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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of  the most signifi cant 
developments  in the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely 
information and an objective assessment on  relevant issues in the 
agenda of  Turkic countries.  

Тurkic Weekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, 
published by the International Turkic Academy.
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ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
OF KAZAKHSTAN HELD A SESSION

During the reporting period in the city of  Almaty, a solemn session of  the General Assembly of  the 
National Academy of  Sciences of  the Republic of  Kazakhstan devoted to the 70th anniversary of  
Academy’s establishment was held with the participation of  the President of  Kazakhstan, academician of  
the National Academy of  Sciences of  Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev. The session was also attended 
by academicians, corresponding members, and honorary members of  the National Academy of  Sciences 
of  RK, rectors of  higher educational institutions, directors of  research institutes, prominent public 
and cultural figures, and guests from abroad. In particular, there were delegations  from the following 
Academies of  Sciences led by their Presidents: V.Fortov from Russia, A. Erkebayev from Kyrgyzstan, 
G.Kvesitadze from Georgia, M.Salakhov from Tatarstan, G.Duca from Moldova, S.Kilin - Deputy 
Chairman of  the Presidium of  the National Academy of  Sciences of  Belarus, V. Koshechko - Vice-
President of  the National Academy of  Sciences of  Ukraine, B.Zakirov - Director of  the Institute of  
General and inorganic Chemistry of  the Academy of  Sciences of  Uzbekistan, A. Sadygov - Head of  the 
National Academy of  Sciences Department of  Azerbaijan, and others. 
President of  the Republic of  Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev in his welcoming speech has said that 
there are no state and political borders in science, and cooperation of  our scientists with foreign partners 
will contribute to the rapid development of  science.
«We already need to prepare such people. They should be experts at the global level, who possess the 
advanced science and technology, and will be able to work wherever they want. For this reason, they must 
master the English language along with the mother tongue. Only then Kazakhs will be competitive in the 
world», - said the president. 
Following the event, Nursultan Nazarbayev entrusted the Ministry of  Education and Science in 
collaboration with the Academy and universities to implement the work on promotion of  domestic 
scientific publications in international rating databases.
Also, the President of  Kazakhstan ordered to establish additional grants to the best researchers for 
training in world-class research centers, as well as to consider the allocation of  grants to young scientists 
from Central Asian countries and let them conduct researches in Kazakhstan.
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S. MIRZIYOYEV IS GOING TO VISIT KAZAKHSTAN
According to state media of  Uzbekistan, President of  Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev plans to pay a state 
visit to the Republic of  Kazakhstan in March of  this year. It should be noted that the expert community 
had different views on the country to be visited firstly by the newly elected president of  Uzbekistan. 
According to the Kazakhstan diplomatic mission in Tashkent, the whole set of  issues on bilateral strategic 
partnership and its further activation on cooperation in trade and economic sphere, transport and logistics 
industry, issues of  cooperation at the regional level and others will be discussed within the framework of  
the visit, scheduled for the last decade of  March.
Note that the first foreign visit of  the Uzbek leader will show country’s foreign policy course. Many 
experts predicted that Mirziyoyev would fly to Moscow, because the Russian-Uzbek relations represented 
major priority for Uzbekistan. There were also other opinions. For example, pointing to the close ties in 
the energy sector, analysts predicted Mirziyoyev’s first visit to China. However, as the Uzbek president has 
stated in one of  the first speeches, the number one priority for Tashkent is to cooperate with countries of  
the region. According to the official authorities of  the Republic of  Uzbekistan, Central Asian republics 
are key partners for Tashkent, both in terms of  economic contacts, as well as political engagement.
Therefore, the Uzbek leader’s visit to neighboring Kazakhstan in a few weeks is reasonable. After all, 
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan are the closest. For example, statistics show that the trade turnover between 
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan was more than two billion dollars by the end of  2016. In Uzbekistan, there are 
229 enterprises with the participation of  Kazakh capital, including 192 joint ventures and 37 enterprises 
with completely foreign capital. Representatives of  three Kazakh firms and companies are accredited at 
the Ministry of  Foreign Economic Relations and Trade of  Uzbekistan. 
As stated in the Uzbek media, the parties are currently preparing the agenda of  the meeting of  Nursultan 
Nazarbayev and Shavkat Mirziyoyev.
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MEETING OF MINISTERS OF SOUTHERN GAS CORRIDOR
Last week, the third ministerial meeting within the framework of  the Advisory Board of  the «Southern 
Gas Corridor» was held in Baku. The event was attended by ministers of  energy of  the Southern Gas 
Corridor member countries, representatives of  various organizations, including the Vice-President of  the 
European Commission for Energy Union, co-chair of  the Advisory Board Maros Shevchovich.
The President of  Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev made a welcoming speech at the event. In particular, he said: 
«The Trans-Anatolian pipeline, the foundation of  which we had laid together with Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, became the turning point of  the Southern Gas Corridor project. Azerbaijani 
President also noted that 65% of  works within TANAP project are completed to date, which is a part 
of  the Southern Gas Corridor, 80% of  the work on the South Caucasus pipeline project, and 35% of  
the work on the Trans-Adriatic Pipeline. The Head of  State added that 90% of  Shah Deniz field are 
developed.
Note that the Southern Gas Corridor (SGC) is a system of  pipes which is expected to deliver Azerbaijani 
gas to Turkey and the European Union within Phase 2 of  the development project of  Shah Deniz gas 
condensate field. The meeting of  the Advisory Council on the SGC is also attended by representatives of  
international financial institutions: the World Bank, the European Investment Bank, the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development, the KfW German bank, the International Finance Corporation, 
Asian Development Bank.
General Director of  the Trans-Anatolian pipeline project (TANAP) Saltuk Duzyol, chief  executive 
officer of  the Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) Ian Bradshaw, regional president of  BP Gordon Birrel were 
among the participants of  the event. Representatives of  SNAM and Total were also expected to attend 
the meeting. 
The meeting of  the Advisory Council was held in four sessions. The first session covered reports on 
the work done within the framework of  the Southern Gas Corridor, at the second session ministers of  
countries involved in the project made reports.
Recall that the first meeting of  the Advisory Board of  the Southern Gas Corridor was held in Baku in 
February 2015, the second in Baku in February 2016.
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PRESIDENT OF TATARSTAN VISITED CHINA 
On 23rd of  February, President of  the Republic of  Tatarstan Rustam Minnikhanov arrived on a working 
visit to China. He visited the city of  Changsha, Hunan province of  China. According to the press 
service of  the President of  the Republic of  Tatarstan, the Head of  the Office for Foreign Affairs and 
emigration of  People’s Government of  Hunan Province Ms. Xiao Bailin and a number of  other high-
level representatives of  the Government met the President of  Tatarstan at the airport.
For a day trip Rustam Minnikhanov was able to hold a number of  important meetings and negotiations. 
In particular, he met with the Governor of  Hunan Province Xui Dachzhe and with the secretary of  the 
Chinese Communist Party Committee of  Hunan Province Du Tszyahao.
During the business part of  the program Rustam Minnikhanov took part in Tatarstan-Chinese business 
forum and met with participants of  the project on «Xiaoxian-Volga Agricultural Park». In addition, in the 
course of  business negotiations R.Minnikhanov visited a number of  large industrial enterprises in Hunan 
Province.
As the Chinese media reports, bilateral trade between the Republic of  Tatarstan and China amounted 
to 242.5 million US dollars during 9 months of  2016, including exports - 61.2 million US dollars and 
imports amounted to 181.3 million dollars. The main products exported to China are mineral fuel, oil 
and petroleum products, organic chemicals, plastics and articles thereof, rubber and rubber products, and 
other. Imports supply various kinds of  industrial and production equipment, tools, ground transportation 
vehicles, furniture, light industrial products, agricultural and other goods.
According to Tatar media, the Republic of  Tatarstan is interested in supplying the markets of  the People’s 
Republic of  products of  «KAMAZ» PJSC, «Tatneft» PJSC, «Kazan Helicopter Plant» PJSC and other 
large industrial enterprises, as well as in implementation of  joint projects.
In general, the connection between Tatarstan and China in the humanitarian field becomes stronger. 
According to recent reports, a large number of  Tatar high school graduates are choosing Chinese 
universities.
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SESSION OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMISSION 
OF KAZAKHSTAN AND UZBEKISTAN

