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PRESIDENTS OF TURKEY AND RUSSIA HELD  

ANOTHER TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
 
On April 29, Presidents of Turkey and Russia Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Vladimir Putin held one 

more telephone conversation. They discussed preparations for the summit of leaders of Russia, Turkey 
and Iran on the Syrian issue. At the same time, R.T. Erdogan expressed his deep condolences to the 
Russian side regarding the tragedy in Kemerovo, told words of support to the relatives and friends of 
deceased. 

It should be noted that earlier Ankara refused to associate with London in connection with the 
incident in Salisbury. However, people in Turkey perceived such an action by Erdogan as "increasing 
his internal and international image of the country". In this regard, the forthcoming second Turkey-
Russia-Iran summit assumes a special meaning. According to different commentators, it is quite 
possible that after the Daesh defeat, positions of regional powers such as Russia, Turkey and Iran will 
have even greater weight in the Middle East. 

If the heads of Turkey, Russia and Iran succeed in discussing number of topical issues of the Syrian 
settlement at the forthcoming summit, they will continue to form a strategic military-political alliance, 
overcoming objective and subjective obstacles along this path.   

If these three regional powers succeed in implementing the declared intentions to establish and 
maintain stability in the region, and to serve the common interest, perhaps the long-awaited peace and 
prosperity will be established on this land.  



  

FIRST PHASE OF TANAP CONSTRUCTION  
IS FINISHED BY 99 PERCENT 

 
On March 30, the Turkish capital of Ankara hosted the general meeting of the Transanatolian gas 

pipeline Board (TANAP). 
At the meeting, the Board members were provided with detailed information on the work done 

regarding the completion of the first phase of TANAP. It was noted that work on the first phase, 
which includes the distance to the city of Eskishehir, was completed by almost 99%. At the same time, 
the work carried out to lay the pipeline to Europe is 80% complete. Overall, 93% of the project work 
is completed.  

Chairman of the TANAP Board, SOCAR President Rovnag Abdullayev said that as it was planned, 
exports of 6 billion cubic meters of gas to Turkey will start in the second half of this year. 

Recall that initially 6 billion cubic meters of gas will be pumped to Turkey through the TANAP 
gas pipeline with a length of 1850 kilometers, the construction of which started in 2015. In the 
beginning of 2020, the Trans-Adriatic gas pipeline (TAP) will be connected to this gas pipeline; this 
will increase the TANAP capacity that will reach 16 billion cubic meters of gas. At the next stage, the 
capacity can reach 31 billion cubic meters. 

The shareholders of the TANAP project are SOCAR (58%), BOTAŞ (30%) and BP (12%). 

 
 



  
PRESIDENT OF IRAN HASSAN ROUHANI 

 VISITED AZERBAIJAN 
 
On March 29, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani paid a visit to Baku, which became the second 

part of his visit to two Caspian states - Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan. 
At present, IRI is intensifying energy and investment cooperation with its neighbors in the Caspian 

region, hoping to meet its natural gas needs and become a key link in the “North-South” infrastructure 
project designed to connect the transport systems of Northern Europe and South-East Asia. 

The most important result of the two-day official visit of Hassan Roukhani, which ended on 
Thursday in Baku, was the signing of a loan agreement worse $500 million, the largest in the history of 
bilateral cooperation between Iran and Azerbaijan. 

Within the framework of the agreement, Baku will finance the construction of the Resht-Astara 
railway. The project envisages the construction of a new railway line on the territory of Iran, which will 
connect Azerbaijani city of Astara (located in the south-east of the country, on the left bank of the 
Astara River at its confluence into the Caspian Sea) with the Iranian city of the same name of Astara, 
as well as the city of Resht (the center of the northern Iranian province of Gilan). 

In addition, Azerbaijan intends to invest $60 million in the development of the Iranian railway 
station Astara, in exchange they receive the right of 15-year operation of already constructed section 
of the Astara-Astara railway (Presidents Rouhani and Aliyev took part in the opening ceremony held 
within the Iran-Azerbaijan summit).  

Realization of the "North-South" project provides the unification of the railway systems of 
Azerbaijan, Iran and Russia into a single transport network. In this regard, at the first stage it is expected 
that 5 million tons of cargo will be transported via the new transport corridor, later this volume will be 
doubled and reach 10 million tons. 



