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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of  the most signifi cant 
developments  in the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely 
information and an objective assessment on  relevant issues in the 
agenda of  Turkic countries.  

Тurkic Weekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, 
published by the International Turkic Academy.
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CENTRAL ASIAN TOUR OF VLADIMIR PUTIN
During the reporting period, Russian President Vladimir Putin paid visits to Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and 
Kyrgyzstan. The tour was timed to the 25th Anniversary of  the establishment of  diplomatic relations 
between these countries. The first stay of  the Russian president was Kazakhstan, where Presidents 
Nursultan Nazarbayev and Vladimir Putin held an informal meeting in one of  the ski resorts in Almaty. 
Then, the next day on the official part of  negotiations, the sides discussed topical issues of  bilateral 
cooperation and the key issues on the international agenda. In particular, the main topics of  discussion 
were the bilateral economic relations, prospects of  the EAEC, as well as international issues such as the 
Syrian problem.
Speaking about Syrian talks Nursultan Nazarbayev said: “Russia is taking measures to address topical 
international issues, including the settlement of  the Syrian conflict. Russia proposed to hold several rounds 
of  talks in Astana. The process is started. In general, to address these and other issues a series of  meetings 
should be organized throughout the year, including meetings within the framework of  the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization in Astana on June 8. All current issues are resolved in a friendly manner. Let us 
move forward, creating joint ventures». In reply, V.Putin noted the importance of  Kazakhstan as one of  
the key economic partners of  Russia, stressing the need to increase the volume and output of  cooperation 
on sustainable growth at the expense of  established conditions in the course of  the integration process. 
In Tajikistan, the most significant events were the awarding an Order of  Alexander Nevsky to Emomali 
Rahmon, signing of  the intergovernmental agreement on cooperation in the field of  Courier Service, 
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on the use of  atomic energy for peaceful purposes and many others. In addition, the parties agreed 
on «strengthening protection of  the Tajik-Afghan border» and on development of  the Russian schools 
network in the country. In addition, it is known that the issue of  migrants plays a significant role in 
economic development of  Tajikistan. According to official data, today more than 800 thousand of  Tajik 
labor migrants work in Russia. For the last year, the volume of  transfers amounted to $ 1.9 billion, 
accounting for a third of  GDP of  Tajikistan. In this regard, the parties reached an agreement, the details 
of  which were not covered in the media. 
Moreover, Russia and Tajikistan will be able to cooperate in the field of  construction and operation of  
nuclear research reactors: an intergovernmental agreement on cooperation in the peaceful uses of  nuclear 
energy signed on Monday provides this opportunity. The agreement was signed based on past negotiations 
of  Russian President Vladimir Putin with his Tajik counterpart Emomali Rahmon in Dushanbe. Director 
General of  the State Corporation “Rosatom” Alexei Likhachev and the President of  the Academy of  
Sciences of  Tajikistan Farhod Rahimov signed the document.
It is noteworthy that during the visit to Tajikistan, the Russian President made a phone call to the Turkmen 
counterpart Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow. According to Tajik media, on a telephone conversation with 
the participation of  E. Rahmon, the sides discussed the recent tensions in Tajik-Turkmen relations, as well 
as the possibility of  the visit of  Vladimir Putin to Turkmenistan in the nearest future. It is important that 
the protection of  the common border with Afghanistan is also acute for Turkmenistan, what connects it 
with Tajikistan and pushes to a closer cooperation with Russia in this direction.
In Kyrgyzstan, main topics of  the bilateral talks were the military cooperation, as well as further study 
of  the issues of  joining the Kyrgyz Republic to the EAEC. According to Kyrgyz media, during a press 
conference the president of  Russia said that Moscow would support Kyrgyzstan’s integration into the 
EAEC. «We know how difficult were our negotiations on the accession to the Eurasian Economic Union, 
how emotionally and rather rigidly the president defended interests of  Kyrgyzstan», - said V.Putin at 
the talks with President of  Kyrgyzstan Almazbek Atambayev in an expanded format. He recalled that 
the special tools were created to alleviate Kyrgyz Republic’s integration into the EAEC, as well as to 
help country’s economy adapt to the rules of  the economic union. In his turn, A.Atambayev expressed 
confidence in further development of  the strategic alliance between two countries. At the same time, he 
stressed that with the entry of  Kyrgyzstan in the EAEC relationships are moving to a higher level.
