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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of  the most signifi cant 
developments  in the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely 
information and an objective assessment on  relevant issues in the 
agenda of  Turkic countries.  

Тurkic Weekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, 
published by the International Turkic Academy.
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KAZAKHSTAN GOES TOWARD MODERNIZATION
On January 31, the website of  Akorda published the full text of  the Address of  Kazakhstan’s President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev to the people. The theme of  the Address was about «The third modernization 
of  Kazakhstan: global competitiveness». Unlike previous years, this year the text of  the Address was 
published without prior President’s speech.                  
Thus, the main subject of  the new document was start of  the Third Modernization of  the country, main 
priorities of  which will be accelerated technological renewal of  economy of  Kazakhstan and creation of  
new promising sectors based on the latest technologies. According to the Kazakh leader, changes in the 
economic structure of  country will lead to high rates of  economic growth and sustainable advancement 
of  Kazakhstan among the 30 leading countries of  the world. He outlined five main priorities of  the 
forthcoming reform.        
The first is accelerated technological modernization of  the economy of  republic. «We need to develop 
such promising sectors as 3D-Printing, online commerce, mobile banking, digital services, including 
health and education, and others. These industries changed the structure of  economies of  developed 
countries and gave a new quality to traditional industries», - said the Head of  State.
The second priority of  economic development should be a dramatic improvement and a significant 
expansion of  the business environment. Thus, in accordance with President’s plans, in the middle of  this 
century, the contribution of  small and medium-sized businesses in the gross domestic product (GDP) of  
Kazakhstan shall be not less than 50%.
Thirdly, the President of  Kazakhstan believes that the country should focus on achieving macroeconomic 
stability. «The key objective here is to restore the incentive role of  monetary policy and the involvement 
of  private capital in the financing of  the economy», - said the president.
The fourth priority, which noted the President of  the Republic, is to improve the quality of  human 
capital. Finally, the fifth priority of  economic development of  Kazakhstan announced by the Head of  the 
Republic were institutional reforms, strengthening of  security and the fight against corruption.
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RESULTS OF THE VISIT OF 
ANGELA MERKEL TO TURKEY   

On 2-3 February, this year, working visit of  German Chancellor Angela Merkel to Turkey took place. 
During the visit, A.Merkel met with senior leadership of  Turkey, including the negotiations with the 
Prime Minister of  Turkey Binali Yildirim and Head of  State Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
The main topics of  bilateral discussions were a migratory crisis, regional issues, aspects of  the fight 
against terrorism, as well as ways of  strengthening economic cooperation between the two states.
Speaking about the joint actions in the field of  security, the German Chancellor said that Germany and 
Turkey intend to intensify cooperation in the fight against terrorism. «We discussed the issues of  the fight 
against terrorism, and agreed to cooperate more closely,» - said Merkel. Merkel also agreed with Erdogan’s 
suggestion about the need of  close cooperation in the fight against terrorist organizations, including the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party.
Moreover, sides discussed the political settlement of  the Syrian issue. As is known, for Germany and the 
whole European countries, it is still acute problem of  refugees from the Middle East. For the government 
of  Germany positive solution to the refugee issue is of  key importance in the light of  the upcoming 
parliamentary elections in Germany this year.
In this case, referring to questions of  terrorism, the President Recep Tayyip Erdogan paid special 
attention on the inadmissibility of  the use of  the phrase «Islamic terrorism.» «The use of  this expression 
is unacceptable and wrong. It is impossible to link Islam with terrorism. Islam means peace, and it has 
nothing to do with terrorism. This expression seriously hurts feelings of  Muslims,»- the Anadolu Turkish 
news agency quoted the words of  Erdogan.
According to experts, some problematic issues complicated relations between Turkey and Germany. 
Turkish media reminded that it is the first visit of  Merkel to Turkey since July 15, 2016.
However, the date of  the Caspian summit is not yet reported, what means that major issues of  the agenda 
of  the summit are still unresolved. 
