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NURSULTAN NAZARBAYEV’S HISTORICAL VISIT TO THE USA WAS HELD 

On January 16-19, 2018, the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan paid an official visit to the 
United States of America. Proceeding from the agreements reached between the leaders of the two 
countries, this visit was of great importance not only for Kazakhstan and the US, but also for the 
world community. Considering the whole range of topics discussed during the meeting of Nursultan 
Nazarbayev with Donald Trump, as well as other official and business circles of the United States, 
the visit of the Kazakh leader to Washington and New York was called historic. 
The first meeting of Nursultan Nazarbayev and D. Trump within the framework of this visit took 
place in the White House on January 17. During the talks, the presidents of Kazakhstan and the 
United States of America discussed the most pressing issues of bilateral relations and the 
international agenda. 
Donald Trump expressed gratitude to Nursultan Nazarbayev for the official visit and highly 
appreciated the existing relations between Kazakhstan and the United States. "I'm pleased to 
welcome President Nazarbayev who has done a tremendous job in Kazakhstan. And having you at 
the White House is an honor.. For more than a quarter century, the United States has seen the 
strong, sovereign, and independent nation of Kazakhstan as a valued friend and a strategic partner in 
Central Asia, the US President said," the US president said. 
In turn, the President of Kazakhstan thanked D. Trump for the invitation and congratulated him on 
the first anniversary of his election as the President of the United States. 
"Mr. President, I congratulate you with a great economic success that your country is witnessing 
during your office and my congratulations on your first anniversary in the office of the President. 
Kazakhstan appreciates the political support of the United States for the independence and territorial 
integrity of Kazakhstan. For 26 years, Kazakhstan has maintained friendly relations with the United 
States. Today's visit is a confirmation of that partnership," N.Nazarbayev noted. 
As noted by the American media, the meeting of two leaders took place in a warm and friendly 
atmosphere. N.Nazarbayev and D. Trump exchanged views on international issues. At the end of the 
official negotiations in the White House, the presidents of the RK and the United States consolidated 
their words with a firm handshake. 
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PRESS CONFERENCE OF NURSULTAN NAZARBAYEV AND D. TRUMP 

Immediately after the meeting, Nursultan Nazarbayev and Donald Trump briefed media representatives on the 
results of the talks. In the course of this event, the sides further detailed the key issues of bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the US. 
"I am sure that the result of my visit will be a decision to raise Kazakhstan-US relations to the level of an 
expanded strategic partnership. Therefore, today we adopted a corresponding joint political statement that will 
start a new era of relations between Astana and Washington," Nursultan Nazarbayev said. 
The parties expressed interest in strengthening US cooperation with the Central Asian countries in the "5 + 1" 
format. 
A separate topic for negotiations was the Afghan problem. The President of Kazakhstan pointed to the effective 
cooperation of Astana and Washington in strengthening international security and jointly overcoming current 
challenges and threats. 
In addition, the President of Kazakhstan stated that during the talks issues related to the situation around North 
Korea, as well as tensions in relations between Washington and Moscow were discussed.  
"We discussed global issues regarding North Korea. Kazakhstan abandoned the world's fourth nuclear arsenal and 
closed the world's largest nuclear test site. We have a moral right to propose nuclear countries to do same as we 
did. We talked with Iran too. It is important for North Korea to solve the problem by joint efforts of the US, 
China and Russia”, Nursultan Nazarbayev said. 
In his turn, the US President also noted the importance of the dialogue held and pointed to the strategic 
importance of cooperation between two countries. 
In particular, the head of the White House emphasized the importance and role of Kazakhstan as a consistent 
supporter of the anti-nuclear movement. 
Noting merits of Kazakhstan, D. Trump stated: "The United States and Kazakhstan have worked together to 
advance peace and security in the region and far beyond the region. Together, we dismantled Kazakhstan's nuclear 
weapons infrastructure and ensured a safer and healthier future for the children of Kazakhstan and for the world 
at large. Today, the President and I have a series of discussions on how our relationship can further the safety, 
prosperity, and wellbeing of our people. Kazakhstan is a valued partner in our efforts to rid the Korean Peninsula 
of nuclear weapons. Together, we are determined to prevent the North Korean regime from threatening the world 
with nuclear devastation.” 
Thus, the American side actually urged Kazakhstan to help in the settlement of the situation on the Korean 
peninsula.  
In general, D. Trump also spoke about the US desire to strengthen cooperation with countries like Kazakhstan 
that respect their neighbors and control their own destiny. 
At the end of his speech D. Trump noted again the role of Nursultan Nazarbayev in the development and 
prosperity of Kazakhstan. "I look forward to seeing the great advances of the Kazakhstani people under your 
incredible leadership. We want a strong, sovereign, and thriving future for Kazakhstan and for the peace-loving 
nations of the world -- all of them," concluded D. Trump. 
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KAZAKHSTAN CHAIRED THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL  