The theme of  the upcoming elections in Kyrgyzstan was no less interesting. During the press conference 
president of  Kyrgyz Republic A.Atambayev said that the country would hold presidential elections in 
November 2017, which would put an end to revolutions. He noted that despite all kinds of  speculation, 
the authorities in Kyrgyzstan will prevent new riots and elections will be held in a peaceful manner. Recall 
that recently in Kyrgyzstan, one of  the leaders of  the opposition, head of  Ata Meken party O.Tekebayev 
was arrested. Supporters of  O.Tekebayev for several days tried to organize rallies against the government.
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RESULTS OF ECO SUMMIT IN PAKISTAN
On March 1, 13th Summit of  the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) was held in the capital of  
Pakistan. Delegates of  participating countries: Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, 
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan took part in the summit. Moreover, Iran, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and Azerbaijan were represented in the event by their presidents.
By tradition, the summit was opened by welcoming speech of  the President of  the country, which ends the 
presidency of  the organization. Thus, President of  Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev opened 13th ECO summit; 
Aliyev stressed that Azerbaijan had good relations with all member countries of  the organization, and 
strengthened economic ties with its partners, both at bilateral and multilateral level. He also noted that 
Azerbaijan considers the Economic Cooperation Organization as an important international organization 
and as the presiding country of  the ECO since 2012 Azerbaijan has made every effort to strengthen 
this structure, to increase its participation in international economic cooperation and promote the 
comprehensive partnership between the Member States.
Assuming the presidency, the prime minister of  Pakistan Mohammad Nawaz Sharif  praised the work 
done during the period past from the 12th Summit of  the Economic Cooperation Organization, and 
expressed his gratitude to President Ilham Aliyev. He stressed that Pakistan during its presidency of  this 
structure would make every effort to further strengthen cooperation between member countries.
Other participants also made reports at the summit. In particular, referring to regional leaders, Erdogan 
said that the modern version of  the historic «Silk Road» is part of  the implementation of  major projects 
in Turkey. Pointing out that the new airport in Istanbul will make a great contribution to the development 
of  the region, Erdogan said: «We will implement all projects for 400 million of  our brothers who live in 
our region». According to R.T.Erdogan, the effective implementation of  the framework agreement on 
transit traffi c will contribute to the creation of  transport corridors throughout the region.
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Secretary General of  the Economic Cooperation Organization Khalil Ibrahim Akca also noted the 
prospects of  cooperation within the ECO. Other speakers of  the Summit stressed the importance 
of  further enhancing efforts to solve issues on strengthening economic relations, increasing mutual 
investment and the consideration of  effective proposals by member countries of  the ECO; they also 
wished success to Pakistan during its chairmanship in the organization 
According to experts, generally, activities of  the ECO have not brought tangible results. Thus, most 
experts note, that besides political conflicts in the ECO, the organization also failed to develop and 
approve an integrated, unified economic policy. On this basis, the current summit is primarily an attempt 
of  Pakistan to revive this process. Indeed, ECO is very important for Pakistan. 
However, it should be noted that the bilateral meetings were more productive. In particular, in the fields 
of  the summit leaders of  the ECO member-countries held traditional bilateral meetings. For example, 
President of  Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow met with President of  Turkey Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan during his working visit to Pakistan. The sides exchanged views on prospects for cooperation. 
Two sides called for further all-round strengthening of  effective interaction. Among the priorities of  
partnership are trade and economy, energy sector, transport and communications, construction industry 
and other industries. In this aspect, high interest of  Turkish businessmen in expanding mutually beneficial 
relations with Turkmenistan was highlighted.
In addition, Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow during the meeting with Pakistani Prime Minister Muhammad 
Nawaz Sharif  emphasized the prospects of  cooperation in the construction of  the Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India gas pipeline (TAPI). Berdimuhamedow noted that there are new prospects 
for cooperation between Turkmenistan and Pakistan, which implement large-scale joint projects in 
partnership, primarily on the construction of  the largest energy transit at the continent - TAPI gas pipeline, 
which will serve to socio-economic development of  the region. It was emphasized that Turkmenistan 
views Pakistan as a key partner in the context of  increasing cooperation with South Asian countries. 
Areas of  mutually beneficial cooperation in various fields, including trade and economy, fuel and energy, 
construction, agriculture were discussed at the meeting.
Presidents of  Iran and Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Hassan Rouhani also held a meeting during the 
ECO summit in Islamabad. The talks were held behind closed doors and lasted about an hour.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his Tajik counterpart Emomali Rahmon spoke for the 
expansion of  interstate relations in the meeting within the framework of  the 13th summit of  the Economic 
Cooperation Organization in Islamabad. According to the press service of  the Tajik leader, parties 
expressed their intention to improve the performance of  mutual trade and economic turnover, and made 
a number of  proposals for its extension. In particular, two leaders agreed to hold the «first Cooperation 
Council of  Tajikistan and Turkey, Days of  Culture of  two countries, the exchange of  students and 
teachers, paying special attention at increasing the number of  quota for training Tajik citizens in Turkey’s 
universities, the establishment of  permanent links between artists and cultural figures».