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TURKMENISTAN IS PREPARING FOR ELECTIONS
This year, two Central Asian countries will hold presidential elections - Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan. 
Last week, that is 10 days before the election, the Central Election Commission of  Turkmenistan has 
opened early voting at the presidential elections. According to Turkmen media, voters who will not able 
to be at the place of  residence on the Election Day (12th of  February 2017), have the right to vote in 
advance.
Experts point out that for the first time three political parties participated in the election campaign: 
Democratic Party nominated present President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow; Party of  Industrialists and 
Entrepreneurs - the head of  the Rysgal commercial bank Begmyrat Atalyev; Agrarian Party - Chairman 
of  the Regional Committee in the Mary region Durdygylych Orazov. According to media reports, other 
six candidates will also participate in the election.
Bureau mission for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) of  the OSCE has already 
arrived in Turkmenistan as election observers, as well as observers from other international organizations.
Observer delegations were informed about the list of  electoral districts and sections, sample documents, 
and done work in the field. In addition, representatives of  international organizations such as the CIS and 
the SCO will observe the integrity of  the electoral process. «Within the framework of  their powers they 
will have the opportunity to freely observe the campaign and Election Day, freely visit polling stations in 
the capital and provinces (regions)”, -notes the  Central Election Commission.
Meanwhile, experts say that the undisputed favorite of  the presidential race is the current President of  
the country G.Berdimuhamedow. Note that the countrywide election will be held on 12th of  February, 
this year. As reported by the CEC, 2578 polling stations will be opened on the elections, 39 of  them at 
the diplomatic missions of  Turkmenistan abroad.
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ALMATY HOSTS WINTER UNIVERSIADE 2017 
On January 29, the opening ceremony of  the 28th Winter Student Games took place in the southern 
capital of  Kazakhstan, Almaty. This is the first Winter Universiade, which takes place in Central Asia and 
the former Soviet Union. During the solemn event, the President of  Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev 
made a speech. The Head of  State expressed his gratitude for support in organizing the entire tournament 
to everyone, who took part in the preparation of  a global event, including three thousand volunteers, as 
well as the International University Sports Federation.
Hundreds of  representatives of  foreign media came to Kazakhstan to cover sports games. According to 
organizers, the Universiade 2017 will take place in Almaty from 29th of  January to 8th of  February, 2017. 
Deputy Prime Minister of  Kazakhstan Imangali Tasmagambetov heads the Organizing Committee of  
the 28th World Winter Universiade. Two thousand athletes from more than 55 countries will participate in 
the competition of  the Winter Universiade in Almaty. Three thousand volunteers from different regions 
of  the country and abroad will be involved in the work of  Universiade. About 30 thousand foreign guests 
and tourists are expected to arrive.
Note that immediately after opening, competitions began at different venues. So, the first medals were 
played in such sports like biathlon, freestyling, women skating and others.
Universiade importance for Kazakhstan was emphasized already during the preparation and opening 
ceremonies of  the Games. Games torch relay route was traced in such way to overcome the way from 
the capital Astana to the largest metropolis of  Almaty, grabbing all major cities of  Kazakhstan. And the 
opening was based on the presentation of  Kazakhstan: through country’s history to its modern look.
In general, holding of  the international event in Kazakhstan has great benefits for the country. As 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev noted, «for the first time in the history of  the Winter Universiade we 
have built here Athletic village. The investments in this project will benefit the people of  Kazakhstan. 
Arenas will become centers for the mass sports. Athletic Village will become a new neighborhood with 
affordable social housing for more than 1,700 families».
Note that sports arenas and a whole street are full of  symbols of  the Universiade and the festive 
atmosphere reigns in Almaty. The most popular among the inhabitants is the mascot of  the Universiade. 
The mascot of  the Winter Universiade-2017 was selected young Sunkar Falcon, free and strong original 
inhabitant of  the steppes of  Kazakhstan, symbolizing speed and flight, lightness, energy and thirst for 
victory - qualities of  young athletes.