On January 18, a meeting of the UN Security Council on "Non-proliferation of WMD: confidence-
building measures" was held in New York under the chairmanship of the President of Kazakhstan 
Nursultan Nazarbayev. 
According to the press service of Akorda, opening the meeting, the Head of State first of all greeted 
the UN Secretary General A.Guterres, the President of the Republic of Poland A.Duda and other 
heads of delegations of the UN Security Council member states.   
In accordance with the agenda, Nursultan Nazarbayev gave the floor to the UN Secretary General A. 
Guterres. Following the speech by Guterres, the President made a statement to the members of the 
Security Council: "We consider the election of Kazakhstan into non-permanent members of the UN 
Security Council and our current presidency as the confidence of the world community in our 
country and its peace-loving policy. Being the first Central Asian state in this position, we became the 
"voice" of the peoples of our region in this important body of the World Organization." 
Nursultan Nazarbayev noted Kazakhstan's contribution to the UN Security Council’s last year work. 
The President of Kazakhstan emphasized that on the way to peace and security confidence-building 
measures play a key role in preventing conflict and solving important global problems. In particular, 
the role of CICA as an effective mechanism for multilateral cooperation to ensure security was 
highlighted. 
The President of Kazakhstan underlined the need for deeper mental changes and multilateral new 
political decisions on strengthening the non-proliferation regime based on the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).  
At the end of the session, the President drew attention to the importance of establishing mutual 
understanding and mutual trust between the world nuclear powers for the effective solution of 
conflicts. 
The President of Poland A.Duda, Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister - Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Sabah and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation S.Lavrov 
also delivered a speech during the session. 
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KAZAKHSTAN AND THE USA DEEPEN THE ECONOMIC RELATIONS  

Within the framework of Nursultan Nazarbayev's official visit to the US, the parties signed a package 
of agreements in the field of oil and gas cooperation, industry and the aviation. 
In particular, on January 18, Nursultan Nazarbayev had a busy day, within which he held a number 
of meetings. Meeting with the vice-president of the United States of America Michael Pence was 
fruitful. During the meeting, the sides discussed the most topical issues of bilateral cooperation. 
In general, Kazakhstan and the US concluded three intergovernmental agreements, within the 
framework of President Nursultan Nazarbayev's official visit to the US and his meeting with 
President Donald Trump. 
Countries concluded the following agreements: an Agreement on non-deduction of payment for air 
navigation services for state aircraft; Protocol to the Agreement on the provision of commercial rail 
transit through the territory of Kazakhstan; and the Agreement on the Improvement of International 
Tax Discipline.  
In addition, within the framework of Nazarbayev's visit, more than 20 commercial documents on 
investment and trade-economic cooperation between Kazakhstan and the United States were signed 
to implement projects in the field of aviation and space research, petrochemical and agricultural 
industries, as well as infrastructure development projects in the country worth 7 billion dollars. 
A number of commercial contracts were concluded between the companies of Kazakhstan and the 
United States. New agreements between Boeing, GETransportation, GEDigital, Chevron, Air 
Astana, KTZ, SCAT and NWF Samruk-Kazyna on the acquisition of US products and services 
worth more than $2.5 billion. 
In particular, SCAT Airlines ordered six Boeing-737 MAX 8 aircraft. Taking into account the 
planned delivery of the first aircraft in March 2018, these aircrafts will be the first 737 MAX models 
owned and operated in Kazakhstan and Central Asia, expanding the regional and the international 
network of SCAT. At the same time, the national airline of Kazakhstan Air Astana has confirmed its 
commitment to purchase three Boeing-787 Dreamliner aircraft with scheduled delivery in 2021, in 
accordance with the terms of the existing contract. 
In conclusion of the meeting with the business community, Nursultan Nazarbayev emphasized that 
$50 billion of investments came to Kazakhstan from large US oil companies. And the parties have a 
great potential for deepening cooperation in the energy and trade and economic spheres. 
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THE C5+1 MEETING WAS HELD IN NEW YORK  

