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KAZAKHSTAN AND AZERBAIJAN STRENGTHEN FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION 
 

On April 3-4, the President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev paid a visit to Azerbaijan. During 

the trip Head of Kazakhstan held talks with the top leadership of the Republic of Azerbaijan. In 

particular, during the meeting with the President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev in the enlarged format, 

the parties discussed prospects for development of political, trade-economic and cultural-

humanitarian cooperation, as well as current issues on the international and regional agenda. 

 

Nursultan Nazarbayev noted the traditionally friendly nature of bilateral relations between 

Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan due to long-standing historical and cultural ties. The Head of State 

stressed that in the current conditions new trends taking place in the world economy could impart 

a serious dynamics to the development of further partnership between two countries. 

 

The Azerbaijani side noted the need to increase interaction across the entire spectrum of bilateral 

cooperation, including development of the transit and transport potential of Kazakhstan and the 

Republic of Azerbaijan.  

 

After the meeting, the President of Azerbaijan noted the achievements of Kazakhstan under the 

leadership of Nursultan Nazarbayev. On the same day, a ceremony of presenting the Order of 

Heydar Aliyev to Nursultan Nazarbayev was held. 

 

As a result of bilateral negotiations, a package of agreements was signed. Heads of two countries, 

as well as other heads of the state bodies of Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan, have signed following 

documents: Joint declaration of Presidents; Agreement between "Azerbaijan Railways" CJSC and the 

"Kazakhstan Railways" National Company  on strategic cooperation in the field of logistics and 

railway transport engineering; Agreement on international road transport; Program of cooperation 

between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs for 2017-2018; Agreement on cooperation in the field of 

quarantine and plant protection, and other documents. 

 

In general, bilateral negotiations were held in a friendly atmosphere. The sides stressed the 

importance of coordinating actions of Astana and Baku on such strategic issues as the Caspian issue 

and interaction within the framework of the CCTS. 
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RUSSIAN-UZBEK RELATIONS ARE AGAIN ON RISE 
 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, elected at the end of last year to the post of the President of Uzbekistan, visited the 

third foreign country last week. During the long-awaited visit to Moscow, the parties were able to bring 

Russian-Uzbek relations to a new level.  

 

The media called results of negotiations of two countries in the Kremlin as the unprecedented. For the first 

time in many years, the parties succeeded in signing several treaties at once, the discussion of which had 

been lasting for several years. In particular, according to the Moskovsky Komsomolets newspaper, it was 

possible to conclude negotiations on an agreement regulating the involvement of labor migrants in the 

Russian Federation, which lasted almost 10 years. In addition, an agreement on launching an air service 

between Moscow and Samarkand was reached. 

 

Moreover, agreements in the economic sphere became breakthrough. On April 5, during an enlarged 

meeting, the sides signed 55 different agreements and memoranda worth $16.5 billion. Especially some of 

them can be highlighted. Gazprom and the Uzbek gas concern were able to agree on an increase in imported 

gas. So, 4 billion cubic meters of natural gas will be imported from Uzbekistan starting in 2018. 

 

At the same time, an important agreement with Rostekh on the purchase of Russian military equipment, 

weapons and equipment was signed. In this regard, it should be noted that even in early March, the Uzbek 

Senate ratified the Treaty on military-technical cooperation between the Russian Federation and Uzbekistan. 

According to the statements of Uzbek authorities, "The Russian Federation remains one of the main partners 

of Uzbekistan, including in the military-technical sphere. Our countries have many common interests and 

common ground."  

 

Speaking at the Kremlin, Mirziyoyev confirmed that “the expansion of supplies of military equipment to 

Uzbekistan and its repair at Russian enterprises on mutually beneficial terms; implementation of joint projects 

with the participation of Rostekh State corporation are among the priority tasks”. 

 

In general, according to the agreements signed, Moscow and Tashkent bring relations to a new level. The 

Russian authorities do not hide the intention to restart bilateral relations using the change of power in 

Uzbekistan. 

