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NURSULTAN NAZARBAYEV’S ANNUAL ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE 

On January 9, 2018, the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev delivered an 
annual Address to the people of the country. It was devoted to the development of the country in 
the conditions of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. In his speech N.Nazarbayev listed 10 priority 
directions of the country's development in 2018. 
On January 10, the press service of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan published the full 
text of new Address. Thus, in the annual Address, N. Nazarbayev noted: "Global technological 
changes have both challenges and new opportunities for growth. This is our historic chance for 
accelerated entry into the list of 30 most developed countries in the world." 
In particular, N. Nazarbayev highlighted the following points. 
«The first, Kazakhstan's industry should become the flagship of the introduction of new 
technologies. Our industry needs to increase the level of labor productivity through the digitization 
of production processes and the development of modern business models. The second, it is 
necessary to significantly improve the efficiency of resource use. It is required to implement 
information technology solutions. They will allow increasing the share of extracted resources, the 
depth of their processing, as well as increasing the energy efficiency and environmental friendliness 
of production. 
The third is Industry and its development, increasing its volume. 
The fourth is Transport sphere, logistics industry. 
The fifth is Application of modern technologies in construction, housing and communal services. 
New construction methods, increasing the requirements for energy efficiency of buildings, intelligent 
infrastructure management systems will improve the quality of life of Kazakhstani people. 
The sixth is "Reloading" the financial sector. Measures to improve the banking system should be 
accompanied by increased supervision and should take into account the interests of ordinary citizens. 
It is necessary to significantly increase the responsibility of those who own banks and those who 
manage them. It is necessary to expand lending and ensure the development of the stock market. 
The seventh is a new Quality of human capital. All levels of the education system must meet the 
current realities and needs of the economy. At the same time, it is necessary to increase the prestige 
of the teacher's profession. In healthcare, the use of new technologies should significantly improve 
the prevention and treatment of diseases, and improve the quality of medical care. In 2016-2017, 
social payments were increased three times. Including basic pensions - by 29%, solidarity pensions - 
by 32%, salaries of health workers increased up to 28%, education - up to 29%, civil servants - by  
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30%. This trend will continue. In the current year, the budget expenditures for the social sphere are 
increased by 12% and exceed 4 trillion tenge. The base pension will increase in average by 1.8 times, 
taking into account the length of service. The salaries of teachers who have switched to training 
within the framework of the updated content of training programs will grow between 30 - 50% 
depending on the confirmed qualification. 
The eighth is effective public administration. Digital technologies will allow continuing the 
deregulation of business, improving the quality of public services and state support, taking into 
account the needs of citizens fully. The economic independence of regions and local self-government 
will be expanded. 
The ninth is the rule of law and the fight against corruption remain priority areas of state policy. 
The tenth is the introduction of Smart City technologies, which will effectively solve the problems of 
growing cities and increase their attractiveness for investors." 
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THE PRIME MINISTER OF UZBEKISTAN VISITED TAJIKISTAN  

During the reporting period, Uzbek Prime Minister Abdulla Aripov paid a working visit to Tajikistan. 
During the trip, the Uzbek prime minister met with Tajik President Emomali Rahmon. 
The main purpose of this visit was to prepare for the upcoming visit of Uzbek President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev to Tajikistan. According to preliminary data, the Uzbek leader will visit the neighboring 
republic in spring of this year. 
It should be noted that Tajikistan is the only country in Central Asia where Sh. Mirziyoyev has not 
been on a visit since his election to the post of president of Uzbekistan. 
Experts note that the Uzbek and Tajik sides are carefully preparing for the upcoming talks. In 
particular, intensive meetings were held during the visit of A. Aripov, where issues of elimination of 
trade restrictions, simplification of the regime of bilateral trips of citizens, reduction of tariffs for 
moving goods, restoring the existing railway, cleaning up mined areas on the border, opening 
checkpoints, as well as other issues related to the state border were discussed. 
In his speech, Emomali Rahmon stressed the readiness of the Tajik side to strengthen 
intergovernmental cooperation with Uzbekistan in the use of water and energy resources, saying that 
Tajikistan has never attempted to create problems for countries of the region on this issue, on the 
contrary, it has supported the integration of the world and regional community in addressing water 
and environmental problems.  
At the meeting, there were also discussed issues of bilateral cooperation in combating various threats 
in the region and the world, including terrorism, extremism and other types of transnational crime. 
It is important to note that the parties started discussing cooperation in the field of water energy. So, 
for example, regarding the issues of the border, the parties have agreed that the territory of the 
Farhad hydropower station will be recognized as the territory of Tajikistan, and the hydropower 
facility itself will be recognized as the property of Uzbekistan. The facility will be guarded by the 
Tajik side, and its technical service will be handled by Uzbekistan – is noted in one of printed 
publications. 
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AZERBAIJAN DECLARED 2018 THE YEAR OF ADR  

