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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of  the most signifi cant 
developments  in the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely 
information and an objective assessment on  relevant issues in the 
agenda of  Turkic countries.  

Тurkic Weekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, 
published by the International Turkic Academy.
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RUSSIAN-TURKISH RELATIONS ARE STRENGTHENED 
Turkish-Russian relations continue to strengthen gradually. The parties continue to implement previous 

agreements. Contrary to predictions of  some experts, and to the number of  cases of  provocation, the 
government of  Turkey and Russia continue to engage in dialogue in a constructive way. So, in the reporting 
period, the highest leadership of  Ankara and Moscow held talks on strategic issues.

Last week, R.T. Erdogan had a telephone conversation with Vladimir Putin, during which the sides 
discussed holding a meeting of  High Level Cooperation Council between Russian Federation and Turkey 
in the near future.

According to the Russian Foreign Ministry: «Bilateral issues were also discussed, including issues 
of  further recovery of  full-scale economic and trade relations and holding a meeting of  High Level 
Cooperation Council between Russia and Turkey chaired by Heads of  State in the near future». 

Moreover, as reported by Russian media, on January 12th of  this year the General Staff  of  the Turkish 
Armed Forces and the Ministry of  Defense of  Russia signed a memorandum on the prevention of  
incidents and ensuring aviation safety during operations in Syria.

Experts note that the signed document defines mechanisms for coordination and interaction of  aviation 
Russian and Turkish Air Forces during attacks on terrorists, as well as the course of  action of  parties to 
prevent incidents during finding the aircraft and unmanned aircrafts in the airspace of  Syria.                                     

In addition to all above, it is known that Turkey and Russian diplomats take a lot of  effort to organize 
Syrian talks in the capital of  Kazakhstan of  Astana.
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SYRIAN TALKS WILL BE HELD IN ASTANA   
In the reporting period, interested parties have agreed to hold a meeting to discuss the Syrian problem in 

Astana on January 23, this year. Details of  the meeting on the Syrian issue at the new site were discussed 
during several weeks. As noted by experts, with the nomination of  Astana as a new site, there was a long-
awaited breakthrough in the Syrian conflict. The readiness to take part in the negotiations was already 
stated by representatives of  the official authorities and the moderate opposition of  Syria, delegates from 
Russia, Turkey, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Qatar. The United States, China and the United Nations support 
the meeting which will be held at the Astana site.

It should be emphasized that presidents of  Russia and Turkey in a telephone conversation with Nursultan 
Nazarbayev expressed the interest in holding peace talks on Kazakhstan’s territory. The Kazakh leader 
stated in response the readiness to provide a platform and provide all the necessary conditions for such 
negotiations. Russian media reported that on 13th of  January the president of  Russia Vladimir Putin held a 
meeting with the permanent members of  the Security Council, where participants discussed preparations 
for Syrian talks in Astana.

As the director of  the Middle East and North Africa Department at the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs of  
Russian Federation Sergei Vershinin notes, Moscow expects from this meeting very important decisions 
that will primarily strengthen the ceasefire and improve the humanitarian situation for all Syrians. American 
expert on Middle East Theodore Karasik believes that Astana supports strategic ties with other key 
members of  the «Syrian process» - Russia, China and Iran, as well as excellent connections with the West 
and Turkey. Therefore, Astana is the perfect venue for major international debate on the future of  Syria.

Recall that the negotiations on the settlement of  the Syrian conflict has already lasted more than three 
years. During this time, the format and the site discussions have changed, as well as the list of  participants. 
These are the Meeting in Lausanne, Vienna round and Geneva format.
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UZBEKISTAN HAS CREATED FOUR NEW FEZ
For ten years Republic of  Uzbekistan has developing free economic zones (FEZ), which help to realize 

the economic potential of  the country. Late last year, the Uzbek leadership decided to create new FEZ. 
In particular, the president of  Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev signed a decree on the establishment of  
four new FEZ - Urgut, Gizhduvan, Kokand and Khazarasp.

According to the Uzbek media, Urgut Free Economic Zone will be established in Urgut district of  
Samarkand region, Gizhduvan - in Gizhduvan district of  Bukhara region, Kokand - in the city of  Kokand 
in Fergana region, as well as Khazarasp - in Khazarasp district of  Khorezm region.

