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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of  the most signifi cant 
developments  in the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely 
information and an objective assessment on  relevant issues in the 
agenda of  Turkic countries.  

Тurkic Weekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, 
published by the International Turkic Academy.
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ASTANA PROCESS LAID THE 
FOUNDATION FOR DIALOGUE

On January 23-24, meeting on the Syrian issue was held in the capital of  Kazakhstan Astana. The 
Astana Process gathered at negotiating table representatives of  Syrian opposing forces, as well as the 
countries - participants of  the process: Turkey, Russia and Iran. Also delegates from the United States, the 
US special envoy to the UN on Syria, Staffan de Mistura actively participated in the meeting.

Concerning the immediate parties, Syrian government is headed by Permanent Representative to the 
UN Bashar Al-Jaafari. Also the official Syrian authorities were represented by Ahmed Arnous - Advisor 
to the Minister of  Foreign Affairs, Riad Haddad - Ambassador to Russia, Ahmed al-Kuzbari – Member 
of  Parliament and lawyer, and representatives of  diplomatic corps, Haidar Ali Ahmed, Osama Ali, Amjad 
Eissa. The armed opposition involved: the group of  «Army of  Islam» - head of  the delegation, Mohammed 
Alloush; group of  Failak al-Sham (Fateh Halab) - Yasser Abderrahim; group of  “Brigade of  Martyrs of  
Islam / Darayya» - Said Nekrash; group of  «Front Levant» – Hossam Yassin; the group of  Fastakim - 
Mustafa Biro; the group of  «Army of  Islam» – Yamen Toldju; group of  Failak al-Sham - Monder Seyras; 
«Troop of  Sultan Murad» - Ahmed Sultan; group of  Sukor al-Sham - Mamoun Haj Mustafa. In addition, 
representatives of  the Syrian political opposition: Abdelhakim Bashar, Nadir al-Hakim, Nasser al-Hariri, 
Osama Abu Zeid, Yahya al-Aridi, Hisham Marwa, Khaled Shehabeddin, Ammar Tebab took part in the 
meeting in Astana.

As diplomats noted, the process of  negotiations in Astana was difficult, but productive. This assessment 
is given by all parties involved in negotiations. In particular, the head of  Russian delegation A.Lavrentiev 
said that “all efforts we have made to the successful conclusion of  the event fell on fertile ground. 
He believes that the direct contact of  Syrian government delegation and the delegation of  the armed 
opposition is a difficult step for both sides, which will serve as further confidence-building measures 
between the conflicting sides. 

In addition, on the basis of  negotiations, the parties agreed that Russia, Turkey and Iran will establish 
a joint task force for monitoring the cease-fire in Syria.

On the results of  the Astana Process intentions of  Russia, Iran and Turkey to jointly fight against 
the terrorists were recorded in the project of  communiqué. The draft document also states that three 
guarantor states welcome the disengagement of  terrorists and armed opposition groups. As well as 
their intention to create a tripartite mechanism for monitoring the observance of  the cease-fire in Syria. 
Moscow, Ankara and Tehran insist on a resumption of  talks on Syria in accordance with resolution 2254 
of  the UN Security Council.

Recall that the Kazakh authorities accepted the offer of  Turkey and Russia in hosting the talks on Syria. 
As observers note, the Kazakh diplomats managed to take an important step, a step towards the solution 
of  complex puzzle of  many years. Now, after the first meeting, the Astana Process was launched and gave 
the opportunity to opposing parties for dialogue in a peaceful manner.
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PREPARATIONS FOR CASPIAN SUMMIT   
According to the established tradition, the summit of  heads of  Caspian states is often postponed and is 

not carried out in due time. This is what happened last year. Summit scheduled for the end of  2016 was 
moved to the current year. In this regard, in the reporting period preparatory work began.

