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Тurkic Weekly aims to keep you regularly informed on the latest news of the 
Turkic World. Turkic Weekly provides you with reliable information and timely 
analysis on key political, socio-economic and scientific events across Turkic-speaking 
states. 
 
 

This Newsletter is diligently prepared by the International Turkic Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                   «YENI AZERBAIJAN» GETS PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY  
Elections to Azerbaijan’s 5th convocation of Milli Majlis were held on 1 November 2015. 767 
nominees from 15 political parties competed for 125 seats in the unicameral Parliament. The voter 
turnout at the elections was 55,7 percent (over 2,89 million voters). The total number of voters in the 
country is 5,198,658 people.  

As declared by the head of Central Election Commission, candidates from ruling ‘Yeni Azerbaijan’ 
party (YAP) got at least 70 seats. President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev as the chairman of YAP keeps 
receiving congratulation messages from leaders of other states. 

The elections were observed by 503 international observers from 40 organisations, including PACE, 
Interparliamentary Assembly of the CIS. Representatives of the Cooperation Council of Turkic 
Speaking States (Turkic Council), the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic-Speaking Countries 
(TurkPA) and International Turkic Academy also had successfully observed Nov.1 elections.  

President Aliyev in one of post-electoral addresses to the Azerbaijani people underlined the 
importance of recent parliamentary elections in ensuring the stability and unity between society and 
the government at the time of economic, political and military crises around the world.  

President’s emphasis on security issues demonstrates that Baku is aware of negative effects of 
external environment upon domestic stability of Azerbaijan. Consequently, successful parliamentary 
elections provide convenient conditions for continuing government policies.  

Baku tries to maintain equal relations with global and regional powers and will keep enhancing 
cooperation with the West, Russia, Iran, China and Turkic-speaking states in energy, economy and 
security issues.             
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                                                                                                              DAVUTOGLU SHAKES TURKEY 
General elections held on 1 November 2015 are the second parliamentary elections for Turkey in 
2015. The snap elections were called by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan after 7 June 2015 
elections resulted in a hung parliament and coalition negotiations broke down. 

Consequently, President Erdogan later in August announced his decision to initiate early election, 
which was overseen by the interim election government formed by prime-minister Ahmet Davutoglu.   

As the result of Nov. 1 elections the Justice and Development Party (AKP) led by Davutogly 
regained the Parliamentary majority that was lost for the first time in 13 years after June elections. 
AKP received 49,5%, an amount of votes that gives right to take 317 seats in the Parliament. 

Opposition from secular Republican People’s Party (CHP) got 25,3%, nationalists from the National 
Movement Party (MHP) - 11,9% and pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) - 10,8%.  

HDP managed to surpass critical 10% threshold, but lost over 2,4%. Amount of seats has been 
declined from 80 to 59 as the result of Nov.1 elections. MHP also saw substantial decrease in 
support. Nationalists halved their parliamentary representation from 80 to 40.      

Along with such international organizations as OSCE, representatives of the Turkic Council, TurkPA 
and International Turkic Academy had successfully observed Nov.1 elections.  

Single-party rule by AKP could lead to rendering certain constitutional amendments that will 
introduce presidential system in Turkey. Popular support provides AKP a lot of room to maneuver 
and strengthens Davutoglu’s hand outside and inside Turkey. 
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                US SECRETARY OF STATE VISITS CENTRAL ASIA 
John Kerry’s regional tour was the first-ever visit by US Secretary of State to all five Central Asian 
states on the same trip. His visit had started on 31 October 2015 from Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan where 
the US Secretary took part in official opening of new US embassy compound and inaugurated new 
American University of Central Asia campus.  

John Kerry’s second trip was to the ancient city of Samarkand (Uzbekistan) where C5+1 Ministerial 
meeting took place. This new dialogue format between US and Central Asian states had been held 
the second time. First meeting was held in September on the sidelines of UN General Assembly. 
According to Kerry’s remarks, the US focused on four areas during the last meeting, which are 
economic growth and connectivity, the environment, regional security and stability, as well as human 
dimension.  

John Kerry unveiled new US assistance programs to Central Asia that include ‘Smart Waters’ which 
is going to train a new generation of water managers in Central Asia and Afghanistan. He also 
reiterated his commitment to hold another six meetings of Central Asia Trade Forum and to further 
enhance connectivity within the region through New Silk Road Initiative.  

