
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Тurkic Weekly 2018 1 (94)(25 December –  7 January) 
 

ТurkicWeekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  in the 

Turkic world.ТurkicWeekly provides timely information and an objective assessment on  

relevant issues in the agenda of Turkic countries. 

 

ТurkicWeekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, published by the International 

Turkic Academy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
KAZAKHSTAN HAS ASSUMED  

THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL 

 
Beginning from January 1, 2018, the Republic of Kazakhstan for the first time in history assumed the 
presidency of the United Nations Security Council. According to the MFA of the republic, 
Kazakhstan's chairmanship in the UN Security Council will last from January 1 to January 31, 2018.  
On January 2, Kazakhstan as the elected member of the UN Security Council with the remaining 
members of the Security Council reviewed and adopted the program of chairmanship for this period.  
As the press service of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan informs, on the initiative of 
Kazakhstan, the Security Council for the first time held an official ceremony of the installation of 
flags of Cote d'Ivoire, Kuwait, the Netherlands, Peru, Poland and Equatorial Guinea in honor of 
their election as new non-permanent members of the Council for the next two years. 
At the same time, thematic debates of the UN Security Council members on the "Non-Proliferation 
of Weapons of Mass Destruction: Confidence-Building Measures" under the chairmanship of the 
President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev are scheduled for January 18. 
It should be noted that during this period the President of Kazakhstan plans to visit the United 
States on an official visit, during which a number of meetings with high-ranking US politicians are 
planned, as well as participation in the activities of the UN Security Council. 
According to Kairat Umarov, Kazakhstan's Permanent Representative to the UN, Kazakhstan has 
developed a rich program of its chairmanship. In particular, after the first day of chairmanship, he 
said: "The collective commitment of our Ministry of Foreign Affairs and foreign institutions, as well 
as other state bodies of Kazakhstan, line ministries and departments were very helpful in this work. 
We were well prepared for our chairmanship. We determined our priorities and approaches to the 
main international problems in advance." 
In addition, it is also reported that on January 25 quarterly open debates of the UN Security Council 
will be held at the level of permanent representatives of the UN member states on "The situation in 
the Middle East, including the issue of Palestine." 
Also, according to Kazakh media, on a traditional basis in January, under the chairmanship of 
Kazakhstan, the Council will hold open and closed discussions of the situation in Syria, Libya, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, CAR, Darfur, West Africa and the Sahel, Southern Sudan, Mali, 
Somalia, Cyprus and Colombia. 
The Foreign Ministry of Kazakhstan also emphasizes on its website that Kazakhstan's priorities as a 
member of the UN Security Council in 2017-2018 are outlined in President N.Nazarbayev's political  
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address to the UN Security Council under the title "Kazakhstan's conceptual vision of strengthening 
global partnership for building a safe, fair and prosperous world." 
It is also expected that the permanent members of the UN Security Council can raise the issue of the 
situation in Iran. In this case, the Kazakh side, as chairman, expressed readiness for the proposal of 
the members of the Security Council on this issue. 
As the MFA of RK notes, Kazakhstan itself in its national capacity does not intend to initiate this 
issue, since the situation in Iran is not on the agenda of the UN Security Council. Kairat Umarov 
detailed these and other questions at a traditional press conference for journalists accredited to the 
UN. 
According to the American media, journalists were mainly interested in the effectiveness of sanctions 
against North Korea, the situation in Palestine and the status of Jerusalem, the crisis with refugees 
from Myanmar, and the escalation of the conflict in Yemen. And even the issues of climate change, 
not directly related to the Security Council mandate, were interesting to journalists. 
In this regard, the positive effect for the international community from holding of EXPO 2017 in 
Astana and the new green technologies presented at the world exhibition were noted, which are 
designed to help the developing world ensure stable social and economic development, and therefore 
peace itself. 
Thus, already from the first days of New Year 2018, Kazakhstan actively has joined the work as the 
chairman of the UN Security Council. 
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THE INFORMAL CIS SUMMIT  