 
During the reporting period, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev signed a Decree to declare 2018 
"The Year of the Azerbaijani Democratic Republic". 
According to Azerbaijani media, the document notes that in 2018 marks the 100th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Azerbaijani Democratic Republic. For the solemn celebration of this significant 
event at the state level, the Cabinet of Ministers was instructed to prepare and implement a plan of 
measures in accordance with the Decree of the President of Azerbaijan "On the 100th anniversary of 
the Azerbaijani Democratic Republic" of May 16, 2017. 
Along with this, series of events dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the formation of ADR are 
envisaged in the country and abroad. 
As the press notes, the works conducted to study the history of the Azerbaijani Democratic Republic 
(ADR) are of great importance, but there are still scientific and theoretical issues that need to be 
studied. In this regard, the signing by the head of state of the Decree in connection with the 
anniversary of the ADR, and the declaration of 2018 "The Year of the Azerbaijani Democratic 
Republic" is of great historical significance. This opinion was expressed by the deputy of the Milli 
Majlis (Parliament), corresponding member of the Azerbaijani Academy of Sciences Musa Gasimli. 
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KYRGYZSTAN HAS DECLARED 2018 THE YEAR OF DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONS  

 
On January 10, this year, the President of Kyrgyzstan Sooronbay Jeenbekov declared 2018 as the 
Year of Regional Development. The Decree "On the Declaring 2018 as the Year of Regional 
Development", signed by the President on January 9, 2018, will become the basic document for the 
development of regions, the presidential press service has reported. 
"In 2018, the basis for systemic changes in the development of regions should be laid. This will 
require the joint efforts of all branches of government, the civil sector. The specific 
recommendations on development of the regions are given to the Jogorku Kenesh, the government, 
long-term comprehensive programs for each region will be developed, planning standards of villages, 
cities and other territorial units are approved," S.Jeenbekov said in his speech. 
He recalled that during his service as prime minister of the country, the Concept for the 
Development of Regions, the Program for Providing Population with Clean Drinking Water and the 
Irrigation Improvement Program in the country were developed and adopted. 
S.Jeenbekov noted that special attention will be paid to the creation of new jobs in the regions, which 
will lead to a decrease in the processes of internal and external migration. According to him, the 
efforts will be aimed at developing the road transport infrastructure, supporting the export potential 
of regions, creating conditions for supporting small and medium-sized enterprises, attracting 
investments aimed at economic development of regions. 
"It happens that some deputy or a high-ranking official directs budget funds to his native region or 
village and vice versa, there are villages and areas that are left unattended. In some regions schools 
and hospitals are not built. We should not allow imbalance in the development of the regions, 
budgetary and investment funds should be distributed according to the needs of the regions," 
concluded S.Jeenbekov. 
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HISTORICAL MEETING OF REPRESENTATIVES OF DPRK AND SOUTH KOREA  

 
On January 9 this year, representatives of South and North Korea held a meeting in the demilitarized 
zone - in the town of Panmunjom. The meeting of the high representatives of the DPRK and South 
Korea is deeply symbolic, and it is of great importance in overcoming the current crisis on the 
Korean peninsula. 
It should be noted that such bilateral meetings and negotiations between representatives of South 
Korea and the DPRK were held before too. But this time negotiations are important because they 
take place after a two-year break, which, undoubtedly, led to an even greater escalation of the conflict 
on the peninsula. 
Apparently, the meeting was quite productive. The parties initially do not set themselves big goals. It 
is known that the meeting discussed the possibility of participation of athletes from the DPRK in the 
Winter Olympics, which will be held in South Korea. In this regard, proposals of the South Korean 
delegation such as a joint performance of North Korean and South Korean athletes at the opening 
and closing ceremonies of the Olympics certainly create a favorable background for the 
improvement of relations between Pyongyang and Seoul.  
On the other hand, the mood of the head of the North Korean delegation gives optimism. In 
particular, as the South Korean publications write, before the meeting the head of the DPRK 
delegation Lee Song Gwon said that, despite the fact that the relations between the DPRK and South 
Korea are frozen, a stormy river still flows under the ice. Thus, the North Korean official noted that 
the aspirations of the peoples of Korea have the potential to overcome any difficulties. And these 
symbolic negotiations, held under the pretext of joint participation in the Olympic Games, can really 
lay the groundwork for starting a dialogue on more serious topics. 
Note that China as a key player in the region still has its own vision of the situation on the Korean 
peninsula. According to experts, China's sanctions measures against the DPRK have had the greatest 
effect and, perhaps, have become one of the reasons for the change in Pyongyang's position. In 
accordance with the last resolution of the UN Security Council (2397), since January 6, China 
imposed restrictions on the export of crude oil and petroleum products to the DPRK. In addition, 
Beijing has stopped selling metals, industrial equipment and heavy vehicles to North Korea. These 
measures, coupled with the earlier rejection of North Korean import of agricultural products to 
China, appear to be causing substantial damage to the economy of the DPRK, forcing its leadership 
to take more compromising position.    
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