 

Meanwhile, Tashkent's strategy for rational self-isolation is slightly weakened. The Uzbek authorities are 

increasingly interacting with external players.  
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THE MOST IMPORTANT SECURITY FORCES OF THE SCO MET IN ASTANA 
 

During the reporting period, another event in preparation for the summit of Heads of State of the 

SCO member states, which will be held in Astana this summer, was held. Thus, the secretaries of 

the SCO Security Councils met in Astana. 

 

Secretary of the Security Councils of Kazakhstan - V. Zhumakanov, Kyrgyzstan - T. Djumakadirov, 

Russia - N. Patrushev, Uzbekistan - V. Makhmudov, Tajikistan - A. Kakharov, State Councilor - 

Minister of Public Security of China Guo Shengkun, Secretary General of the SCO R. Alimov, 

Director of the Executive Committee of the Regional Antiterrorist Structure of the SCO E.Sysoyev. 

As is known, the event on the Security Council in Astana is held within the framework of 

Kazakhstan's chairmanship in the SCO and is an important stage in preparation for the meeting of 

the Council of Heads of the SCO member states scheduled in June this year. As the President of 

the Republic of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev noted, the acceptance of India and Pakistan as 

full members of the organization will be one of the main decisions of the forthcoming summit, 

which will give an additional impetus to strengthening cooperation in Asia.  

 

Representatives of the SCO member countries discussed the fight against terrorism and agreed a 

new Convention on Combating Extremism. According to some information, it will include an item 

on countering "color revolutions". 

 

Secretary of the Security Council of Kazakhstan Vladimir Zhumakanov said that in the near future 

the statement of the SCO on joint counteraction to international terrorism and the anti-drug strategy 

for 2017-2022 will be agreed. In the message after the meeting, it was pointed out that parties had 

spent most of their time discussing countering terrorism and drug trafficking, as well as new 

challenges of propaganda of extremism through the Internet, participation of citizens of the SCO 

countries in terrorist activities abroad and cyber terrorism. 
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THE MEETING OF THE CIS FOREIGN MINISTERS WAS HELD IN TASHKENT 
 
On April 7, a meeting of the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS Foreign Ministers Council) was held in Tashkent. 

 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan Khalaf Khalafov, following Ministers of Foreign 

Affairs of Belarus Vladimir Mackey, Kazakhstan - Kairat Abdrakhmanov, Kyrgyzstan - Erlan 

Abdyldaev, Russia - Sergey Lavrov, Tajikistan - Sirodzhidin Aslov, Armenia - Edward Nalbandian, 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of Moldova Lilian Dariy, Deputy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan Vepa Hadjiyev and CIS Executive Secretary Sergei 

Lebedev participated in the meeting. 

 

The agenda of the forthcoming meeting includes projects of 16 documents, 10 of which have been 

approved by the parties for further consideration of Heads of State and governments. 

 

The draft declaration of the Foreign Ministers of the CIS member states on the inadmissibility of 

discrimination and intolerance against Christians, Muslims and representatives of other faiths 

became one of the most important documents.  

 

The draft decision on the implementation of the interstate program "Cultural Capitals of the 

Commonwealth" in Armenia in 2018, in Belarus in 2019, and in Kazakhstan in 2020 is the most 

significant in the sphere of humanitarian cooperation. 

 

More than a third of projects on the agenda of the CMFA are aimed at expanding and deepening 

cooperation in the sphere of ensuring security and countering new challenges and threats. 

 

At the same time, Ministers of Foreign Affairs considered a draft decision on amending the provision 

on the Bureau for the Coordination of Combating Organized Crime and Other Dangerous Types of 

Crimes on the territory of the CIS member states. 

 

Recall that the meetings of the Council of Ministers are one of the key stages in the preparation of 

meetings of the Council of Heads of Government and the Council of Heads of State of the CIS, 

which are held twice a year. This year, regular meetings of the Heads of State will be held in 

Moscow in October, in Kazan in May and in Ashgabat in November. 
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KYRGYZSTAN HAS CELEBRATED 7th ANNIVERSARY OF THE APRIL REVOLUTION  
 
On April 7, the Kyrgyz Republic celebrated the anniversary of the April Revolution. According to 

Kyrgyz media, Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atambayev paid tribute to the memory of the fallen 

heroes of the revolution, laying a wreath at the monumental plaque at their graves in the Ata-Beyit 

memorial complex. Together with the President of the country, the toraga of the Jogorku Kenesh 

Chynybai Tursunbekov, the Prime Minister Sooronbai Jeenbekov, the chairman of the Supreme 

Court Ainash Tokbayeva laid wreaths at the graves of the heroes of the April People's Revolution. 

