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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  in 
the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely information and an objective 
assessment of relevant issues in the agenda of the Turkic speaking countries.  

 

Тurkic Weekly is a weekly information and analytical newsletter, published by the 
International Turkic Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TURKMENISTAN CELEBRATES THE INDEPENDENCE DAY  
The most important holiday of Turkmenistan, the Independence Day, was celebrated widely and 
brightly on October 27th this year. Ashgabat – the capital of independent and neutral Turkmenistan 
became the center of celebrations. Traditionally, the celebrations lasted for two days: first, the 
country’s leadership headed by the President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov laid flowers to the 
Monument of Independence and then, the military parade was held on the central square of the 
capital at the Presidential palace. The President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov congratulated 
compatriots with the landmark date. “We are celebrating this remarkable holiday full of proud for our 
outstanding achievements in politics, economics, social sphere, science and culture,  for our 
Constitution, declaring the human being as the highest value of state and society”, the President 
Berdymuhamedov’s message says. 

The celebrations culminated with a concert and fireworks on the capital's main square in front of the 
flag. The state flag is set to 133-meter flagpole, which in 2008 fell into the Guinness Book of Records 
as the tallest flagpole in the world at the time. 

It should be reminded, that on 27th of October, 1991 the Supreme Council of Turkmen SSR based on 
the results of a national referendum adopted the Constitutional law “On independence and 
foundations of state system of Turkmenistan”, which proclaimed independent democratic state 
within the borders of the Turkmen SSR 
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FOREIGN VISITS OF NURSULTAN NAZARBAYEV 

 

In the framework of official visit to Saudi Arabia, leaders of Kazakhstan and the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia signed more than 10 agreements for 60 billion tenge. During the visit N. Nazarbayev met 
with King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and the head of the Majlis al-Shura of the Kingdom 
Abdullah ibn Muhammad Al-Sheikh. 
 
The parties agreed to expand cooperation in such fields as energy, mining industry, agriculture and 
trade. «Among them, in particular the Poultry Plant in South Kazakhstani region, food production in 
the Akmola region. Currently, 17 companies with the participation of Saudi Arabia are already 
operating in Kazakhstan», the head of the Republic of Kazakhstan said. 
 
In addition, there was a meeting of the President of Kazakhstan with the Secretary General of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation - Iyad bin Amin Madani. During the talks the sides discussed 
key aspects of bilateral cooperation in the framework of Kazakhstan's participation in the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation. The parties discussed issues of international food fund 
promotion, which was initiated by Nursultan Nazarbayev, and to date includes 32 countries. 
 
Besides, according to the Kazakh leader, Saudi Arabia will actively participate in the international 
exhibition "EXPO-2017" in Astana with the new developments in the energy field. Among all 
documents signed in Riyadh, there are an agreement on transfer of sentenced persons and extradition 
and cooperation agreement in the field of nuclear energy. 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF KYRGYZSTAN RESIGNED  
On 24th of October the faction of Social Democratic Party of Kyrgyzstan officially announced its 
withdrawal from the coalition majority which was set up in November last year. It included the Social 
Democratic Party of Kyrgyzstan, "Kyrgyzstan", "Onuguu-Progress" and "Ata Meken". Earlier this 
week, MP Dastan Bekeshev (SDPK) in his microblog reported that the majority coalition dissolves. 

 
Later, this information was confirmed by Torobay Zulpukarov (SDPK), according to whom this 
decision was made because of diverging views on basic issues, including the amendments to 
Constitution.  
 
SDPK has made an official announcement of withdrawal from the alliance, noting that the party 
cannot be in a coalition with those who share common interests with Akayevs and Bakievs. 
 
The day before, President Almazbek Atambayev signed a decree on the resignation of the 
Government and gave a mandate over formation of a new coalition to the leader of social-democrats 
Isa Omurkulov. It is forecasted in the sidelines of the Parliament, that the composition of the new 
coalition will include three factions - "Kyrgyzstan", the Social Democratic Party and the "Republic - 
Ata-Jurt." 
 