  
A PACKAGE OF TURKMEN-IRANIAN DOCUMENTS 

 IS SIGNED IN ASHGABAT 
 
On March 27-28, 2018, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani paid a visit to Turkmenistan. On the 

first day of the visit, negotiations between two presidents were held. Following negotiations, 12 bilateral 
documents were signed, the most important of which were: 

• Program of cooperation in the field of culture, art, science and education between the 
Government of Turkmenistan and the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for 2018-2020; 

• Memorandum of Understanding on Trade Cooperation between the Ministry of Trade and 
Foreign Economic Relations of Turkmenistan and the Ministry of Industry, Mines and Trade of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran for 2018-2022; 

• Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in the field of agriculture between the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Water Resources of Turkmenistan and the Ministry of Agriculture Jihad of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran; 

• Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in the field of industry between the Ministry of 
Industry of Turkmenistan and the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Islamic Republic of Iran; 

• The Plan for cooperation in the field of sports between the Ministry of Sport and Youth Policy 
of Turkmenistan and the Ministry of Sport and Youth of the Islamic Republic of Iran for 2018-2019; 

• Memorandum of Understanding on the exchange of customs information in electronic format 
between the State Customs Service of Turkmenistan and the Customs Administration of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran; 

• Memorandum of Understanding on the establishment of a Joint Turkmen-Iranian Business 
Council between the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Turkmenistan and the Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture of the Islamic Republic of Iran; 



• Memorandum of Understanding on air transport between the Turkmenistan Airlines and the Iran 
Civil Aviation Organization; 

• Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation in certification between the Turkmen State 
Standard Civil Service and the Institute of Standards and Industrial Research of Iran; 

• Plan for the implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Turkmen State 
Standard Civil Service and the Institute of Standards and Industrial Research of Iran. 

In addition, a number of agreements between universities of the two countries with a view to 
strengthening cooperation in the field of education were signed, namely:  

• Memorandum of Understanding between the Institute for International Relations of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan and the Institute for Political and International Studies of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran; 

• Memorandum of Understanding on Science and Education between the S.A. Niyazov Turkmen 
Agricultural University (Turkmenistan) and Ferdowsi University of Mashhad (Islamic Republic of 
Iran); 

• Memorandum of Understanding on Science and Education between the Turkmen National 
Institute of Foreign Languages named after D. Azadi (Turkmenistan) and Ferdowsi University of 
Mashhad (Islamic Republic of Iran). 

A Joint Statement of Heads of State was adopted following the official visit of Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani to Turkmenistan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

7TH SESSION OF THE KAZAKHSTAN-MONGOLIAN 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMISSION 

 
On March 29, Astana hosted the 7th session of the Kazakh-Mongolian Intergovernmental 

Commission for trade, economic, scientific, technical and cultural cooperation. 
The Minister of Labor and Social Protection of Population of the Republic of Kazakhstan Madina 

Abylkasymova, the co-chairman of the Kazakh side, as well as the co-chairman of the Mongolian side 
- the Minister of Labor and Social Protection of Mongolia Sodnomin Chinzorig, representatives of the 
central state bodies of Kazakhstan and Mongolia took part in the event. 

During the meeting, the sides discussed bilateral cooperation in the field of economy, business, 
health, ecology, tourism, pensions, trade and economic cooperation, investment, agriculture, transport, 
energy and subsoil use, education and science, health and social security, culture, environmental 
protection, and others. 

"We welcome the initiative of the Mongolian side to resume bilateral cooperation in the field of 
pensions and the process of preparation of the relevant intergovernmental agreement that has begun 
this year," Madina Abylkasymova said in her welcoming speech. 

After the official part of the opening ceremony, an IGC session at the level of experts was held to 
discuss issues on the agenda and finalize the draft Protocol on priority areas, as well as a number of 
bilateral meetings.  

As a result, the parties signed a Memorandum on cooperation in the field of mineral resources, 
which is aimed at creation of a solid foundation for the development of bilateral relations in geology 
and subsoil use. 

Within the framework of the Memorandum, the parties will exchange information, experience, 
technologies and training of highly qualified personnel in the field of mining industry. 