The priority and promising areas of  partnership are strengthening the work of  the Joint Intergovernmental 
Commission on Trade and Economic Cooperation, as well as the strengthening of  regional cooperation 
in the energy and communications fields, attracting Turkish business community to implement projects 
on construction of  joint ventures, cooperation in the fields of  agriculture, industry, international transport 
and tourism.
The leaders of  two countries also paid attention on the topic of  international terrorism and extremism, 
«highlighting their common position on strengthening of  bilateral and regional cooperation» in the fight 
against them.
Recall that the Economic Cooperation Organization has quite a long history. It was founded by Pakistan, 
Turkey and Iran in 1985, and includes seven other regional countries: Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 
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KAZAKHSTAN ADOPTS AMENDMENTS 
TO THE CONSTITUTION

After a nation-wide discussion of  the proposed amendments to the Constitution of  the Republic of  
Kazakhstan, President Nursultan Nazarbayev announced that 23 articles of  the Constitution will be 
amended. The Head of  Kazakhstan said about it during the meeting on the redistribution of  powers 
between branches of  government in Akorda.
«For us it is clear that the main political model of  Kazakhstan will be preserved. Presidential republic will 
remain. However, the public administration should be flexible in accordance with requirements of  the 
time», - said Nursultan Nazarbayev.
The Head of  State stressed that on the outcome of  reforms branches would get their credentials and 
would work independently. In this regard, each branch should feel its responsibility.
«We have to decide the fate of  the document important for the future of  our country. Today we must sum 
up and decide what to do next, and determine the date of  forwarding the document for consideration 
by the Parliament. The 23 articles of  the Constitution will be amended. 35 changes to laws will be made. 
Here I want to mention that all this is done for transferring powers of  the President of  the Republic 
of  Kazakhstan to other branches of  government. You know that other countries hold referendums to 
increase presidential powers and adopt amendments to the Constitution. We do on the contrary. Because 
for 25 years, a presidential form of  government has fulfilled purposes set before the country and its 
people», - said Nursultan Nazarbayev.
On 3rd of  March, N. Nazarbayev appealed to the members of  Parliament with a request to consider 
amendments to the Constitution concerning the redistribution of  powers between branches of  
government without any delay. 
Recall that at the end of  last year, President Nursultan Nazarbayev announced the decision to share 
power with parliament and the government. Speaking at the commemoration of  the 25th anniversary 
of  Kazakhstan’s independence, he instructed to prepare draft amendments to the Constitution, without 
changing the basic political model of  Kazakhstan, a form of  government must remain presidential. 
However, according to the Kazakh leader, public administration system «should be flexible in accordance 
with requirements of  the time.»
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MILITARY FORCES OF SCO STATES DISCUSSED 
PROSPECTS OF COOPERATION

In the reporting period, in Kazakhstan representatives of  the Ministries of  Defense of  SCO member 
states discussed cooperation project plan for the years 2018-2019 and a number of  other pressing issues. 
The meeting was organized in accordance with the Plan of  Cooperation for 2016-2017 and earlier reached 
agreements. Main themes on the agenda of  the meeting were the issues of  the forthcoming meeting of  
Ministers of  Defense, implementation of  the Plan of  Cooperation of  the Ministries of  Defense of  SCO 
member states in 2017. In addition, as reported by the office, participants of  the meeting discussed a draft 
cooperation plan for 2018-2019 years and other topical issues of  cooperation within the organization.
Today, Kazakhstan is actively developing its military cooperation in the region and the world, being 
a member of  international organizations, including the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. With the 
growing threat of  international terrorism and religious extremism, coordinated joint actions to strengthen 
stability and security in the area of  the organization become of  special significance. In particular, 
cooperation and coordination are improved in the course of  joint military exercises «Peace Mission», in 
which the military forces of  the SCO member countries work out the issues of  combating terrorism, 
extremism and separatism.
SCO is an international organization founded in 2001 by the leaders of  China, Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. The observer countries in the SCO at present are Afghanistan, 
Belarus, Iran and Mongolia, the partner countries are Armenia, Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Nepal, Turkey and 
Sri Lanka.
Recall that this year the SCO is chaired by Kazakhstan, and the summit of  the organization will be held 
in Astana this summer.  
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