On January 25-26, the 48th session of  the Special Working Group on the development of  Convention 
on the legal status of  the Caspian Sea at the level of  Deputy Ministers of  Foreign Affairs of  Caspian 
states was held in the capital of  Azerbaijan. According to the press-service of  the Azerbaijani Foreign 
Ministry, delegation from Azerbaijan led by Deputy Foreign Minister Khalaf  Khalafov, Iran (head - I. 
Rakhimpur), Kazakhstan (head - Z. Amanzholova), Russia (head - I. Bratchikov) and Turkmenistan (head 
- M. Atadzhanov) attended the meeting.

In his speech, Deputy Foreign Minister of  Azerbaijan Khalaf  Khalafov said that agreements in 
principle on the level of  Heads of  State and Foreign Ministers of  the Caspian countries created necessary 
conditions for a significant convergence of  positions and achievement of  significant results. Khalafov 
noted that after coordination of  all fundamental provisions of  the Convention project, holding of  the 
Summit should be aimed at creation of  a comprehensive legal framework for further cooperation and 
collaboration of  Caspian states.

In general, in the course of  the event parties discussed and agreed on the provisions of  the Convention 
project relating to the sovereignty, jurisdiction, security, the establishment of   territorial waters and fishing 
zone, the methodology for determining baselines, the delimitation of  the seabed and subsoil, the passage 
of  warships through the territorial sea, as well as laying cables and pipes.

As the Azerbaijani media noted, the delegation appreciated an outcome of  the talks and expressed 
gratitude to Azerbaijan for the high level organization of  the meeting. The next meeting of  the Special 
Working Group will be held in Turkmenistan. Dates of  the meeting will be agreed through diplomatic 
channels.

However, the date of  the Caspian summit is not yet reported, what means that major issues of  the 
agenda of  the summit are still unresolved. 
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REAUTHORIZATION PROCESS IN KAZAKHSTAN
Since late last year a process of  gradual redistribution of  powers of  the president and government 

leaders, the country’s parliament began in Kazakhstan. On 25th of  January, President of  Kazakhstan 
Nursultan Nazarbayev made a special appeal to the people. In his speech, Nursultan Nazarbayev shared 
his vision of  public administration reform.

As it is known, the working group on the redistribution of  powers between branches of  government is 
working on the reform; group is headed by Adilbek Dzhaksybekov, who is the head of  the presidential 
administration. On the eve members of  the working group presented to the president their proposals for 
changes.

Nursultan Nazarbayev said that the part of  presidential powers will go to parliament and the government. 
«New time dictates new challenges, and strong presidential vertical in the country was necessary in the 
early days of  its formation. The essence of  the proposed reform is a serious redistribution of  power, 
democratization of  the political system as a whole»- said President of  Kazakhstan.

As it turned out, most of  the authority for regulation of  social and economic processes will go to 
the government. Cabinet ministers and governorates will be responsible for this area. In addition, the 
government will approve the state programs, for which it will bear full responsibility. The government will 
also be able to form itself  and abolish the central executive bodies, which are not included in it.

Speaking about the role of  Parliament, the President of  Kazakhstan emphasized the importance of  
strengthening the role of  parliament in the government formation; increase the responsibility of  the 
Cabinet before deputies. The winning party in the parliamentary elections will basically influence on the 
formation of  the government. On this basis, it will be logical, if  the government will abdicate authority 
to the newly elected Majilis, not the President, as it was before. It is necessary to simplify the procedure 
for expression of  distrust to members of  the Government from the Houses of  Parliament. This will 
strengthen the control of  the legislative branch over the executive.