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POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN 
TURKEY AND ISRAEL

In the reporting period for the first time since 2010, the first political consultations between Turkey 
and Israel were held. As the Israeli media reports, after the completion of  the bilateral dialogue, the two 
sides issued a joint communiqué in which they underlined «the importance of  improving Turkish-Israeli 
relations for regional stability and security».
Within the framework of  consultations in Ankara, the sides discussed urgent issues. Foreign Minister 
adviser of  Turkey Umit Yalcin and the Director General of  the Foreign Ministry of  Israel Yuval Rotem 
participated in consultations. In particular, Yuval Rotem and Umit Yalcin discussed issues of  cooperation 
in economy, energy, tourism and culture. The Turkish media reported that the resumption of  the six-year 
pause in the political consultations between two countries was the result of  agreements reached in June 
2016.
The source also said that great attention was paid to the discussion and exchange of  views on the 
situation in the Middle East and Eastern Mediterranean. The parties “stand in solidarity that Turkish-
Israeli relations are important for regional stability and security”.
Commenting on Turkish-Israeli relations, former Turkish ambassador to Israel Oguz Celikkol said, «We 
will focus on economic cooperation, energy and tourism. We also intend to resume our practice to discuss 
regional problems, which played an important role in our relations before the crisis. We need some time 
to return fully the Turkish-Israeli relations on the pre-crisis level».
Recall that in May 2010, Israeli commandos seized the ferry Mavi Marmara, the flagship of  «Freedom 
Flotilla», which was a breakthrough in the blockade of  the Gaza Strip. Nine Turks were victims of  
capturing. After that, the relationship between two countries deteriorated dramatically up to the 
withdrawal of  ambassadors and the termination of  cooperation in several areas. At the end of  June 2016, 
the parties reached agreement on normalization of  relations with Ankara taking into account a number 
of  requirements. In July last year, Israel and Turkey signed an agreement on normalization of  relations 
with the specific requirements of  both sides.
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VLADIMIR PUTIN’S VISIT TO HUNGARY
In the reporting period, the visit of  Russian President Vladimir Putin to Hungary was held, where he 
held a meeting with Prime Minister Viktor Orban. Minister of  Industry and Trade Denis Manturov, head 
of  the Ministry of  Energy Alexander Novak, Minister of  Economic Development Maxim Oreshkin, the 
Minister of  Health Veronika Skvortsova, Deputy Defense Minister Yuri Borisov, the head of  VEB Sergei 
Gorkov, Head of  Rosatom Alexei Likhachev accompanied the Russian leader. The delegation structure 
predetermined talks on a wide range of  issues.
During the talks, Putin and Orban discussed the promotion of  large-scale joint projects in trade and 
economic cooperation and the strengthening of  cultural and humanitarian ties. Political issues related to 
the situation in the Middle East and around Ukraine were also on the agenda.
The key topic of  the bilateral talks was the possibility of  expanding cooperation in the energy sector. At 
the meeting, developed «Nord Stream - 2» and «Turkish Stream» were among the possible directions of  
gas supplies to Hungary. According to RBC, Russia is also ready to discuss the renewal of  the «South 
Stream» project. In addition, Putin did not rule out that the Russian side will continue to use the Ukrainian 
transit and after 2019. «We really do everything to ensure adequate supplies to Hungary. Hungary is 
robust, solvent, and stable partner. We are interested in the supply of  our raw materials in the Hungarian 
market and we will look for any way to implement these plans. And we definitely will find», - said V. Putin.
In his turn, the Hungarian Prime Minister Orban said that Hungary could not perform Reverse deliveries 
from Romania and Croatia, as these countries have not built sufficient capacity. Therefore, Putin’s words 
that «Hungary will receive the necessary gas and oil anyway” have great importance for Hungary.
It should be noted that Putin’s visit to Hungary was under the scrutiny of  the European countries. The 
reason is that the EU is displeased with the policy of  Budapest, which on the one hand strongly supports 
Putin’s policy and newly elected Trump, on the other hand has a strict immigration policy. 
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