
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Тurkic Weekly 2016 21 (29) (23-29 May) 

Тurkic Weekly aims to keep you regularly informed on the latest news of the 

Turkic World. Turkic Weekly provides you with reliable information and timely 

analysis on key political, socio-economic and scientific events across Turkic-

speaking states. 

 

 

This Newsletter is diligently prepared by the International Union of Turkic 

Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TWESCO HELD 1st FORUM OF HUMAN SCIENCES 

International Turkic Academy (TWESCO) organized the Forum of Human Sciences "The Great 

Steppe" in the capital of Kazakhstan Astana on May 23.  

The first such Forum was dedicated to the 25 anniversary of independence of Turkic-speaking States 

and to the Day of Turkic writing. The event was attended by the Secretary of State of Kazakhstan 

Gulshara Abdykalikova, Director General of the Research Center for Islamic history, art and culture 

at the OIC (IRCICA) Halit Eren, Chairman of the National Commission of Turkey for UNESCO M. 

Ocal Oguz, Head of the Ataturk High Council of Culture, Language and history Derya Ors and 

presidents of National Academy of Sciences, as well as the rectors of the Higher Education 

Institutions of the brotherly countries. Heads of international organizations and diplomats, statesmen 

and public figures, deputies were also actively involved in the work of the Forum. 

At the opening ceremony of the event a congratulatory letter of President of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev was read. Secretary of State G.Abdykalikova in her welcoming 

speech noted the importance of the Forum, which rises topics and issues important for all Turkic-

speaking States. 

One of the important parts of the Forum was Awards Ceremony of outstanding scientists with a 

special gold medal, established by the TWESCO. In particular, the famous poet and public figure 

Olzhas Suleimenov and a prominent scholar and specialist in Turkic philology, Head of Turkic 

Philology department of Asian and African studies Institute in the M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State 

University Dmitry Nassilov, a prominent scientist, public figure of Kazakhstan Adil Akhmetov and 

academician of Uzbek Academy of Sciences, the historian scientist Akhmadali Askarov were awarded 

special gold medals for work and contribution to Turkology, strengthening cooperation between 

people, and deepening of cultural relations. 
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More than 200 scientists and researchers from Turkic-speaking countries, also the United States, 

Germany, Japan, China, South Korea, Russia, the United Kingdom and other countries of the world 

shared their reasonable views on 4 panel sessions of the meeting. 

The 1st Panel on “Scientific Cooperation and Integration in the Eurasian. Space: Search for Modern 

Approaches” was moderated by the Deputy General Secretary of the Cooperation Council of Turkic-

Speaking States Omer Kocaman. Director of the Research Center for Europe, Russia and Eurasia at 

the Michigan State University Norman Graham,   

General Director of the Research Centre for History, Art and Culture of Islam at the OIC (IRCICA) 

Halit Eren, Rector of the University of Ardakhan and Head of the Caucasus Universities Union 

Ramazan Korkmaz, Chairman of the Union of Economists of the Turkic world, Rector of 

Azerbaijan State Economic University Adalyat Muradov, the First President of the Economic 

Cooperation Organization Science  Foundation (ECO Science Foundation)  Soomro Manzoor 

Hussain, MP of the National Assembly of Azerbaijan Javanshir Feyziyev reported on the panel 

dedicated to the 25th anniversary of Independence of Turkic-speaking States. The next panel was 

dedicated to the 1000th anniversary of Yusuf Balasaguni and named “The Great Steppe Civilization: 

Generalities and Particulars” was moderated by the Professor at Wisconsin University in Madison Uli 

Schamiloglu. On this session such scientists as Professor at the Kyrgyz-Turkish “Manas” University 

Kadyrali Konkobayev, Academician at the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan Bulat Kumekov, President of the Turkish Historical Society Refik Turan, Professor, 

Director of the Institute of History and Archaeology at the Mongolian Academy of Sciences 

Chuluun Sampildondov, Director of the A. Khalikov Institute of Archeology at the Academy of 

Sciences of Tatarstan Airat Sitdikov, and Professor of Tokyo University Toshio Hayashi made 

reports and exchanged their views.   

The 3rd Panel on “Turkic Studies in a New Phase: Methodological Approaches and Interdisciplinary 

Aspects” dedicated to the 90th anniversary of the Baku Turkological Congress was moderated by the 

Vice-President of the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences Isa Habibbeyli. On the session 

Professor of Seoul University Yong Song Li, Senior Research Fellow of the Department of Phonetics 

of the A.Baitursynov Institute of Linguistics Alimkhan Zhunisbek, President of the Turkish 

Language Society Mustafa Kacalin, Professor of Michigan State University Timur Kocaoglu, 

Professor of Istanbul University Osman Fikri Sertkaya, and Professor at Institute of Philology of the 

SB RAS Natalya Shirobokova made speeches.   

