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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of  the most signifi cant 
developments  in the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely 
information and an objective assessment on  relevant issues in the 
agenda of  Turkic countries.  

Тurkic Weekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, 
published by the International Turkic Academy.
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DAVOS 2017: KEY ISSUES AND RESULTS
On 17-20th of  January, the 47th annual meeting was held in Davos, Switzerland. This year organizers 

expected heads of  all major states to discuss pressing issues of  the world economy and politics. However, 
heads of  the US, Russia, Germany, France, Italy, Spain and a number of  other key players did not arrive to 
the meeting. According to organizers, total number of  participants was more than three thousand people 
from more than 70 countries. Among them were 30 Heads of  State and heads of  more than a thousand 
large corporations and banks.

The theme of  this meeting was «Responsible Leadership». The main topics of  discussion were published 
in the “Global Risks Report” of  the World Economic Forum on the eve of  the Davos meeting. In 
particular, the most relevant were issues of  environment and climate change on the planet. On the second 
place were social and property polarization of  the world and risks of  social conflicts aggravation. On the 
third place were the risks associated with development of  technology.   

Despite the fact that in Davos economic problems are mainly discussed, participants have paid attention 
on security issues. Among them, delegates highlighted the complexity of  the situation in the Middle 
East (especially the war in Syria); the expected course of  the new US president Donald Trump and its 
implications for the world; Brexit and its consequences; the fight against terrorism; present and future of  
Russia. It is already the second meeting in Davos, when the theme of  the Ukrainian crisis is becoming less 
relevant, although the Ukrainian side is trying to bring it to the agenda.   

With regard to economic issues, the director of  the International Monetary Fund (IMF) Christine 
Lagarde said that the changes in the Chinese economy, low commodity prices and monetary policy of  
central banks around the world pose a threat to global economic growth in 2016.

In the framework of  the meeting, Chinese Chairman Xi Jinping held several meetings, who arrived in 
Davos with delegates from other countries, including P. Poroshenko. 
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TURKEY IS COMING TO CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM   
Last week, the possibility of  adopting the bill on constitutional reform was again discussed in the Turkish 

Parliament. According to the Anadolu Agency, in the first reading Turkey’s Parliament has adopted a law 
on transition to a presidential form of  government.

It should be noted that the Turkish government headed by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan was lobbying 
for the adoption of  a constitutional reform for several years. As you know, Turkey is planning to make 
the transition from a parliamentary republic into a presidential, existing since the formation of  Turkey in 
1923. Draft amendments to the Basic Law were made by the ruling Justice and Development Party (JDP). 
The amendments extend powers of  the president. In particular, he is entitled to issue decrees, appoint 
ministers, submit question on the constitutional changes to a referendum. Also the president may not 
terminate membership in the party, as it is provided by a valid norm. 

At the last meeting 481 deputies of  550 voted for changes. Discussion of  18 articles of  the bill lasted 
from January 9 and caused heated debates among deputies, even reaching up to fights.

According to experts, after the final adoption of  amendments, if  more than 330 MPs vote for, the 
Turkish parliament will submit them to a referendum. On the second reading the Turkish Parliament 
adopted a text of  the draft 1of  the new Constitution.

Main changes in the new version are the number of  deputies in the parliament will be increased from 
550 to 600 people. It is also proposed to allow Turkish citizens of  18 years stand as a candidate for the 
post of  deputy. Currently, the age limit is 25 years. The timing of  parliamentary elections is proposed to 
increase from current four years to five. Also, according to the new version, elected president will not be 
obliged to be non-partisan. Until recently, after his election as president, the head of  the Turkish state 
could not remain in the party. 
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PRESIDENT OF KAZAKHSTAN VISITS THE UAE
Early last week, the President of  Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev paid a visit to the United Arab 

Emirates, where he held meetings with the leadership of  the country and participated in the World 
Summit on «Energy of  the Future».

During the meeting with the Crown Prince of  Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of  the Armed 
Forces of  the United Arab Emirates, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the sides discussed 
bilateral cooperation in trade, economic, investment, energy, cultural and humanitarian spheres. Also, 
topical issues of  the international agenda were discussed. Following the talks a package of  documents 
was signed.

During the summit on «Energy of  the Future» N. Nazarbayev noted that the summit became an important 
part of  the global dialogue of  politicians, scientists and experts in the fi eld of  promotion of  clean energy 
technologies and energy effi ciency. The President of  Kazakhstan noted that in the present conditions, no 
country can live according to the «develop now, and ecology will wait» formula, emphasizing the need to 
ensure safe- energy state of  the planet.