At the end of  his speech Nursultan Nazarbayev noted that the draft constitutional reforms will be put to 
a referendum. «Our proposed reform is based primarily on our own experience and needs of  Kazakhstan. 
The reform program is our answer to the question in what direction Kazakhstan will go. The answer is 
clear and consistent - in the direction of  democratic development», - said the leader of  Kazakhstan.
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UZBEKISTAN ACTIVATES FOREIGN POLICY
During the reporting period there was a notable increase in foreign affairs of  Uzbekistan. On January 

23-24, Minister of  Foreign Affairs of  Uzbekistan Abdulaziz Komilov visited Afghanistan. During the 
trip A.Komilov was received by the President of  Afghanistan Ashraf  Ghani. As a result of  the Uzbek-
Afghan negotiations a package of  documents was signed. In particular, the bilateral trade and economic 
«road map», the implementation of  which will bring the indices of  turnover to $1.5 billion. In addition, 
representatives of  business structures of  Uzbekistan and Afghanistan signed mutually beneficial contracts 
for the supply of  medicines and medical devices, ambulance automobiles, wheat, electrical appliances 
totally worth more than $49.3 million. 

In the same period consultations between the Ministries of  Foreign Affairs of  Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan were held in Ashgabat. The Uzbek delegation was headed by Deputy Foreign Minister 
Saidikram Niyazkhodzhayev. During the meeting, perspective directions of  further development of  
bilateral relations were reviewed.

State and prospects of  deepening relations in political, trade-economic, investment, cultural-humanitarian 
and other spheres were discussed in Beijing, where a regular round of  Uzbek-Chinese political consultations 
between the Foreign Ministries was held. During the negotiations the implementation of  agreements, 
reached during the visit of  Chinese President Xi Jinping to Uzbekistan on 21-22 of  June, 2016, was 
discussed in details. 

The progress of  preparations for the forthcoming visit at the highest levels was also reviewed at the 
meeting. According to the press service of  the Foreign Ministry of  Uzbekistan, on the same day in 
Beijing a meeting of  the subcommittee on cooperation in the field of  security of  the Uzbek-Chinese 
Intergovernmental Cooperation Committee was held, during which the parties have summed up and 
outlined the prospects for cooperation in this sphere, as well as exchanged views on international and 
regional issues.

As it can be seen, the Uzbek authorities are conducting active operations in foreign policy, this significantly 
strengthens the position of  Tashkent as a responsible actor in world politics, which does not intend to 
carry out a fully enclosed internal and external policies.
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FIRST DECREES OF D. TRUMP AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS
The current US president Donald Trump gave a lot of  big promises in his election campaign. One of  

them concerned the US withdrawal from the Trans-Pacific Partnership. Last week, immediately after the 
entry into his office Trump signed his first decrees. And contrary to forecasts of  experts, the US president 
has signed a decree on withdrawal from the TPP.

According to experts, the US withdrawal from this union demonstrates desire of  Washington to abandon 
globalization. As it is known, the Trans-Pacific Partnership was going to become the largest free trade area 
in the world. It was planned that it would include 12 countries, 1 billion of  population and 40% of  global 
GDP. It was estimated that the volume of  trade between countries in TPP could grow by 11%, while the 
GDP of  partnership members - by 1.1%. Australia, Brunei, Vietnam, Canada, Malaysia, Mexico, New 
Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Chile and Japan were among participants of  the TPP.

Nevertheless, the agreement on TPP was prepared for many years and was signed by 12 States last year. 
It involves the creation of  a free trade area in the Asia-Pacific region. Obama considered this agreement 
as the main weapon in the economic confrontation to China. In this context, experts wonder why Trump, 
who declared China as a rival number one, abandoned an effective tool to combat Beijing.

Analysts believe that the rejection of  the agreement would entail a number of  serious consequences 
for the entire region. In particular, last week, Australia and New Zealand announced that they did not 
lose hope of  saving the Trans-Pacific Partnership through joining of  China and other Asian countries. 
They have already held talks on this between themselves, and with Singapore. «There is no doubt that 
the United States is a great loss for TPP. However, we are not going to go away. China has the possibility 
to join the TTP», - said Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull. However, it is clear that Japan 
will block the adoption of  China in TPP. Japan officially confirmed that it did not support other TPP 
members in maintaining the partnership after American rejection.
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