“UZreport” notes that the management of  these regions, as well as a number of  specialized agencies 
should allocate plots to determine the exact area of   zones until mid-February of  this year. Their term 
of  operation is 30 years with the possibility of  extension. During all this time on the territory of  FEZ 
special customs, tax and foreign exchange regimes will operate. In particular, investors, who work in the 
zone, will be exempt from paying a number of  taxes, mandatory contributions and customs payments to 
the state funds. For example, in the case of  investment of  $300 thousand to $3 million privileges will be 
granted for three years. If  you will invest 3 to 5 million dollars, the term will be extended to fi ve years, as 
well as the investment of  5 million to 10 million dollars - up to seven years.

As reported by the authorities, participants of  FEZ will be exempt from customs duties for imported 
raw materials and components for the whole period of  FEZ activity.

Recall that today in Uzbekistan there are three free economic zones: Navoi, founded in December 
2008, Angren in Tashkent region, established in April 2012, and the special industrial zone Zhizzak in the 
central part of  the country, acting from March 2013. 
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KAZAKHSTAN REDISTRIBUTES POWERS  
Last week, the Working Group on the redistribution of  powers between branches of  government was 

established by the order of  the President of  Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev. According to the press 
service of  Akorda, the Working Group will be led by the head of  the Presidential Administration. It is 
composed of  representatives of  the Parliament, the Government, the Supreme Court of  the Republic 
of  Kazakhstan and other state bodies as well as representatives of  the legal community and the scientific 
and expert community.

Note that Nursultan Nazarbayev proposed to consider the redistribution of  power speaking at the 
ceremonial meeting dedicated to the 25th anniversary of  Independence of  Kazakhstan in December 
2016.

The first meeting of  the working group on the redistribution of  powers between branches of  government 
was already held. Members of  the group discussed organizational issues. During the development of  
proposals on the redistribution of  powers the accumulated national and international experience and the 
practice of  application of  the current legislation and the Constitution of  Kazakhstan will be examined 
and analyzed. The legal, scientific and expert community and the general public will be involved in the 
activities of  the group.

Furthermore, at the end of  last week in Kazakhstan a number of  appointments took place. By the decree 
of  the Head of  State, Marat Tazhin was appointed the First Deputy Head of  Presidential Administration, 
who previously headed the diplomatic mission of  Kazakhstan in Russia. Baghlan Mailybayev dismissed 
as deputy head of  the Presidential Administration.
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CHINA BECAME THE LARGEST 
IMPORTER OF TURKMEN GAS

On results of  2016, China became the largest importer of  Turkmen gas. Last week Ambassador of  
China in Turkmenistan Sun Weidong in his speech reported on the data on gas imports by China. As it 
became known, in the past seven years, China has bought 160 billion cubic meters of  Turkmen gas; hence 
the country can be called one of  the largest importers.

As you know, in the middle of  2016, the implementation of  the project construction of  a fourth gas 
pipeline Turkmenistan-China has started. This branch D is different from previous lines of  another route. 
If  the first three branch lines were built through the territory of  Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, the new 
route will run through Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. In view of  the already constructed three 
lines China is the largest importer of  Turkmen natural gas.

It is well known that the Chinese side attaches great importance to the further increase in the volumes 
of  natural gas from abroad. According to the Chinese diplomat, Chinese-Turkmen gas cooperation can 
be described as a strategic, long-term, complementary and mutually beneficial, which meets not only the 
interests of  two countries, but also plays an important role in ensuring the stability of  countries through 
which the Turkmenistan-China pipeline is laid.

In the process of  cooperation in the energy sector, ties of  Turkmenistan and China in other areas are 
also strengthened. According to Turkmen media, today about two thousand employees of  30 Chinese 
enterprises are engaged in economic activity in Turkmenistan. For 25 years of  diplomatic relations total 
turnover has increased significantly. If  in 1992 it was $ 4.5 million, in 2013 it exceeded $ 10 billion. Over 
the past five years, China is the largest trading partner of  Turkmenistan.
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