Moreover, the parties discussed the exchange of experience in the field of precious metals 
processing, namely acquaintance with the technological process at the Tau-Ken Altyn refinery. 

Agreements on strengthening cooperation in the investigation and prevention of civil aircraft 
accidents were reached between the authorized bodies of both states. In particular, a Memorandum 
"On mutual understanding in the field of investigation and prevention of civil aircraft accidents 
between the Ministry of Investment and Development of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Bureau 
of Aircraft Accident Investigation of Mongolia" was signed. 

Following the meeting of the Kazakh-Mongolian intergovernmental commission, the Protocol of 
the Kazakh-Mongolian intergovernmental commission on trade-economic, scientific-technical and 
cultural cooperation was signed. 

At the same time, the parties agreed to hold the next 8th meeting of the Commission in 2020 in 
the capital of Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar. 
  



1ST INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF TURKIC  
CINEMA WAS HELD IN KAZAN  

 
The 1st International Festival of Turkic Cinema lasted in the capital of Tatarstan five days. The 

audience watched several films created by filmmakers of Turkey, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan. 

The main task of the festival was considered as educational, without a competitive program. 
Therefore, the audience had an opportunity to enjoy the best creations of filmmakers of countries of 
the Turkic world made in different years. 

So, the Festival was opened by a film of the St. Petersburg director Yuri Feting titled "Bibinur", 
based on the works of the Tatar writer Ayaz Gilyazov, and which was first released in 2009. The film 
of the Turkish director Atif Yilmaz "The Red Headscarf" was released in 1977. And on the contrary, 
Kyrgyzstan presented in Kazan a film released in 2017 - it was a movie of Ernest Abdyzhaparov 
"Sayakbai. Homer of the 20th century." 

The idea of organizing such film festival was proposed in Istanbul last year, where the first meeting 
of the Association of Cinema of the Turkic world was held. Its leadership includes filmmaker Oktay 
Mir-Kasym (Azerbaijan), producer Kanat Torebay (Kazakhstan), screenwriter, director and 
cameraman Khodjakuli Narliyev (Turkmenistan), Turkish filmmakers and producers Ismail Gunes and 
Feday Ozturk, Russian film producer, director of Tatarkino and Kazan International Festival of 
Muslim cinema Milyausha Aituganova, as well as the Kyrgyz filmmaker, producer, founder of the 
Aitysh Film studio Sadyk Sher-Niyaz.  

The filmmakers considered that it is necessary to demonstrate the achievements of the Turkic 
cinema to the audience, as well as create their own movie rental market, independent from the Western 
film industry. 

There is a reason why the capital of Tatarstan has been chosen to host the first Film Festival: Kazan 
has been hosting the International Festival of Muslim Cinema for several years. Then the festival will 
start its tour of the Turkic world: initially, it was considered as "nomadic", and already this spring 
should visit Central Asia. It is planned that in April it will be held in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.



 
VARNA HOSTED THE EU-TURKEY SUMMIT 

 
On March 6, the EU-Turkey summit was held in the Bulgarian city of Varna, which was attended 

by the top leadership of both sides: 
• President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Minister of Foreign Affairs Mevlut Cavusoglu and Minister for 

the EU Affairs Omer Celik represented Turkey; 
• Head of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Council 

Donald Tusk and Boyko Borisov, Prime Minister of Bulgaria, which currently chairs the EU, 
represented the European Union.  

Issues discussed at the meeting: 
• Problems of restraining the flow of refugees, 
• Military actions in the north of Syria, 
• Prospects for Turkish European integration, 
• The political situation in the Eastern Mediterranean, on which the prospects for gas production 

in the region mostly depend. 
Following the summit in Varna, the parties failed to reach a full compromise, however, the issue 

of belonging of extracted oil in the Northern Cyprus to the Turkish Republic will be discussed. It is 
already clear that the integration of both parts of Cyprus is necessary in any form. During the final 
press conference, Recep Tayyip Erdogan stressed the need to include Turkish Cypriots in the decision-
making system for the exploration and development of natural resources on the shelf of Cyprus. 

Regarding Europe, the EU countries need peace in the south and guarantees that the number of 
refugees from Syria will not grow. Turkey is also not interested in full-fledged confrontation with the 
EU. The search for an acceptable compromise will be continued.   

 


