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FORUM OF THE INTERREGIONAL COOPERATION OF KAZAKHSTAN AND RUSSIA 

WAS HELD IN CHELYABINSK 
On 8-9th of November, the events within the framework of the Forum of Interregional Cooperation 
of Kazakhstan and Russia took place in the Russian city of Chelyabinsk. The honorable guests of the 
Forum were the President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev and the President of Russia 
Vladimir Putin.  
A meeting of the heads of two states in a narrow format was also held within the Forum. According 
to the press service of Akorda, during the meeting N.Nazarbayev and V.Putin discussed topical 
issues of bilateral relations, as well as prospects for their further development. 
At the meeting, the head of Kazakhstan emphasized: "Our interregional cooperation is the basis of 
economic cooperation, which is growing despite the difficulties. Over the past nine months, trade 
between our countries has increased by 31%. Each our meeting is a new milestone and the solution 
of the largest tasks. Today's meeting will also be of great importance for the development of further 
cooperation between our countries." 
In turn, Vladimir Putin noted the success of the initiative of the President of Kazakhstan to hold an 
interregional forum and pointed to the high effectiveness of this format of cooperation between the 
two countries.  
Heads of regions of the RK and RF, representatives of state bodies, business circles, as well as 
experts and specialists in the field of science and education of the two countries took part in the 
work of the Forum, which this year was devoted to the discussion of the human capital development. 
Kazakhstan's regional leaders noted in their speech that the topic under discussion is at the center of 
attention of both states and is of particular importance in conditions of rapidly developing 
technologies, including digital ones. 
One of the topical issues was cooperation in the field of education, as well as scientific and technical 
exchange. In particular, as it was noted during the meeting, today more than 30 Kazakhstani 
universities conduct joint scientific research with Russian universities. 
In this regard, the use of the potential of innovative clusters such as Nazarbayev University, the Park 
of Innovative Technologies, the Russian Skolkovo Center and other research structures was 
especially noted. Also, the Astana International Financial Center established on the basis of the  
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Astana-Expo infrastructure, the International Technopark of IT Startups and the International 
Center for Green Technologies and Investments can also be used for joint work. 
In general, within the Forum a wide range of issues of bilateral cooperation was discussed. Moreover, 
a package of bilateral documents was signed. The most significant of them became: 
- Additional Protocol to the Protocol of the Agreement between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the 
Russian Federation on the delineation of the bottom of the northern part of the Caspian Sea in order 
to exercise sovereign rights to subsoil use of July 6, 1998; 
- Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the 
Russian Federation on the functioning of the Kazakhstan branch of the M.V.Lomonosov Moscow 
State University; 
- Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the 
Russian Federation on the determination of the status of process oil in the main oil pipelines 
"Tuimazy-Omsk-Novosibirsk-2" and "Omsk-Pavlodar"; 
- Program of interregional and cross-border cooperation between the Government of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan and the Government of the Russian Federation for 2018-2023; 
- Memorandum of cooperation between "KazTransOil" JSC and "Transneft" PJSC; 
In conclusion, the parties expressed confidence that this event will help to find new growth points 
and give impetus to the development of human capital of Kazakhstan and Russia. 
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EU EXPANDS COOPERATION IN CENTRAL ASIA  

During the reporting period, EU officials met with the leaders of Central Asian countries. In 
particular, the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy / Vice-President of 
the European Commission Federica Mogherini visited two countries of the region - Kyrgyzstan and 
Uzbekistan, where she met with high-ranking officials of the those countries. 
In Kyrgyzstan, Mogherini held a meeting with the newly elected President Sooronbai Jeenbekov, 
with Almazbek Atambayev, and with Prime Minister Sapar Isakov. 
According to Kyrgyz media, the EU High Representative was awarded the Order of Friendship of 
the Kyrgyz Republic by Ex-President Atambayev. 
At meetings with the leadership of the country, Federica Mogherini discussed the recent presidential 
elections, the outcome of which will be the first constitutional transfer of power from one elected 
president to another. She reaffirmed the support of the European Union for reforms in the Kyrgyz 
Republic in the electoral system, the rule of law and the judiciary. In addition, the EU High 
Representative stressed that the authorities of Kyrgyzstan should implement the recommendations of 
the OSCE ODIHR election observation mission. 
Among other issues of the talks was a new bilateral agreement between the EU and Kyrgyzstan, 
which is intended to replace the previous agreement adopted in 1999. 
In addition, at a meeting with the Kyrgyz authorities, Mogherini expressed her hope that in the near 
future the EU and Kyrgyzstan will conclude a new agreement on in-depth partnership and 
cooperation. According to Mogherini, the EU's desire for partnership is already indicative of "great 
confidence of the European Union towards Kyrgyzstan's commitment to further democracy and 
parliamentarism strengthening". 
In Uzbekistan, Mogherini also held bilateral meetings with the leadership of the country, and 
participated in the 13th annual ministerial meeting of the EU-Central Asia in the city of Samarkand. 
In general, as Mogherini’s report states, the EU recognizes Central Asia as an important region. The 
EU representative said that human rights are an important aspect in the EU's relations with the 
countries of Central Asia. 
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13th EU-CENTRAL ASIA MINISTERIAL MEETING WAS HELD IN UZBEKISTAN 
On November 10-11, the 13th annual European Union-Central Asia Ministerial Meeting took place 
in the Uzbek city of Samarkand. According to the press service of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan, the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of all five countries of the region 
attended the meeting. In addition, the UN Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Miroslav 
Jenca, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Federica Mogherini, OSCE 
Secretary General Thomas Greminger, EU Commissioner for International Cooperation and 
Development Neven Mimica and others actively participated in the meeting. 
More than 500 guests, including government delegations from the CIS, Europe, Asia and America, 
representatives of more than ten international organizations, more than a hundred international 
experts and journalists took part in the international conference under the auspices of the United 
Nations. 
In an interview with the Uzbek media, Federica Mogherini noted that holding a joint meeting with 
the foreign ministers of all Central Asian countries provides a unique opportunity to openly discuss 
issues that are better resolved in such format than in a bilateral one. The European Union, perhaps, 
being the most advanced and successful project of regional integration in the world, has understood 
the benefits of countries’ joint work on common tasks. We provide the population of our countries 
with much more benefits through cooperation, Mogherini said. 
In his speech, the President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev proposed the initiative of establishing 
the Association of Heads of Regions and Business Communities of the Central Asian countries in 
order to develop trade and economic relations, as he considers them a priority. 
The Uzbek media also notes that the meeting participants called for the approval of the region-wide 
Program for the development of transport communications and cooperate to ensure security and 
stability in Central Asia. 
In general, the participants of the meeting held an in-depth exchange of views on further cooperation 
in the European Union - Central Asia format. 
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CHINESE-AMERICAN RELATIONS MOVE TO A NEW LEVEL   

