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FIRST STEPS OF THE NEW PRESIDENT OF UZBEKISTAN 
On 5th of December, the Central Election Commission of Uzbekistan announced results of voting, 
which was held last Sunday. The acting president of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev was elected 
president of the country for the next five years. According to recent reports, 15.907 million voters 
voted for him, they are 88.61 percent of the total number of voters. International observers, including 
the CIS, OSCE and others noted that the elections were held without any violations. 

It is noteworthy that as soon as he was elected, Shavkat Mirziyoyev continued to take important 
decisions on further development of Uzbekistan. For example, at the ceremonial meeting dedicated to 
the 24th anniversary of the Constitution adoption Sh.Mirziyoyev made a proposal on the elections of 
khokims in Uzbekistan. As is known, currently hokims of regions and Tashkent are appointed and 
dismissed from office by the Decree of the President. 

At the same time, the Uzbek media reported that from April 1, 2017 Uzbekistan cancels the visa 
regime for tourists from 15 countries and tourists over 55 years from 12 countries. This was decided 
by the government. The Decree of President of Uzbekistan states that, from April 1, 2017 the visa 
requirements are abolished for citizens of Australia, Austria, Great Britain, Germany, Denmark, 
Spain, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the Republic of Korea and Japan, arriving in Uzbekistan 
for tourist purposes for a period not more than 30 days. 

Finally, it became known that the possibility of the resumption of charter flights of the national airline 
"Uzbekistan Airways" on the route Tashkent - Dushanbe - Tashkent is discussed. Air traffic between 
the two countries stopped in autumn of 1992, and in 2000, Uzbekistan introduced a visa regime for 
traveling to Tajikistan. 

According to the biography of Sh.Mirziyoyev, he began his professional career in 1981 at the 
Tashkent Institute of Engineers of Irrigation and Mechanization of Agriculture as a junior researcher. 
During his career, the president has passed a long way occupying different positions. Before his 
election, he served as the head of the government of Uzbekistan. 
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF THE SENATE SPEAKER OF KAZAKHSTAN TO CHINA 
During the reporting period the official visit of the Senate Chairman of Kazakhstan Kassym-Zhomart 
Tokayev to China was held. During the trip, the Chairman of the Senate was accompanied by 
Senators Akhan Bizhanov, Serik Zhaksybekov, Kairat Ishchanov, Erbolat Mukayev, Tuleubek 
Mukhashev and Vladimir Redkokashin. K.Zh.Tokayev held talks with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang 
and the Chairman of National People's Congress (NPC) Standing Committee (SC) Zhang Dejiang. 

The sides discussed prospects of further cooperation between Kazakhstan and China in various fields. 
During the talks with Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev, Chairman of the NPC Standing Committee Zhang 
Dejiang stressed that his visit is of great importance for the Chinese side, and expressed confidence in 
giving impetus to further development of bilateral relations, including the strengthening of inter-
parliamentary ties. Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev recalled that President Nursultan Nazarbayev invited 
President Xi Jinping to participate in the opening of EXPO-2017, which will be held in Astana in 
June 2017. 

One of the important events during the visit was K.Zh. Tokayev’s lecturing on the "Changing World: 
A View from Kazakhstan" at the Chinese Institute of International Studies (CIIS). Speaking in 
Chinese, Tokayev stressed the need to develop a new attitude to current events occurring in the 
world. "In the next two years Kazakhstan will be a non-permanent member of the UN Security 
Council; hence our country will be able to put forward its agenda. We hope that with the support of 
our partners we are able to bring the world to a greater understanding and cooperation for the 
common good and prosperity", - concluded the speaker of the Senate. 

The program of Kassy-Zhomart Tokayev’s visit to China also included a trip to a major trade, 
economic and financial center - the city of Shenzhen. In Shenzhen senators reviewed the work of a 
number of industrial facilities, including the largest Chinese telecommunication company Huawei, 
automotive corporation BYD and monorail tram line Skyrail. The choice of these objects is not 
accidental; thereby Kazakhstan demonstrates its interest in cooperation in the sphere of high 
technologies, telecommunications and modern means of transportation. 
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RESULTS OF BINALI YILDIRIM’S VISIT TO TATARSTAN 
During the reporting period, a working visit of the Prime Minister of Turkey Binali Yildirim to 
Tatarstan was held. The Turkish Prime Minister was accompanied by his wife Semiha Yildirim, 
Deputy Prime Minister Nurettin Canikli, Minister of Family Affairs and Social Policy Fatma Betul 
Sayan Kaya, Minister of Economy Nihat Zeybekchi, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources Berat 
Albayrak, Minister for Food, Agriculture and Livestock Faruk Celik , Minister of Culture and Tourism 
Nabi Avci, Minister of Transport, Shipping and Communications Ahmet Arslan and Chairman of the 
Parliamentary faction of the ruling Turkish Party of Justice and development Mustafa Elitash. 

At the airport of the city of Kazan, the President of the Republic Rustam Minnikhanov personally 
met Turkish Prime Minister. The main events of the visit to Kazan were participation in Turkish-
Tatar business forum and in the opening ceremony of the monument to Sadri Maksudi Arslan. 

Speaking at the event, in his welcoming speech Binali Yildirim called on to increase the number of 
flights between two countries and said that the work on the final withdrawal of Russian sanctions 
against the Turkish production was held. Minister of Economy of Turkey Nihat Zeybekchi noted that 
Turkey's investments in the economy of the Republic of Tatarstan are strategic. He talked about joint 
projects in the fields of medicine and agriculture. 

