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Тurkic Weekly aims to keep you regularly informed on the latest news of the 

Turkic World. Turkic Weekly provides you with reliable information and timely 

analysis on key political, socio-economic and scientific events across Turkic-speaking 

states. 

 

 

This Newsletter is diligently prepared by the International Union of Turkic 

Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VICTORY DAY CELEBRATION 
 

The 71st anniversary of the Victory in the Great Patriotic War was celebrated on May 9. On this 

occasion the President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev visited Russia, where he took part in 

a military parade on the Red Square in Moscow. 

Current issues of bilateral cooperation, as well as a number of topical issues of regional and 

international agenda were discussed on a separate meeting of Nursultan Nazarbayev and Vladimir 

Putin.  

President of Kazakhstan congratulated V. Putin with the 71st anniversary of the Victory in the 

Great Patriotic War, also with the first launch of the rocket from the cosmodrome Vostochny. In 

addition, Nursultan Nazarbayev reminded about the upcoming session of the High Eurasian 

Economic Council, the summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and the Council of CIS 

Heads of States in the current year.  

In his turn, the President of Russia thanked Nursultan Nazarbayev for his visit to Moscow to 

participate in the parade in honor of the 71st anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War. "I 

am confident that our relations will develop positively and multifaceted as it has been up to now. 

Your attitude that you have expressed today and tomorrow will certainly strengthen our trust and 

create good conditions for further development of our friendly relations", - said Vladimir Putin. 

Furthermore, in honor of the Victory Day several CIS countries held marches of "Immortal 

regiment", including Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and others. 
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THE LAUNCH OF THE CASA 1000 

A ceremony of launching a regional energy project CASA 1000 took place in the Tajik city of 
Tursunzade on May 12, which intends to transfer electricity from Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan to 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

The opening ceremony was attended by President of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon and Prime 
Minister of Pakistan Nawaz Sharif and his colleagues Abdullah Abdullah and Sooronbai 
Jeenbekov from Afghanistan and Kyrgyzstan. 

For the first time the project CASA-1000 was discussed 10 years ago. That time there was some 
excess of electricity generated by Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. Moreover, these countries have set 
out to build two large HPP - Kambarata in Kyrgyzstan and the Rogun in Tajikistan. However, 
today the situation is different. Kambarata and Rogun are not built, and it is unknown will they 
ever be built; but a previous excess of electricity due to the deterioration of the distribution 
network and poor management turned into a deficit which is strongly felt in the Kyrgyz Republic 
and Tajikistan in autumn-winter period. Since that time, the conditions of implementation of 
CASA-1000 project have changed many times. For example, for 10 years the situation has 
changed so much that the Asian Development Bank (ADB), perhaps the main lobbyist for CASA-
1000, refused to finance the project,. 

According to experts, the project has a lot of flaws. In particular, the excess power during the 
summer period does not help to cover the energy deficit in winter in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. 
But, despite this, the Tajik authorities say that by 2018 they will export about 1 thousand MW of 
electricity to Pakistan and another 300 MW will be provided by Kyrgyzstan. However that could 
lead to a deterioration of the situation with a deficit of electricity in Tajikistan in the winter period.  

Nevertheless, the project after many years of discussion moved to the practical stage. 
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As already noted, the launch of CASA-1000 was carried out by representatives of four countries. 
So, at the same time with the launch of the project the President of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan Mohammad Ashraf Ghani paid an official visit to Tajikistan. 

In addition to the CASA-1000 project, during the visit of Ashraf Ghani to Tajikistan sides also 
discussed security issues. In particular, the sides noted the need to fight terrorism, extremism and 
drug trafficking, which is one of the main sources of financing for terrorists. 

The parties stressed the need to strengthen cross-border ties and ensure their safety. Through the 
creation of favorable conditions we consistently strive to turn the border between the two 
countries into the border of stability, friendship and cooperation. The parties also spoke about the 
elimination of difficulties and struggles in the Islamic world and providing a new level of 
cooperation of Islamic countries. 

