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WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM 2018 TOOK PLACE IN DAVOS 

On January 23, an annual forum to discuss the current world economic and political issues traditionally 
opened in the Swiss city. The forum lasted 3 days. 
The official theme this year was "Creating a Shared Future in a Fractured World." The name of the forum 
reflected the quality and direction of discussions. 
This Forum was interesting for the list of its participants. Leaders of large companies, world leaders and 
celebrities, totally about three thousand people were among the invited participants.  
The arrival and participation in the Forum of American President D. Trump became special. He was the first 
American leader who visited the forum since 2000 when President Bill Clinton arrived in Davos. 
French President Emmanuel Macron, British Prime Minister Teresa Mei and Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi were among other politicians who took part in the forum. 
The President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev also participated in the Forum. 
It should be noted that Trump's speech at the Forum became really resonant. The speech of the US President 
lasted about 20 minutes. Donald Trump started his report by listing the successes that the American economy 
has achieved since his election.  
He recalled that more than 2.4 million jobs were created in the United States this year, and unemployment is 
at its lowest level since the beginning of the century. The corporate tax rate has decreased from 35% to 21%, 
Trump said. 
As the experts note, the dollar's rate, which was declining from Wednesday, strengthened strongly on 
Thursday evening after the US President Donald Trump announced that the rate of the American currency 
would grow. 
"The dollar is going to get stronger and stronger and ultimately I want to see a strong dollar,” Trump said in 
an interview with CNBC in Davos. 
It is also worth noting that in Davos besides economic topics, other topics were also discussed. According to 
the organizers, more than 400 sessions on different topics were held during the Forum in Davos. 
In addition to political and economic sessions, discussions on healthy nutrition and diets, hypnosis, etc were 
held. 
The opening ceremony was attended by musician Elton John, actress Cate Blanchett and Bollywood star 
Shah Rukh Khan. They received Crystal Awards for their social activities and charitable work.  
Every morning from 08:00 to 08:30, meditation classes were held before the start of business events. The 
forum staff came to work from Geneva on trains that work on renewable energy sources. 
As Forum organizers say, it was already the 48th meeting in the ski resort this year, which was visited by a 
record number of heads of states, international organizations, companies and banks. 
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THE CENTRAL ASIA PLUS JAPAN DIALOGUE WAS HELD IN DUSHANBE 

On January 25-27, the 12th meeting of senior officials of the Central Asia plus Japan Dialogue was 
held in the capital of Tajikistan. 
According to the Department of Information of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Tajikistan, the meeting was co-chaired by First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Tajikistan 
Nizomiddin Zohidi and Special Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan for 
Central Asia Toshihiro Aiki. 
The meeting was attended by delegations from Central Asian countries and Japan, including the 
Director of the Department of General Asian Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Kazakhstan Alibek Bakayev, the First Deputy Foreign Minister of Kyrgyzstan Dinara Kemelova, the 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan Vepa Hadjiev, the Deputy Foreign Minister of 
Uzbekistan Saidikrom Niyazkhodzhayev . 
During the Dushanbe meeting, the parties discussed a range of issues related to the implementation 
of projects and further development of cooperation in the field of transport and logistics. 
Cooperation in regional security issues was discussed, and ways for further cooperation in the field of 
tourism within the framework of the Dialogue were defined. 
The announcement of tourism as a new area of regional cooperation has become one of the main 
outcomes of the Dushanbe meeting.  
The expansion of the trade, economic and investment partnership between Central Asian countries 
and Japan in various fields was also discussed at the meeting. 
It should be recalled that in May 2017 the Republic of Tajikistan adopted the chairmanship of the 
Dialogue in 2017-2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 



 
ILHAM ALIYEV’S SPEECH AT THE FORUM IN DAVOS  

One of the honored participants of the World Economic Forum in Davos this year was the 
President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev. 
I.Aliyev outlined the key problems in the world economy and proposed specific measures for solving 
modern economic issues. In particular, while discussing the need to ensure security on the 
Azerbaijani borders, Aliyev noted that relations with neighbors should be a priority for each country. 
He has stressed that this especially concerns our region. 
According to him, it is necessary to establish open and pragmatic relations with neighbors. This 
should be based both on their own national interests and on the national interests of their neighbors. 
And Azerbaijan has managed to establish such relations, the head of state noted. 
President Ilham Aliyev said that Azerbaijan established good relations with all neighboring countries 
except Armenia which had occupied 20% of Azerbaijani territories. 
"We have built partnership with all our neighbors - over the Caspian Sea and on land - our country is 
young, it's only 26 years old. However, Azerbaijan has established itself as a truly independent state," 
he stressed. 
The Azerbaijani leader pointed out that Azerbaijan was able to form an independent foreign policy 
that meets its national interests and does not contradict the interests of its neighbors. In his opinion, 
it is very important for small country, compared with its neighbors, to find such an appropriate 
balance and benefit from this neighborhood. 
President Ilham Aliyev also noted that diversification of the economy is the main goal of Azerbaijan, 
and their country achieved good results in this direction. "When the price of oil fell, I announced that 
Azerbaijan entered the post-oil period and we should forget about oil and gas," he recalled.  
The Azerbaijani leader stressed that Azerbaijan should continue to implement existing oil and gas 
projects, but technology, innovation, industry, entrepreneurship, and agriculture should be 
considered as the main source of income. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, the 

International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and coordinates a 

comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic world from ancient times to 

the present day.The Turkic Academy promotes cooperation between research and development 

and education centers, studying Turkish world. 
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