In addition, the possibility of nominating Omurbek Babanov as Prime Minister is not excluded. 
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THE PRIME-MINISTER SAGINTAYEV’S VISIT TO MOSCOW 

 

On October 26 of this year the prime-minister of Kazakhstan Bakhytzhan Sagintayev  carried out a 
working visit to Russian Federation, during which he held a meeting with Russian Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev. 
 
According to the press-service of the prime minister, during the meeting colleagues discussed 
prospects of bilateral cooperation. Emphasis was placed on the industrial, energy, trade and 
economic, transport and other sectors. 
 
Besides, during the meeting Prime Minister of Kazakhstan discussed with his counterpart the main 
issues of the upcoming sessions of the Eurasian Intergovernmental Council and. 
 
Following the meeting, both sides expressed willingness to continue to work on further 
strengthening of bilateral cooperation and solving problems raised. 
 
It is to be reminded, that the Session of Eurasian Intergovernmental Council and the CIS Council of 
Heads of Governments took place on 27- 28th of October in Minsk, where Prime-minister 
Bakhytzhan Sagintayev took part.  
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47th SESSION OF WORKING GROUP ON CASPIAN SEA 

 

7th session of the special working group on development of Convention on legal status of the 
Caspian Sea at the level of deputy ministries of foreign affairs of the Caspian Sea Group took place 
in Teheran on 23rd of October, this year. 
 
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, who opened the meeting, noted that the 
discussions of the legal status of the Caspian Sea were held in a good atmosphere of mutual 
understanding. He emphasized that during the discussions the parties demonstrate constructive 
position, which contributes to a fair solution of the problem. 
 
Deputy Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan Khalaf Khalafov in his statement noted that the talks on the 
legal status of the Caspian Sea were held in a constructive manner. Agreements achieved at the 
summit of Heads of state, decisions taken contributed to the process of harmonization of the basic 
principles of the Convention on the legal status of the Caspian Sea and in general, contribute to the 
acceleration of the work on the draft Convention. Speakers of the meeting from Iran, Kazakhstan, 
Russia and Turkmenistan indicated that the Caspian Sea Group should run discussions together and 
come to an agreement. The speakers highlighted the need to continue discussions. 
 
Despite extensive negotiations, the legal status of the Caspian Sea is still unclear. Currently, the legal 
regime of the Caspian Sea is based on two agreements signed between Iran and the Soviet Union in 
1921 and 1940. 
 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan, 3 new coastal states established after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, do not recognize the preliminary agreements and lead a discussion on the future status 
of the sea. 
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VALDAI CLUB HELD A REGULAR SESSION 
 

The 13th session of annual meeting of the Valdai International Discussion Club came to an end in 
Sochi on 27th of October, 2016. The topic of the conference was declared as "The future starts today: 
the contours of tomorrow's world", and its final event was traditionally the plenary session with the 
participation of the Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
 
Participants in the panel discussion were the former president of Finland, Tarja Halonen, former 
President of Austria Heinz Fischer and the former head of South Africa, Thabo Mbeki. The 
moderator of the discussion was a Harvard University professor Timothy Colton. 
 
Turning to the subject of the debate - the future structure of the world - Vladimir Putin said that his 
priority is not to create any new international organizations, but to successfully use the existing ones. 
First of all it comes to the the restoration of unquestioning authority of the UN, which, according to 
the president, is "a unique platform for harmonizing the actions of all countries, while maintaining 
the sovereignty of them." 
 
A striking example of such co-operation of nations, according to participants, could be collective 
actions to rebuild the economy of the Middle East. 
 
President Putin mentioned during the plenary debate and after his speech about the formulation of 
clear "rules of the game" in intergovernmental relations. That is how, in his opinion, it is possible to 
avoid interference in the internal affairs of states (he brought the July coup in Turkey as an example). 
The statement of the president took place during the session of questions and answers, which lasted 
more than two hours 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, the 
International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and 
coordinates a comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic world 
from ancient times to the present day. The Turkic Academy promotes cooperation 
between research and development and education centers, studying Turkish world. 

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 
pr. Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     
Astana, 010000    |    Казахстан 

 @intturkicacadem 
 https://www.facebook.com/International-Turkic-Academy-832484896847678/ 

 

 