On the talks of the President of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon with Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan 
Sooronbai Jeenbekov the issues of bilateral relations in the economic and investment spheres were 
raised. E. Rakhmon assured the Kyrgyz prime minister, that Dushanbe was in favor of stable 
development of cooperation with Bishkek, which is based on good-neighborly and friendly 
relations. Head of Tajikistan stressed his country's interest in the continuation of this cooperation. 

Thus, all members of the project CASA-1000 at this stage have expressed their interest. A 
feasibility study is fully agreed. It is supported by the World Bank, Islamic Development Bank, 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the US State Department, the UK 
Department for International Cooperation (DFID), the Australian Agency for International 
Development (AusAID), and several other less well-known donors. 

According to the official sources of the project, on the first stage of the project the high-voltage 
power line of 500 kW and length of 477 km Datca (Kyrgyzstan) - Khujand (Tajikistan) will be 
built, which will connect energy systems of two countries. Then it is planned to construct 
transmission line from Tajikistan to Afghanistan and further to Pakistan's town Peshawar 
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COMMISSION ON LAND REFORM WAS ESTABLISHED IN KAZAKHSTAN 

The Commission on Land Reform was established in Kazakhstan last week. The Commission was 
established by order of the President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev with a view to discuss 
and explain the rules of the Land Code. The order on this was signed by the Prime Minister of 
Kazakhstan Karim Massimov on May 12. 

Adopted in the end of 2015, the amendments to the Land Code prolong the lease of land to 
foreigners from 10 to 25 years. These and other amendments raised fears among the population 
that the land would be sold, or used inefficiently by foreigners, as a result several rallies took place 
in the country. Later, President Nursultan Nazarbayev declared a moratorium on a number of 
provisions of the Land Code until 2017, which caused a public outcry. 

In accordance with the decree a structure of the commission was approved. It includes 
representatives of different professions, social workers, civil servants, farmers, representatives of 
opposition parties and others. 

The first meeting of the Commission was held on May 14. All concerned parties participated in 
the course of the commission. The First Deputy Prime Minister Bakhytzhan Sagintayev spoke on 
the commission: "We invited to cooperate everyone who really is concerned about the country 
and its peaceful future. For maximum coverage of the population the public councils at the 
regional akimats will be also involved. The Commission will work openly to the media, what will 
let the maximum number of our citizens receive accurate information on the progress of 
discussions. In addition, a special portal Jerturaly.kz is already launched where all the information 
about the work of the Commission will be posted. There, users can ask questions and leave their 
suggestions." 
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VISIT OF THE PRESIDENT OF TURKMENISTAN TO BELARUS 

 

A visit of the President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow to Belarus took place on 

May 12. 

During the meeting of presidents, the sides discussed prospects of cooperation between 

Turkmenistan and Belarus. Also Alexander Lukashenko and Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow took 

part in the opening ceremony of the Turkmen Embassy buildings in Minsk. 

Speaking at the meeting, the President of Belarus stressed that the building was built quickly. A 

year and a half ago, they together with the President of Turkmenistan laid the capsule in the 

foundation of the new building, and today the facility is already built, which will be worthy 

architectural decoration of the capital. 

The sides noted the presence of a number of large-scale projects which will benefit two countries. 

Alexander Lukashenko drew attention to the importance of co-creation of large projects in 

Turkmenistan. 

In his turn, Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow expressed the opinion that "the new Embassy building 

will stand on a solid foundation of bilateral friendship and mutual understanding." He said that the 

Embassy of Turkmenistan will actively work for the further development of bilateral ties. 
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EAEC-EU 
 

The President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev at the meeting with the speaker of the 

Federation Council of Russia Valentina Matvienko announced an agreement with the European 

Commission to hold a joint forum of the Eurasian Economic Union - the European Union. 