As well as on the last panel session named “Turkic Heritage in the Context of Modern Ethnocultural 

Integration” such scientists as Vice-President of the National Academy of Sciences of Kyrgyz 

Republic Abdyldazhan Akmataliyev, Academician of the Russian Academy of Social Sciences Viktor 

Butanayev, Professor of the University of Amsterdam Laszlo Maracz, Director of the Nizami 

Institute of Linguistics ANAS Mohsun Nagisoylu, Professor of J. Goethe University of Frankfurt 

Irina Nevskaya, Director of the Institute of Art and Architecture AS of Azerbaijan Ertegin 

Salamzade and Professor of Hacettepe University Osman Horata made reports and exchanged their 

views. The session dedicated to the 850th year past from the death of Khoja Akhmed Yassawi was 

moderated by the Head of the Department of History of the East, Institute of Oriental Studies of 

RAS Dmitry Vasilyev.  

In addition, there was held the meeting of the Union of Academies of the Turkic world, TWESCO 

signed memorandums of cooperation with a number of international scientific organizations. At the 

same time, the Academy organized an exhibition of books published in recent years. 
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9TH ASTANA ECONOMIC FORUM WAS 

HELD IN KAZAKHSTAN 

On 25-26 of May in Astana 9th Astana Economic Forum also took part, which this year was held 
under the auspices of the 25th anniversary of Independence of Kazakhstan. The main theme of the 
Forum was the "New economic reality: the diversification, innovation and the knowledge economy." 

As it was before the Forum participants were recognized representatives of the expert community, 
politicians, businessmen, heads of major financial institutions. Among them were the general director 
of the World Trade Organization R.Azevedo, president of the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development S.Chakrabarti, founder of the Chinese company in the field of e-commerce 
AliBaba Group D.Ma, director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University and one of the three 
most influential economists of the world by British magazine The Economist D.Saks, professor of 
economics at the Massachusetts Institute of technology, winner of the John Bates Clark medal in 
2005 D.Acemoglu. Also a special video of the Director of the International Monetary Fund 
C.Lagarde was shown at the meeting. 

In his speech, the President of Kazakhstan drew attention to the need to choose the path of 
"inclusive globalization", where economic growth will be effectively transformed into the 
development of each country and improving the people's welfare. 

As part of the AEF-2016 not only discussions and exchanges were organized, countries and 
international organizations and institutions were able to establish mutually beneficial cooperation, 
memorandums and guidance documents in various fields were signed.  

A traditional meeting of the Foreign Investors' Council with the participation of President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev was held at the end of the event in the capital of Kazakhstan. 
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В THE WORLD HUMANITARIAN SUMMIT WAS HELD IN TURKEY 
On May 23-25  Turkey hosted the World Humanitarian Summit, which brought together politicians, 

public figures and diplomats from around the world. 

According to the organizers, the Turkish side and the UN, the main objective of this first summit of 
Humanitarian Affairs is to find solutions that can satisfy the basic needs of millions of refugees. But 
also ways of providing accessible education to millions of children, as well as sustainable 
development were discussed.  

At the opening ceremony, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said: "I urge the parties to halve the 
number of internally displaced persons and to develop long-term solutions for refugees and internally 
displaced persons by 2030." Ban Ki-moon noted that these decisions should be based on "a more 
equal sharing of responsibilities." 

The UN report it is said that "the world has reached a critical point", and mankind was not aware of 
such a scale disaster since the Second World War. More than 60 million people have become 
refugees because of various conflicts: "The scale of disasters push us to see all the changes that are 
required for the adoption of innovative and successful solutions, which will put an end to this 
situation. If we will not do this, then there will be no choice to whole generations of people except a 
life full of suffering." 

More than 125 Heads of States and Governments and representatives of the United Nations 
gathered on a Summit in Turkey, which is particularly strongly affected by the ongoing migration 
crisis in Europe. According to the Turkish media, Turkey currently provides shelter for 2.7 million 
people who have fled from Syria. On this occasion, the President of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said: "Turkey has sheltered nearly three million refugees, spent on the care of them $ 10 billion, but 
the volume of global aid received was at $ 450 million. I think we must all recognize how important 
humanitarian assistance is." 
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A NEW GOVERNMENT FORMED IN TURKEY 

 

During the reporting period, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has approved the government 

proposed by a new Prime Minister Binali Yildirim, who was elected the leader of the ruling party on 

22nd of May and was appointed Head of the government. His predecessor, Ahmet Davutoglu 

announced his intention to resign on May 5. 

 

As reported by the leading Turkish media, cabinet was partly renovated, but the key figures of the 

economic team kept their positions whose responsibilities have not yet been determined. 

 

Mehmet Şimşek appointed one of the five deputy prime ministers, who was in charge in the previous 

government for the economy. Minister of Finance Naci Agbal also retained its position. Nihat 

Zeybekci returned for the post of Minister of Economy.  

 

Energy ministers remained Berat Albayrak, Mevlut Cavusoglu will continue to head the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. EU Affairs Minister appointed the former press secretary of the ruling Justice Party 

Omer Celik. 