On February 23, a trip of  the Kazakhstan delegation headed by Deputy Prime Minister Askar Mamin 
to Uzbekistan was held. The main purpose of  the visit of  the Kazakh delegation was the participation 
in the meeting of  the joint intergovernmental commission on bilateral cooperation between Uzbekistan 
and Kazakhstan.
At the 16th session of  the Joint Intergovernmental Commission on Bilateral Cooperation in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan discussed the possibilities of  more efficient use of  transit potential and 
expansion of  transport links. «Uzbekistan is interested in the transit potential of  Aktau port, it will 
contribute to the promotion of  our products on the European market and markets of  the Mediterranean», 
- said the first deputy prime minister of  Uzbekistan Achilbay Ramatov, co-chairman of  the commission 
from the Uzbek side.
«If  you do not stimulate passenger flow, it will remain at the same level. If  we give the market an offer 
of  daily flights between two capitals, it will boost our economic ties and will contribute to the growth of  
business contacts,»- said the first Deputy Prime Minister of  Kazakhstan Askar Mamin. Astana is ready 
to carry out the flights itself, said the co-chairman of  the commission from the Kazakh side. Now, two 
countries’ air carriers operate flights between Tashkent and Astana twice a week. 
An agreement to open a regular bus service, as well as to run passenger rail service between Tashkent 
and Almaty by the middle of  March was reached at the meeting. In addition, commissioning the Kazakh 
section of  the M-39 highway is expected. Highway M-39, passing through the Maktaaral region of  
Kazakhstan, was closed in 2006.
It was also noted that the heads of  «Kazakhstan Temir Zholy» and «Uzbekistan Temir Yollari» reached 
an agreement on the provision of  mutual discounts on tariffs for transportation of  Kazakhstan grain 
and flour goods and, accordingly, transportation of  horticultural and other agricultural products from 
Uzbekistan through Kazakhstan. It is planned to sign a solid package of  documents during the visit of  
the President of  Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev to Kazakhstan in March 2017. In particular, the draft 
agreement on international road transports, and inter-regional cooperation in the field of  taxation and 
others are prepared.
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