 

The event was attended by relatives of the dead and injured on April 7, 2010, participants of the 

April events, deputies of the Jogorku Kenesh of the KR, members of the government, heads of 

other state bodies and public representatives.  

 

Speaking to people, A. Atambayev said: "Exactly seven years ago, on April 7, 2010, the fate of our 

Motherland, our Kyrgyzstan, was decided! On this day, the end for the long-standing confrontation 

of the people and family-clan regimes, which brought the country to the catastrophe, was set. On 

this day our proud people opened the way to freedom, justice and restored faith in a better future." 

 

A. Atambayev also stressed that the price of this victory of people was incredibly high. As is known, 

86 of our Kyrgyz citizens were killed on that day. 

B.  

"I believe that no matter how much time passes, these events will never be forgotten. On the 

contrary, at all times the feat of our dzhigits, who died for the bright future of our country, will 

become an example of selfless service to the country and people, and will inspire a new 

generation," the Head of Kyrgyzstan noted. 

 

It should be noted that 7th of April is considered a day off in Kyrgyzstan. 

 

At the same time, this spring in the neighboring republic was again "hot". During the last month in 

Kyrgyzstan, preparations for the presidential elections are in full swing. The pre-election race is 

accompanied by various protest actions, the arrest of party representatives. 
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CHINESE-AMERICAN DIALOGUE 
 
On April 6-7 this year, the USA hosted the first meeting of Heads of two global powers of China and the 

United States of America. The meeting of Donald Trump and Xi Jinping, taking place in the Mar-a-Lago 

estate of the American leader in the Florida resort of Palm Beach, which has already been called the 

"Southern White House", has attracted the attention of the world community. This attention is due to several 

factors.  

 

Firstly, the elected US President D. Trump, spoke excessively negatively about relations with China during 

the election campaign. In fact, Trump used anti-Chinese rhetoric as the main slogan. In this context, the 

current meeting as well as the US-China summit is of great interest. 

 

Secondly, the solution of many topical issues facing the world community depends on the results of meetings 

of these leaders. In particular, the parties have the competence to discuss such topics as the situation in the 

world economy, the changing situation in the Middle East, the situation on the Korean peninsula, the fight 

against international terrorism, etc. 

 

Contrary to expectations, the meeting of Xi Jinping with D.Trump was held in a friendly atmosphere. The 

parties expressed the need to strengthen the constructive dialogue between Beijing and Washington. 

Against the backdrop of the changing situation in Syria, as well as the unexpected missile attacks on the 

airbase in Syria by the United States, security issues have become one of the key topics for talks. The Chinese 

leader called to improve the mechanism for mutual notification of military operations, to develop standards 

of conduct in order to safely interact both on land, in the air and sea. 

 

In addition, the United States and China reaffirmed their commitment to the elimination of nuclear weapons 

on the Korean peninsula. Beijing and Washington agreed to "expand cooperation and work with the 

international community to persuade the DPRK to peacefully solve the problem and abandon illegal weapon 

programs". 

 

At the same time, Heads of the United States and China laid the foundation for conducting interstate 

negotiations in a new format. This was reported to journalists by the Head of the State Department Rex 

Tillerson. According to him, leaders of the United States and China held "productive meetings in a positive 

manner." Tillerson noted that the achieved mutual understanding laid the groundwork for holding 

subsequent meetings on a high-level. 

 

In general, the parties managed to reach the most important agreements. The United States and China agreed 

to adhere to previously signed strategic agreements. In particular, the point is that the US recognizes the 

principle of "one China" and excludes the possibility of a direct meeting with Cai Yingwei, the new president 

of Taiwan and the sale of American weapons to Taipei.  
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