The US Secretary during his trip to Kazakhstan on 2 November 2015 took part in the 4th meeting of 
the US-Kazakhstan Strategic Partnership Dialogue. Kerry congratulated Kazakhstan on signing of 
the agreement with the International Atomic Energy Agency to establish a Low Enriched Uranium 
Bank.  

Security in Afghanistan, counternarcotics, economic challenges and energy issues had been discussed 
with Tajikistan’s President Emomali Rakhmon. Similar topics were on the agenda during Kerry’s visit 
to Ashgabat (Turkmenistan) on November 3, 2015.  

Kerry’s visit demonstrates that US interest towards Central Asia will remain at the previous level. 
Central Asian states also prove their commitment to work closely with the US in mutually beneficial 
way. 
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                                                                                                KYRGYZSTAN CHOOSES STABILITY 
Another Turkic-speaking state, Kyrgyzstan, also held parliamentary elections in early October this 
year. 

Only 6 political parties out of 14 got seats in the Jogorku Kenesh (Kyrgyz Parliament). Pro-
presidential party of the Social Democrats won the majority of seats (27.5%). Republic - Ata Jurt 
party (20.2%), Kyrgyzstan (13%), Onuguu-Progress (9.3%), Bir Bol (8.5 %) and Ata-Meken (7.8%) 
were other parties that took necessary 7% of votes to enter the Parliament. 

After one month since the elections, Kyrgyzstan has made number of important post-electoral 
procedures. In particular, the Speaker of Parliament and head of government had been assigned.  

As expected, Asylbek Zheenbekov was elected as the speaker of the Parliament during 4 November 
session of the Parliament. The candidacy of Zheenbekov via secret ballot was supported by 114 
deputies, while only 4 deputies opposed. 

The nomination of Temir Sariev as Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan by the majority coalition in 
Parliament represents another crucial step in pushing MPs to work hard. Commenting on his re-
appointment as head of the Cabinet, Sariev noted: “We tried to make minor changes in the ministers 
list because a newcomer would need time to dig deeper into the problems, but we don’t have so 
much time.” 

Consequently, the Parliament approved the Cabinet and new structure of the ministries. 

Thus, Kyrgyzstan opts for continuity and stability, which is not an obstacle for adjustments to the 
work of the government. 
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                                                                                   KAZAKHSTAN ATTRACTS EAST AND WEST 
When kin countries were holding their parliamentary elections, Kazakhstan was showing his high-
profile diplomacy. Astana hosted an important guest, the Prime Minister of Japan Shinzo Abe. 
Touring Central Asia before the US Secretary of State John Kerry, the Japanese delegation was 
formed by representatives of more than 50  major companies, banks and universities.  

Speaking at the Nazarbayev University, Abe underlined Kazakhstan's special status for Japan in 
cooperation in several key areas. 

No less importance gained the official visit of the President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev to 
the United Kingdom and France. 

Particularly, on 3-4 November Nursultan Nazarbayev made the 9th official visit to the UK, during 
which he had talks with the British Prime Minister David Cameron. The leader of Kazakhstan also 
met with the Queen of Great Britain and Northern Ireland Elizabeth II. 

Following the meeting, the Kazakh delegation and UK business community signed several important 
trade and investment agreements worth 4,6 billion US dollars. 

On November 5, Nursultan Nazarbayev paid an official visit to another European major power - 
France. During this visit the President of Kazakhstan held talks with his French counterpart F. 
Hollande. 

Kazakh delegation had fruitful meetings with representatives of business and political circles that 
resulted in a number of new bilateral agreements and MOUs. 

Bearing all this mind, Kazakhstan continues to maintain balanced relation with the major centers of 
power, consistently pursuing the multi-vector foreign policy. 
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Founded in 2010 by the state leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey, the 
International Turkic Academy conducts and coordinates profund research on the Turkic world, its 
culture and history from ancient times to the present day. Turkic Academy fosters mutual scientific 
cooperation among research and education centers of the Turkic world.  

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 
57 Tauelsizdik Street, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     
Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan   

 @intturkicacadem 
 https://www.facebook.com/International-Turkic-Academy-832484896847678/ 