 

"Now, I agreed with the European Commission President Juncker to hold a joint forum on 

Eurasian Economic Union - the European Union, to clarify what it is", - said Nursultan 

Nazarbayev. He also noted the multifaceted nature of the cooperation between Kazakhstan and 

Russia, the fundamental document for which is the Treaty on Good-neighborliness and alliance in 

the 21st century, which contributed to the decision on the establishment of the Eurasian 

Economic Union. 

 

In turn, the Chairman of the Federation Council of the Federal Assembly of Russia thanked for 

the warm welcome and expressed readiness to make every effort for further development of 

strategic and friendly relations between two countries. 

 

The Head of the State Duma's Committee on CIS Affairs Leonid Slutsky considers that the 

Forum on EAEC-the EU will remove the destructive approach of the incompatibility of 

European and Eurasian vectors of development. According to the Russian side, the initiative lies 

entirely in line with the approach of construction of integration processes in the Great Eurasia. 
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THREAT OF TERRORISM  

In the reporting period, the authorities of Tajikistan have announced on prevention of terrorist 
attacks in the country. In particular, according to the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Tajikistan, the 
government together with the Russian police prevented the attacks of supporters of the terrorist 
organization Daesh in Dushanbe and Moscow on May 9. 

Tajik police reported on the detention of 22-years-old resident of the Navbahor village of 
Kabadiyan district Menglikulov Doston Khasanovich, who intended to commit terrorist acts on 
arrival to Dushanbe from Moscow. But, according to the press-secretary of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of Tajikistan Jaloliddin Sadriddinov, Menglikulov was detained on arrival at the 
International airport of Dushanbe on 6th of May. 

On a tip from Menglikulov three of his accomplices from Kabadiyan area were also detained and 
at 6 flash cards, 30 discs, 10 extremist books, 1 map of Tajikistan, 1 compass, as well as two 
training Guns were found and confiscated during a search of their homes in Kabadiyan area, 
reported Ministry of Internal Affairs of Tajikistan. 

According to the Press Secretary of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, detained under the leadership 
of the ideologists of the organization Daesh developed this terrorist act, codenamed "Red 
Wedding". 

Last week FSB announced that during a special operation in Moscow they arrested several people 
on suspicion of preparing terrorist attacks during the celebration of Victory Day. FSB said that 
among the detainees are citizens of Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan. Leaders of Russia's 
security services say that the detainees are members of the banned organization "Hizb-ut-Tahrir" 
and have received from their leaders in Syria instructions, money and even weapons to carry out 
terrorist acts in Moscow. 
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EUROVISION RESULTS: JAMALA IS THE WINNER 

The outcome of the main European song contest "Eurovision - 2016" became known on May 15. 
As a result of voting the winner was Ukrainian singer Jamala, who performed the song "1944", 
dedicated to the deportation of the Crimean Tatars. 

According to the results of audience voting and professional jury voting, Jamala received 534 
points. With a gap of 23 points second place went to Australian singer Demi Him with the song 
“Sound of Silence”. The Russian representative Sergei Lazarev with the song “You are the Only 
One” finished third; he got 491 points and won the audience vote. 

Jamala’s song about the deportation of Crimean Tatars called "1944" was written for the 
qualifying round of the competition, as the singer herself is the daughter of the Crimean Tatar. 
The composition was performed in English and Crimean Tatar languages.  

The maximum points (12) Ukrainian singer received from Georgia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, San 
Marino, Moldova, Denmark, Israel, Latvia, Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia and Poland. However, 
after a vote of the jury Jamal remained in second place, thanks to the audience voting she became 
the winner of the contest. 
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Founded in 2010 by the state leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey, the 

International Union of Turkic Academy conducts and coordinates profound research on the 

Turkic world, its culture and history from ancient times to the present day. Turkic Academy fosters 

mutual scientific cooperation among research and education centers of the Turkic world.  

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 

57 Tauelsizdik Street, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan   

 @intturkicacadem 

 https://www.facebook.com/International-Turkic-Academy-832484896847678/ 