 
In the last days of December 2017, an informal CIS summit took place in Russia. Presidents I.Aliyev  
(Republic of Azerbaijan), S.Sargsyan (Republic of Armenia), A.Lukashenko (Republic of Belarus), 
N.Nazarbayev (Republic of Kazakhstan), S.Jeenbekov (Kyrgyz Republic), I.Dodon (Republic of 
Moldova), V.Putin (Russian Federation), E.Rahmon (Republic of Tajikistan), and Sh.Mirziyoyev 
(Republic of Uzbekistan) participated in the meeting. 
The main theme of the summit was summing up the results of the year. In particular, the Russian 
side summed up the results of its chairmanship in the confederation. Thereby, Vladimir Putin said in 
his speech: "Agreements have entered into force in the field of innovations, nuclear energy, and 
transport security. The documents aimed at counteracting the distribution of counterfeit products, 
protection of intellectual property were adopted. The work on an important agreement on free trade 
in services within the CIS is coming to an end. The Commonwealth countries are stepping up their 
cooperation in the fight against terrorism, cross-border crime, drug trafficking." 
During his visit to Russia, Nursultan Nazarbayev congratulated Vladimir Putin on the successful 
completion of the CIS presidency and stressed the importance of the work done by the Russian 
Federation to promote integration in the Eurasian space and to strengthen the international authority 
of the Commonwealth. 
N.Nazarbayev reminded about the CSTO summit held in Minsk in November, where the most 
topical issues of the regional and international agenda were considered. 
In his speech, the Kazakh leader emphasized: "There are no problems that we could not solve in the 
negotiation process. We need to work further on the basis of the principles of sovereignty and 
mutual respect." 
Nursultan Nazarbayev wished Vladimir Putin successes in the forthcoming presidential elections in 
the Russian Federation and expressed his confidence that the multinational people of Russia will 
make the right choice. 
In conclusion, the sides exchanged views on further development of interstate cooperation in various 
fields and wished successes to the Republic of Tajikistan as CIS chairman next year. 
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INTEGRATION IN CENTRAL ASIA IS STRENGTHENING  

 
The past year of 2017 can be called without exaggeration the year of strengthening relations between 
the countries of Central Asia. Some experts attribute this to coming to power of a new president in 
Uzbekistan, while the other part calls the observed positive changes long overdue and inevitable.  
Anyway, there is indeed a new impulse in the relations of Central Asian countries. In this regard, it 
should be specially noted that the first visit of the Uzbek leader to Kazakhstan was one of the most 
significant. The state visit of Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev to Kazakhstan took place on 
March 22-23, 2017. 
Then, in spring, most observers noted that Astana and Tashkent have always tried to maintain 
strategic partnership and friendly neighborly relations. Proceeding from this, during the meeting of 
Nursultan Nazarbayev and Shavkat Mirziyoyev in Astana, the sides continued the course on 
deepening bilateral relations. 
Experts note that Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan have huge unrealized potential in the trade and 
economic sphere, as well as in the transport and transit sector. The parties can complement each 
other in many areas. By the way, on the eve of the visit, the parties had reached an agreement on the 
launch of Talpar-Talgo passenger train on the route Almaty-Tashkent. 
In the following periods, the visits of presidents of Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan were held. First, 
Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov visited Astana in the spring of 2017. And in the autumn Nursultan 
Nazarbayev visited Ashgabat. 
In this regard, it is deeply symbolic that on the eve of the end of the year, the newly elected Kyrgyz 
President Sooronbay Jeenbekov paid his first official visit to Astana. 
As it was expected, during the meeting in Astana, Nursultan Nazarbayev and Sooronbay Jeenbekov 
confirmed their intention to build a constructive dialogue and expressed their confidence to continue 
addressing the pressing tasks on the agenda, based on strong centuries-old friendly relations between 
fraternal peoples of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. 
There is no doubt that this trend will be strengthened in the current year 2018. The first summit of 
the heads of Central Asian republics is planned to be held in March of this year. The planned 
meeting will undoubtedly open a new milestone in the relations of Central Asian states. 
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MASS PROTESTS TOOK PLACE IN IRAN  

 
At the end of December, mass protests took place in several cities of Iran. According to the Iranian 
media, the first demonstrations began on December 27, 2017 and covered several cities, including 
Tehran, Mashhad, Isfahan and Resht. President Hassan Rouhani said that the demonstrations were 
caused by internal problems in the country, as well as by incitement from other states. 
There is information that 20 people have become victims of the riots. It is reported that the police 
detained nearly 500 provocateurs who were driving the crowd to seize military units. 
It is noteworthy that in recent days the demand of protesters has changed. They have already started 
shouting political slogans, demanding a change of power. Although in late December everything 
began with peaceful demonstrations against the rise in food prices. The demonstrations were mostly 
held by people younger than 30. According to statistics, every third young man is unemployed. 
Noting the importance of the employment issue, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani stated: "I want to 
emphasize that there is no more important issue for us than the employment. Unemployment is a 
very dangerous thing. After all, almost all problems in society, such as drugs, family conflicts, all are 
associated with unemployment. Therefore, we must solve these problems." 
The reaction of external players also became unexpected. So, for example, US President D. Trump 
said: it is time for changes, but he should care about his country, and the Iranians can take care of 
themselves. To make progress, everyone must first change himself. 
In turn, the Russian Foreign Ministry announced the inadmissibility of any interference in the 
internal affairs of Iran.  
However, according to experts, external interference in the Iranian events is certain; all actions of the 
protestors are technologically built according to known schemes. And most analysts note that the 
main purpose of the protests was to provoke the Iranian authorities to use hard power with 
numerous victims, which did not happen. 
Meanwhile, the situation in Iran remains very tense. 
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