Also in the framework of the event, trade and economic relations of Turkey and Tatarstan were 
discussed. According to Tatar media, on the results of 2015 the foreign trade turnover between 
Tatarstan and Turkey surpassed $ 356 million. In Tatarstan Turkey is on the first place with more 
than 280 of joint ventures. Every fifth joint venture in the country is Turkish. 

Media of Tatarstan also recalled that more detailed discussions on a number of joint projects will be 
held next week, during a working visit of President of the Republic of Tatarstan Rustam Minnikhanov 
to Turkey. 
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TRUMP SHOWS INTEREST IN CENTRAL ASIA 
Recently elected new 45th US president Donald Trump started his activity in foreign affairs. 
In particular, a precedent was that Tramp even before his inauguration sent his adviser with a 
working visit to Russia. On December 8th, Carter Paige arrived in Moscow to meet with some 
Russian politicians. Experts note that these steps demonstrate increasing interest of the US 
and its new president in normalizing relations with Russia. 

Also, during the reporting period Donald Tramp held a telephone conversation with the 
President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev. During the talks elected US president 
showed his awareness of the situation in Central Asia and in particular in Kazakhstan. 

Trump emphasized that under the leadership of Nursultan Nazarbayev Kazakhstan has 
achieved fantastic success over the years of independence, which can be called a "miracle". 
They also exchanged views on issues of strengthening stability and security in the world and 
the Central Asian region. 

Nursultan Nazarbayev noted that Kazakhstan voluntarily renounced nuclear arsenal, and is 
ready to continue the struggle for a nuclear-free world together with the international 
community. Trump showed complete solidarity with this position. - There is no more 
important issue than the nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, which must be addressed 
in a global context, - said the US President. 

For his part, the new US President said that he is ready to make efforts to raise the level of 
Kazakh-American relations, including trade and economic partnership. Trump expressed 
interest in organizing a meeting of two leaders in the near future. 

Experts predict that during the presidency of Trump, the US President's visit to Central Asia 
may take place for first time in the last 25 years. 
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C5+1 FORMAT MEETING WAS HELD IN HAMBURG  
On 8th of December, in the German city of Hamburg the 23rd Ministerial Council meeting of the 
OSCE member-states was held. Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Central Asian countries also actively 
took part in the event. 

Furthermore, within the framework of the OSCE Ministerial Council meeting in the C5+1format was 
held. Ministers of Foreign Affairs of five Central Asian countries and the United States discussed the 
issues of cooperation in 2017-2018. 

During the multilateral meeting, sides discussed the current state and prospects of cooperation within 
the framework of the C5+1 format for the next 2017-2018 years, as well as the implementation of 
projects in the fields of regional security, economic development and environmental protection in the 
countries of Central Asia. At a meeting in Hamburg, Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Central Asian 
countries and the US Secretary of State John Kerry expressed mutual interest in further development 
of cooperation in this format. 

Meanwhile, this may be the last meeting which was attended by John Kerry as the US Secretary of 
State. At the next meeting in this format, the American side will be represented by new US Secretary 
of State, appointed by President Donald Trump. 

Recall that the C5+1 format was established in 2015. In September 2015, in New York US Secretary 
of State John Kerry met with Ministers of Foreign Affairs of all five Central Asian countries 
(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan). In November 2015, foreign 
ministers of the United States and Central Asia met in the C5+1 format in Samarkand and adopted 
Samarkand Declaration, in which the participants of the meeting approved the creation of a new 
C5+1 format of interaction to hold regular political dialogue between foreign ministries of six 
countries on the issues of common interest. 
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NAURYZ FEST IS INCLUDED IN THE LIST OF UNESCO CULTURAL HERITAGE 
Last week, the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage was enriched 
with new heritage - traditions of Nauryz celebration. 

According to the UN News Center, this decision was adopted by the Committee for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage at the meeting in Ethiopia. Note that members of 
the Committee agreed with the proposal to include Nauryz fest in the list of cultural heritage. The 
corresponding application was initiated by a group of states of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, India, Iran, Iraq and 
Pakistan. 

Note that Nauryz is the main holiday of the year celebrated more than five thousand years not only 
by Kazakhs, but many Asian people. Here is a partial list of options for the name of the holiday in 
different languages: Azeri Novruz, Persian زورون - Now ruz, Pashto ځروون - Naw wraz, Kurdish 
Newroz, Tajik Наврӯз, Uzbek Наврўз, Navro'z, Turkman Новруз, Nowruz, Kazakh Nauryz, 
Наурыз, Uighur Noruz, Норуз, Kyrgyz Nooruz-Нооруз, Tatar Näwrüz -Нәүрүз, Turkish Nevruz, 
Crimean-Tatar Navrez- Наврез, Bashkir Nauruz - Науруз, Chuvash Narăs – Нарăс. It is also 
celebrated under local names in other languages. 

Nauryz is a holiday of spring, renewal of nature, the beginning of a new year, new life. For 
example, in Kazakhstan Nauryz is celebrated on March 22, a day of spring equinox. On this day 
celestial bodies: constellations and stars return to the point of their original residence and begin a 
new path - circle. 

Recall that the Representative List is a tool to attract public attention to the intangible heritage. 
Today, there are approximately 340 elements. The meeting of the Committee for the Safeguarding 
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage will continue until December 2. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Turkey, the International Turkic Academy is an international organization that 
conducts and coordinates a comprehensive study of languages, culture and 
history of the Turkic world from ancient times to the present day. The Turkic 
Academy promotes cooperation between research and development and 
education centers, studying Turkish world. 

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 
Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     
Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 

 @intturkicacadem 
  https://www.facebook.com/International-Turkic-Academy-832484896847678/ 

 


