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CASPIAN COUNTRIES MOVE TOWARDS THE CONCLUSION OF A CONVENTION 

On December 4, a meeting of the foreign ministers of Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Russia and 
Turkmenistan was held in Moscow. The main topic of the meeting was the discussion of the issues 
of the Caspian Sea legal status, as well as the holding of a meeting of the leaders of the Caspian 
countries in the coming year.  
According to the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the meeting participants mainly focused on the 
Convention on the Legal Status of the Caspian Sea, documents regulating five-sided cooperation in 
the Caspian Sea in various fields, including the economy and transport. The main task of this 
ministerial meeting was to prepare for the fifth summit of the Caspian Five expected in Astana next 
year. 
Following the meeting, all five participants noted significant progress in discussing the key issue. In 
particular, following the results of the meeting, the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs made a 
statement that Moscow considers a speedy adoption of the agreed text of the convention on the legal 
status of the Caspian Sea as a priority. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif announced progress in the issue of the legal status 
of the Caspian Sea. According to him, the parties managed to coordinate 12 documents, including 
the issue of preventing the presence of foreign military forces in the Caspian Sea. 
President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov also said that the joint work on the 
Convention on the Status of the Caspian Sea is almost completed and expressed the hope that the 
document will be signed at the summit in Astana.  
At the same time, the sides note that the process of reconciliation has taken rather long time. The 
parties recognize the need for the earliest agreement on the text of the convention on the political 
and legal status of the Caspian Sea. 
It is worth noting that, at the moment, four countries of five agree with the condition of delimitation 
of the Sea bottom on the principle of a modified median line. According to experts, the position of 
the Iranian side remains unclear. There are also certain differences in the position of Baku and 
Ashgabat over where, in what sectors this line should be. 
As the experts note, considering the complex nature of the negotiations, at some stage it was even 
assumed that the text of the convention would not include main conditions of seabed segregation, 
and it would be more general, reflecting already agreed positions, however, it was apparently decided 
to decline such approach. Otherwise, the summit, which was supposed to adopt the final convention, 
would be held two years ago. 
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It should be noted that in order to elaborate the Convention on the Legal Status of the Caspian Sea, 
in 1996 foreign ministers of the five Caspian states  established the Ad Hoc Working Group 
(AHWG) at the level of deputy foreign ministers. 
To date, four summits of the Caspian states have been already held. The first summit was held in 
Ashgabat in 2002. In October 2007, the second summit was held in Tehran. Its participants signed 
the Declaration, which outlined common approaches to the elaboration of the Convention on the 
Legal Status of the Caspian Sea. Within the framework of the 3rd Caspian summit in Baku, the Joint 
Statement of the Presidents of the Caspian Five was signed, as well as the Agreement on 
Cooperation in the Sphere of Security in the Caspian Sea. The 4th Caspian summit was held in 
Astrakhan, in autumn 2014. 
Now the most expected event for the Caspian countries will be a summit in Astana next year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

 



 
UZBEK-AFGHANIAN NEGOTIATIONS WERE HELD IN TASHKENT  

On December 5, Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev met with Afghan President Mohammad 
Ashraf Ghani, who was in Tashkent on an official visit. 
According to Uzbek media, Shavkat Mirziyoyev received the Afghan leader in the presidential 
residence. The heads of state held talks in a narrow format, after which they began an expanded 
dialogue, with the participation of the delegations of two countries. 
The topics discussed during the talks between the presidents covered the international and regional 
issues, such as the tasks of strengthening security in Central Asia, combating the terrorist and drug 
threat. 
In addition, the heads of state discussed prospects for cooperation in the trade-economic, energy, 
transport, agro-industrial and transport sectors, as well as in the spheres of culture and education. 
Following the bilateral negotiations, 20 documents that regulate the further development of 
cooperation between Tashkent and Kabul were signed. These included agreements on the 
establishment of a joint commission on security issues, legal assistance in civil, family and criminal 
cases, and cooperation in the economic sphere.  
The signing of the documents consolidated the agreements on the Surkhon-Puli-Khumri power 
transmission line and the construction of the Mazar-i-Sharif-Shibergan-Meimene-Herat railway, as 
well as the interaction in the field of cargo transportation and customs. 
In addition, the media also notes that the parties have signed more than 40 export contracts totaling 
more than $500 million relating to the supply of electricity, construction materials, vehicles, 
agricultural, pharmaceutical and other products to Afghanistan. 
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ERDOGAN’ S VISIT TO GREECE  