 

After announcing about the new government, financial market responded by showing the growth of 

the Turkish lira by 0.4% to 2.9837 lira to the dollar in trading in Istanbul. With the appointment of 

Deputy Prime Minister Simsek, the Turkish lira has fallen by 0.6%, which some experts call the 

author of the program of Turkish economic growth and a supporter of market-based policies. 
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TURKIC COUNCIL HELD A SERIES OF IMPORTANT EVENTS 

In the reporting period, the Turkic Council held a number of significant events. In particular, on 
23rd of May the Turkic Council held the third training program for young diplomats, which includes 
disciplines such as international relations, diplomacy, politics, society, economics, history and 
literature. The lecturers were respected professors from leading universities and experts from the 
NGO sector and civil servants. 

On 24th of May a Memorandum of Understanding with the International Organization UNDP (UN 
Development Program) was signed. So Signatories Assistant of the Director of Regional Bureau for 
Europe and CIS Cihan Sultanoglu and Secretary General of the Turkic Council Ramil Hasanov 
expressed their willingness to strengthen cooperation between the structures, as well as to agree on a 
road map of future work. 

On 25th of May a meeting of Directors of the Center for Strategic Studies of the Member States of 
the Turkic Council was held. In particular, the meeting was attended by Director of the Institute for 
Strategic Studies under the President of Kazakhstan Yerlan Karin, director of the Center for Strategic 
Studies under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkey Ali Resul Usul, director of the Center for 
Strategic Studies under the President of Azerbaijan Farhad Mammadov, director of the National 
Institute for Strategic Studies of Kyrgyzstan Azamat Dikambayev, representatives of public 
organizations and experts. 

The issues of joint transport projects and the development of the transport capacity of Member 
States of the Turkic Council were discussed on meeting. 
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TASHKENT HOSTED THE SCO COUNCIL OF 

MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Exactly one month before the Summit of Heads of State of the SCO member-states,  the capital of 
Uzbekistan Tashkent hosted a meeting of Foreign Affairs Ministers of the SCO, where the agenda of 
the upcoming June summit of the organization was discussed, more than a dozen of documents were 
prepared for signing by the heads of States. 

"The main political document of the meeting, according to the officials, will be anniversary Tashkent 
Declaration, dedicated to the 15th anniversary of the SCO. Its project is coordinated and covers all 
the key areas of cooperation within the SCO, including the fields of politics, security, economy and 
humanitarian relations. 

According to the Uzbek media, the ministers paid special attention to the draft action plan of the 
SCO strategy until 2025. SCO Secretary General Rashid Alimov said that the document is a kind of 
"road map" towards the common goal of ensuring the effective functioning of the SCO, the fight 
against the three evils and combating drug trafficking. 

In the field of security ministers agreed to continue work on preparation of the Convention on the 
fight against extremism. In addition, the participants agreed to discuss on the summit the issue of 
signing a memorandum on the obligations of India and Pakistan in order to obtain the SCO member 
state status. 

Recall that at last year's summit of the organization in Ufa admission program of India and Pakistan 
to the SCO was launched. Now the two countries remain in the status of observers along with 
Belarus, Mongolia, Iran and Afghanistan. 
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RESULTS OF G7 SUMMIT IN JAPAN 

The regular summit of the "Great Seven" was held in the Japanese National Park Ise-Sima, where 
Russia has not participated for three years. 

Following the meeting, separate documents on combating terrorism and corruption, ensuring cyber-
security and the promotion of health and the development of infrastructure and promotion of the 
role of women in society were also approved. The US President Barack Obama was the first who left 
meeting, he went to visit Hiroshima, which was subjected to the US atomic bombing in August 1945. 

Experts say that Japan's position in relation to Russia in recent years has softened due to the recent 
visit of Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to Russia, where the parties have come to certain 
agreements. In particular, in his speech, Japanese Prime Minister noted that Russia should play a 
constructive role in solving world conflicts, including the settlement of the Syrian crisis. 

One of the important themes in the framework of the summit was the situation in the south-east of 
Ukraine. As participants noted, the adoption of the law on elections process in the south-east of 
Ukraine, and its implementation are very important steps for the normalization of the situation in the 
region. 

In addition, the G7 leaders condemned the nuclear and missile tests in North Korea, and noted that 
such actions violate the UN Security Council resolution. In the document the parties expressed 
concern over Iran's decision to continue testing of ballistic missiles. Syrian crisis was also discussed 
on the summit. They called on all parties and those who support them to fully implement the 
agreement on cessation of hostilities, reached through the efforts of the International Group of 
Syria's support. 

Also such topics as strengthening the position of China in the South China Sea, the world economic 
situation and other topics were actual. 

Following the summit, it was decided that the chairmanship of the G7 in 2017 will go to Italy. 
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Founded in 2010 by the state leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey, the 

International Union of Turkic Academy conducts and coordinates profound research on the 

Turkic world, its culture and history from ancient times to the present day. Turkic Academy 

fosters mutual scientific cooperation among research and education centers of the Turkic world.  

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 

57 Tauelsizdik Street, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan   

 @intturkicacadem 

 https://www.facebook.com/International-Turkic-Academy-832484896847678/ 