During the reporting period, the first tour of the US President D. Trump since his election to the 
countries of the Asia-Pacific region took place. In particular, Trump visited Japan, China, as well as 
Vietnam, where he took part in the APEC summit along with other leaders of the APR countries. 

The most productive and important visit of the American leader was the official visit to China. This 
was Trump's first visit to China. Recall that this year, President Xi Jinping visited the United States. 

According to experts, the three-day visit of Trump to China proved to be extremely busy and 
successful. In particular, both sides have described it as "extremely successful and productive". 

As it was announced, the main topics of the talks were bilateral trade relations between the two 
largest economies of the world and the situation on the Korean Peninsula, which directly affects the 
interests of both China and the United States. During a joint press conference following the meeting 
on Thursday, Xi Jinping and Donald Trump told journalists about the agreements reached. 

The most impressive results of the three-day visit to China of the US delegation headed by Trump 
turned out to be for business representatives. The largest deals in the fields of energy, agriculture, 
aircraft and car supplies, the total amount of which exceeded $253 billion were signed in the presence 
of the heads of two states. In particular, the most impressive were the agreements in the energy 
sector. The Chinese largest state oil and gas corporation Sinopec, Bank Of China and China 
Investment Corp. signed agreements on the development of gas projects in Alaska worth $43 billion. 

At the same time, China Energy Investment Corp. concluded a Memorandum of understanding on 
investing $83.7 billion in the energy projects in West Virginia, including the development of shale gas 
deposits. 

The parties also agreed to deepen cooperation in the field of nuclear energy. So, the Chinese State 
Nuclear Power Technology Company of China (SNPTC) and the American Westinghouse Electric 
signed contracts on the construction of six nuclear reactors AP1000 in China. 

Another major contract was signed by China Aviation Supplies Holding Company (CASC) and 
aircraft giant Boeing, the transaction for the delivery of 300 aircraft amounted to more than 37 
billion dollars. 
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Also, security issues on the Korean peninsula became topical. During the talks, the US and China 
reached an unconditional agreement on the need to take early steps on containment of the DPRK 
from further provocations, although they disagreed on the actions to be taken. Trump and Xi Jinping 
confirmed their commitment to the full denuclearization of the Korean peninsula. 

The Chinese side noted that it adheres to its permanent position that any pressure and restrictions on 
the DPRK should be approved within the framework of the UN Security Council and that effective 
and legitimate results can be achieved only on the basis of Security Council resolutions. Beijing insists 
on resuming the dialogue and returning to the negotiating table. 

In general, within 3 days the members of the American delegation held intensive talks with their 
Chinese counterparts. And the results of these talks showed an unprecedentedly high level of 
bilateral economic interaction. 
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LEADERS OF APEC COUNTRIES GATHERED IN VIETNAM   

On November 10, Vietnam hosted the 25th anniversary APEC summit. This event attracted the 
attention of the world community, as it gathered the leaders of several key world powers. 

As media notes, during the meeting leaders of 21 economies discussed the key issues of development 
of the Asia-Pacific region (APR) such as sustainable growth ensuring, trade development in the 
context of strengthening protectionist tendencies in a number of countries, security issues.  

In the days preceding the summit, representatives of APEC economies summed up the work of the 
Vietnamese chairmanship and prepared documents to be presented to the leaders of the economies. 

The Heads of State and Governments of Russia, Australia, Brunei, Vietnam, Indonesia, Canada, 
China, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Singapore, 
the United States, Thailand, the Philippines, Chile and Japan, as well as the chief executive of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China and a representative of the leader of Chinese 
Taipei (Taiwan) participated in the Forum. 

The participants of the APEC summit in Danang paid special attention to the issues of digital 
economy, investments and business ties between the participating countries. Following numerous 
discussions, the parties managed to sign a joint declaration on trade development in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

In the declaration, the participating countries reaffirmed their commitment to the common goal of 
the APEC - building a common future for a peaceful, stable, dynamic, interconnected and 
prosperous APR. 

"We are committed to strengthening the unity of the public and private sectors in the fight against 
corruption and bribery, including the denial of asylum to corrupt officials and stolen assets," the 
document states. 

It is also worth noting that the planned separate meeting of the presidents of the United States and 
Russia within the framework of the summit did not take place. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, the 

International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and coordinates a 

comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic world from ancient times to 

the present day.The Turkic Academy promotes cooperation between research and development 

and education centers, studying Turkish world. 
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