During the reporting period, the historic visit of the Turkish leader to Greece took place. As the 
media reports, this is the first visit of the head of the Turkish state to Greece in the last 65 years. 
On the eve of Erdogan's arrival, representative of the Greek government Dimitris Tsanakopulos said 
that Erdogan's visit is "extremely important and significant" and that Athens is looking forward to 
"only constructive discussions". 
In Ankara, Erdogan's spokesman Ibrahim Kalin told reporters that Turkey hopes that the visit to 
Greece will contribute to the "development and deepening" of cooperation. He noted that both 
countries "took great responsibility in solving the problem" of migration. 
During the meeting, the leaders of Turkey and Greece thoroughly discussed all available issues of 
bilateral cooperation, as well as a regional agenda. In particular, during the talks, sensitive issues 
between Ankara and Athens were also touched upon. 
The Greek Prime Minister noted in his welcoming speech that there are "difficulties" between the 
two countries, which should be resolved in a constructive manner "with respect to the opinion of 
others and without provocations." 
In turn, R.T.Erdogan noted that the committed errors "must remain in the past" and both countries 
must create the future on a "solid foundation". 
Also issues of energy cooperation were on the agenda. 
However, the main topics for the talks were the problematic issues. According to Erdogan, all 
agreements in the world need to be updated in time, including amendments to the Lausanne 
agreement.  
"Amendments to the Lausanne agreement will serve not only Turkey's interests, but will also benefit 
Greece. Turkey is ready to discuss the details of the Lausanne agreement with Greece in case of 
acceptance of such changes," Erdogan said. 
This statement by Erdogan caused concern of the Greek side. 
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THE CULTURAL CAPITAL OF THE TURKIC WORLD IN 2018 IS ANNOUNCED   

The cultural capital of the Turkic world in 2018 became the Kastamonu city, Turkey. This was 
announced today at the 35th session of the Permanent Council of TURKSOY in Turkestan, the 
cultural capital of the Turkic world in 2017. 

Secretary General of TURKSOY Duisen Kaseinov, Akim of South Kazakhstan region Zhanseit 
Tuimebayev, Minister of Culture and Sports of Kazakhstan Arystanbek Mukhamediuly, Minister of 
Culture and Tourism of Turkey Numan Kurtulmush, Minister of Culture, Information and Tourism 
of Kyrgyzstan Sultanbek Zhumagulov and representatives of international organizations such as the 
Turkic Council, TurkPA, as well as Miras Turkic Cultural Fund participated in the event. 

On behalf of the International Turkic Academy (TWESCO), the meeting was attended by the 
academy’s scientific expert Akeldil Toishanuly. He read out a special greetings letter from Darkhan 
Kydyrali, the Head of the Academy. 

At the meeting, Ministers of Culture of the Turkic countries expressed their opinion on the cultural 
events held in the historical city, and stressed the need to focus on the greater number of good deeds 
for strengthening the cultural and spiritual ties of peoples with one history. 

During the annual traditional session the report of TURKSOY for last year was listened, and 
measures on strengthening cultural and spiritual ties between the Turkic peoples were discussed. At 
the same time, the organization’s plan for coming year was approved. 

As a result of the meeting, the participants adopted and signed a declaration and working protocol of 
the 35th plenary session of TURKSOY Permanent Council. 
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KYRGYZSTAN HAS ASSUMED THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE TURKPA  
 
Today, the Council of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Turkic-Speaking Countries (TurkPA) and 
the 7th Plenary Session took place in Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan). 
Parliament speakers and vice speakers from organization’s member states such as Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey, as well as representatives of international organizations 
participated in the event. In addition, delegations from Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan were honorary 
guests of the event and Hungary participated as the observer country. On behalf of the International 
Turkic Academy (TWESCO), organization’s permanent secretary Askhat Kessikbayev took part in 
the event. 
Before the official events, members of the delegation laid flowers on the Urkin memorial in Ata-
Beyit complex and on the monument of the national writer Sh. Aitmatov. 
At the Assembly meeting held in 1+1 format at the Ala-Archa State residence, TurkPA 
Chairmanship was transferred from Kazakhstan to Kyrgyzstan. The Deputy Chairman of the Majilis 
of the Parliament of Kazakhstan Gulmira Isimbayeva officially announced it. Speaker of the Kyrgyz 
Parliament, Dastan Zhumabekov, who hosted the meeting, assumed chairmanship. D. Zhumabekov 
expressed his gratitude to Kazakhstan for its productive work. 
Then at the 7th Plenary Session of TurkPA, which was fully attended by all international delegations 
members, special commissions made reports on the activities implemented by the Organization in 
2017. Also events planned for the upcoming 2018 were approved. During the meeting, individual 
proposals were made to optimize the work of the Parliamentary Assembly. 
It should be noted that at the end of the 7th Plenary Session of TurkPA, which was established in 
2008 in order to strengthen relations between the legislative bodies of the member states, a special 
document was adopted and the protocol was signed.  
In addition, following the 7th Plenary session, Altynbek Mamayusupov was appointed as a Secretary 
General of TurkPA. The candidacy of A. Mamayusupov, who was the representative of Kyrgyz 
Jogorku Kenesh in TurkPA before, was unanimously supported by the participants. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, the 

International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and coordinates a 

comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic world from ancient times to 

the present day.The Turkic Academy promotes cooperation between research and development 

and education centers, studying Turkish world. 

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 

Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 

 @intturkicacadem 

https://www.facebook.com/Intturkicacadem 

 

 