 
During the reporting period, a meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Central Asia and the United 
States was held in New York. At the meeting, the heads of the foreign ministries of Central Asian 
republics and the United States discussed regional security issues. 
According to the US media, foreign ministers of Kazakhstan Kairat Abdrakhmanov, Kyrgyzstan- 
Erlan Abdyldaev, Tajikistan - Sirodzhidin Aslov, Uzbekistan - Abdulaziz Kamilov, Turkmenistan's 
permanent representative to the UN Aksoltan Atayeva and the US Deputy Secretary of State John 
Sullivan took part in the C5 + 1 meeting. 
In particular, the prospects for the development of multilateral cooperation in various fields, the 
implementation of joint projects aimed at strengthening cooperation were discussed at the meeting. 
It should be noted that meetings in the C5 + 1 format are traditionally held with the participation of 
foreign ministers of Central Asian countries and the US Secretary of State. 
Initially, in September 2015, the United States and five Central Asian countries: Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan – established the C5 + 1 format for interaction 
to discuss issues of regional cooperation.  
To date, several meetings have been held in this format.    
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ASTANA INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL CENTER HAS COME INTO  

OPERATION IN KAZAKHSTAN  
 
On January 16, this year, in Kazakhstan the Astana International Financial Center has officially 
started its work. 
The Astana Financial Services Authority (AFSA) began to operate within the AIFC, which issues 
permits to operate on the AIFC territory, administers funds, as well as regulates private banking, 
custodial services, Islamic finance, and representative offices. 
Within the framework of the AIFC, special jurisdiction was introduced with its own right based on 
the principles of English commercial law for the first time in the post-Soviet space. The same is used 
in the world's leading financial centers, such as London, New York, Hong Kong, Singapore, and 
Dubai. 
An independent AIFC Court was created to consider commercial and civil disputes, as well as the 
AIFC International Arbitration Centre to review disputes which the parties have agreed shall be 
settled by arbitration. 
Recall that the AIFC is a financial hub for the countries of Central Asia, Transcaucasia, the EEU, the 
Middle East, the territory of Western China, Mongolia and Europe. 
The AIFC management reports that this center provides a "single window" system, a simplified 
mode of issuing visas, registration, obtaining work permits and other procedures.    
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EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE OIC 

MEMBER STATES WAS HELD IN JEDDAH  
 
On January 21, an extraordinary meeting of the foreign ministers of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) member countries was held in Jeddah. The main topic of the meeting was the 
situation in Syria, Iraq and Yemen. 
In addition, the participants discussed the situation in connection with the regular rocket fire of the 
territory of Saudi Arabia by the Houthis in Yemen. 
According to Arab media, Saudi Arabia's air defense forces intercepted three ballistic missiles fired 
from Yemen by Houthi rebels in late 2017. The first missile was shot down on November 4 near the 
international airport in Riyadh. The second was intercepted on November 30 in the south of the 
country near the city of Khamis Mushait (Asir district). The third rocket, targeted at the capital of the 
kingdom, was intercepted on December 19. The last missile attack of Houthis side occurred on 
January 5 and was successfully reflected. 
Recall that since March 26, 2015, several Arab countries led by Saudi Arabia are conducting an 
international military operation in Yemen. The coalition continues to inflict air attacks on military 
targets and positions of Shiite Houthis insurgents, who in January 2015 seized government offices in 
Sana'a and forced the president and government to resign.    
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