In the framework of  the anniversary Summit President of  Kazakhstan took part in the ceremony 
of  International Award in the fi eld of  energy of  the future Zyed Future Energy Prize. The award 
was established in 2008 and is presented annually at the World Summit «Energy of  the Future» in the 
framework of  the Week of  sustainable development of  Abu Dhabi on behalf  of  the Crown Prince of  
the Emirate Sheikh Mohammed Al Nahyan. The award, which is awarded in 5 nominations, is presented 
by one of  the heads of  foreign states in the presence of  the UAE leadership. This year, such honor was 
given to Nursultan Nazarbayev.
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KYRGYZSTAN AND UZBEKISTAN 
DISCUSSED BORDER ISSUES  

On January 18, Bishkek hosted a meeting of  the President of  the Kyrgyz Republic Almazbek Atambayev 
with the Deputy Prime Minister of  the Republic of  Uzbekistan, the head of  the complex on culture, 
education, health and social protection Adham Ikramov.

The main theme of  negotiations was border issue. As is known, authorities of  Uzbekistan and 
Kyrgyzstan began to intensively discuss the issues of  borders and disputed areas since the a new leader 
of  the Republic of  Uzbekistan came to power. The first agreement on the intensification of  this work 
was reached after talks between President Almazbek Atambayev and President of  Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev.

In addition, issues of  Kyrgyz-Uzbek cooperation in high-priority areas of  bilateral cooperation were 
also discussed during the meeting.

Recall that the government delegations of  two countries held several meetings at the end of  last year. 
For the first time in 25 years, the parties managed to start a constructive dialogue on demarcation. It is 
known that more than 50 parts of  the boundary line within Namangan, Andijan and Ferghana regions 
of  Uzbekistan with Jalal-Abad, Osh and Batken regions of  the Kyrgyz Republic were controversial for 
many years.

Experts note a positive trend in dealing with complex issues. As noted, meetings take place in a friendly 
atmosphere and sides are set to the final solution of  problems. 
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UZBEKISTAN CORRECTS ITS STRATEGY
After the election of  a new President, the leadership of  Uzbekistan continues to make some changes in 

the further strategy of  national development. In this context, it is worth noting the desire of  Sh.Mirziyoyev 
to accept some reforms in domestic policy.

Last week, the Uzbek authorities published a draft Presidential Decree «On the Action Strategy for the 
Further Development of  the Republic of  Uzbekistan» (in Uzbek and Russian languages).

According to the Uzbek media, the aim of  this strategy, designed for 2017-2021 years, is to increase the 
effectiveness of  reforms, the creation of  conditions to ensure full and accelerated development of  the 
state and society, the implementation of  the priority areas for country’s modernization and liberalization 
of  all spheres of  life.

The strategy includes five priority areas: improving the state and public construction; the rule of  
law and reform of  the judicial system; development and economic liberalization aimed at increasing 
competitiveness and openness; social development; security, inter-ethnic harmony and religious tolerance, 
the implementation of  balanced, mutually beneficial and constructive foreign policy.

The project proposes to form a National Commission for the implementation of  the Action Strategy 
for the five priority areas of  the Republic of  Uzbekistan in 2017-2021, as well as the Commission on the 
implementation of  the selected priority areas. It is noted that the Action Strategy will be implemented 
in five phases, each of  which should approve a separate annual State program for its implementation in 
accordance with the declared name of  the year.



8

INAUGURATION OF DONALD TRUMP  
On January 20, the inauguration of  newly elected President of  the USA Donald Trump was held. After 

speaking to the people, Donald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence took the oath and assumed the 
office.

According to the US media, the inauguration ceremony was opened by the Senator from Missouri, 
Republican Roy Blunt, the Missouri University Choir followed him. After the speech of  the senator from 
New York, Democrat Chuck Schumer, the head of  the US Supreme Court Clarence Tomans appeared on 
the scene. He swore in elected Vice President Mike Pence. After the inauguration Trump delivered his first 
speech as US president. He thanked his predecessor Barack Obama and his wife Michelle for provided 
peaceful transfer of  power. «Today we are not merely transferring power from one Administration to 
another, or from one party to another – but we are transferring power from Washington, D.C. and giving 
it back to you, the American People», - said Trump. 

Note that on the eve of  the inauguration of  Trump mass unrest began in Washington. Some protesters 
began to beat the windows of  shops and cafes, overturn boxes and vending machines. The police used 
tear gas to disperse activists. Demonstrations were held in several cities. In Washington protesters against 
the inauguration of  the US President Donald Trump even smashed cars. In New York, according to 
media reports, famous Hollywood actors took part in the protest. Several thousand of  people participated 
in a demonstration, among them Mayor Bill de Blasio, actors Robert De Niro, Alec Baldwin and Mark 
Ruffalo, actress Julianne Moore, Marisa Tomei and Shailene Woodley and director Michael Moore. De 
Niro, who spoke first, called Trump «a bad example for the whole country and this city».

Experts note that US society was divided into two parts. Part which supported Trump celebrated the 
victory, while others went to the streets of  major cities with protest. The most popular slogan among 
protesters was «Not my president».

Meanwhile, US President D. Trump has already signed the first decrees as President. It should be noted 
that Trump sticks to his campaign slogans. After the inauguration in Washington, Trump said that the 
most important priority for him is America. In this way he will be guided in all decisions, including foreign 
policy decisions. Turning to international issues, Trump promised to unite the whole world in the fight 
against «Islamic terrorism», noted the need to reform old alliances and build new ones.
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