has conducted in recent years. And this course 
was really aimed at the all-round development of relations with the Russian Federation," the Prime 
Minister of Russia said. 
 
In his turn, S.Isakov also noted that today the Kyrgyz-Russian relations have reached a new and 
qualitative level. "We can now confidently say that true strategic and allied relations are present in our 
bilateral affairs," Sapar Isakov said. 
During the talks with V. Volodin, S. Isakov noted the positive dynamics of bilateral cooperation, the 
prospects for interparliamentary interaction within the CIS, as well as the positive dynamics of 
development within the framework of the EAEU. "Today our enterprises have come to life. 
Standards set within the framework of the EAEU allow improving the quality of products. Due to 
Russia, we receive substantial assistance to equip our laboratories and checkpoints on the external 
borders of the EAEU," Sapar Isakov said in his speech. 
As the press service of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic informs, this is the first official visit 
of the Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic to Russia in the recent history of the country since 
1991. Before that, all visits of the heads of government were of a working nature. Also this is Sapar 
Isakov's first visit to Russia as a prime minister. 
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NEW YORK MEETING IN C5+ 1 FORMAT  

Another important for Central Asian countries meeting was held within the session of the UN 
General Assembly. Thus, a meeting in C5+1 format was held in New York with the participation of 
foreign ministers from all Central Asian countries, as well as the US Secretary of State. 

The heads of the foreign ministries of the countries of Central Asia and the US Secretary of State 
exchanged views on the emerging common agenda, especially in the areas of economy, ecology and 
security.  

Participants of the meeting discussed joint approaches to further development of regional 
cooperation. The sides also discussed the situation in Afghanistan and prospects for involving the 
country in regional processes. 

The Foreign Ministers of six countries also discussed other issues of mutual interest. 

Recall that the C5+1 format was created in 2015. Since its establishment, 2 official meetings took 
place in this format. Last time the foreign ministers of Central Asia and the former US Secretary of 
State D. Kerry held a working meeting in Hamburg on the sidelines of the OSCE summit. 

After the change of power in the United States the fate of the C5+1 format was unknown for a long 
time. Many experts predicted that D. Trump would abandon this initiative, since it was initiated by 
H. Clinton and her team. 

However, the expectations were not justified and Trump’s Administration decided to continue 
meetings in this format. The meeting that took place in New York was initiated by the American 
side. As R. Tillerson noted in his speech, the United States confirms its interest in the C5 + 1 format 
and intends to make every effort to deepen its interaction with all countries of Central Asia. 
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TEXTBOOK OF THE COMMON TURKIC HISTORY WAS APPROVED 
The final meeting of the commission of experts to discuss the final Draft Textbook of Common 
Turkic History till 15th century, prepared by the International Turkic Academy (TWESCO), was held 
in Astana last week. 

Representatives of the Ministries of Education of the Turkic Council member states - Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey, experts from the Turkic Council and the International Turkic 
Academy, as well as historians participated in the meeting. 

Experts from the special Working Group have been discussing the Draft Textbook for three days 
(September 25-27) and complementing the content with the necessary corrections. Experts who took 
part in the discussion took into consideration the decisions taken at the Fourth Meeting of the 
Ministers of Education of the Turkic-speaking countries. 

At the meeting moderated by the head of the Academy Darkhan Kydyrali, the parties approved the 
final Draft Textbook of Common Turkic History. The Textbook for 8th grade students of secondary 
schools covers the period from ancient times to the 15th century and consists of 7 sections. 

As a result of the meeting, the Working Group adopted a Special Protocol.  

According to the protocol, the Draft Textbook will be presented at the 6th Summit of the Heads of 
Turkic Council member states which is scheduled to be held in Kyrgyzstan in March 2018. 

It should be noted that participants of the meeting highly appreciated the work of the Turkic 
Academy which prepared and published the Textbook of Common Turkic History till 15th century. 
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HUNGARY WAS GRANTED AN OBSERVER STATUS IN THE INTERNATIONAL TURKIC 
ACADEMY 

According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, the application of Hungary for 
obtaining observer status in the International Turkic Academy in Astana was approved. 

The issues of the current activities of the Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking States (CCTS, the 
Turkic Council) were the main topic of discussion during the informal meeting of the Council of 
Foreign Ministers, chaired by Kazakhstan in the fields of the session of the UN General Assembly. 

Particular attention was paid to the implementation of the decisions taken at the CCTS Summit in 
Astana on 11 September 2015, as well as preparations for the next Summit that will be held in 
Kyrgyzstan. 

The ministers also discussed measures to expand cooperation between the Turkic Council and the 
United Nations and its special agencies, as well as international and regional organizations. The 
participating countries agreed on further steps to promote the application of the CCTS for observer 
status in the UN General Assembly and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation. 

In addition, as the term of the current Secretary General of the Turkic Council Ramil Hasanov will 
be completed, it became known that the next Secretary General will be elected from Kazakhstan. 
Participants said that the information on the appointment date and the term of a new Secretary 
General will be announced additionally. 

Recall that the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary Mr. Péter Szijjártó submitted an 
official application for obtaining a full-fledged observer status of Hungary at the International Turkic 
Academy. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, the 

International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and coordinates a 

comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic world from ancient times to 

the present day.The Turkic Academy promotes cooperation between research and development 

and education centers, studying Turkish world. 

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 

Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 

 @intturkicacadem 

https://www.facebook.com/Intturkicacadem 

 

 


