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BAKU-TBILISI-KARS  
RAILWAY WAS LAUNCHED 

 
On October 30, 2017 a solemn opening ceremony of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway (BTK) was held 
at the Baku International Sea Trade Port. 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, First Lady Mehriban Aliyeva, President of the 
Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his wife Emine Erdogan, Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan Bakytzhan Sagintayev, Prime Minister of Georgia Georgy Kvirikashvili, 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Uzbekistan Abdulla Aripov, as well as representatives of Tajikistan 
and Turkmenistan participated in the event. 
The construction of this railway section with the total length of 826 kilometers began 10 years ago on 
the basis of an interstate agreement between Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey.  
According to the AZERTAC Azeri news agency, it is planned to transport 6.5 million tons of cargo 
and about 1 million passengers via the BTK railroad for a start, although in the future the peak 
capacity of the corridor should reach 17 million tons of cargo per year, and the number of passengers 
should increase up to 3 million. 
The most important thing is that this railway section should become part of the large-scale Silk Road 
continental project. In other words, BTK will now become a key section of the transport corridor 
that connects China and all Pacific ports with Europe by land transport. 
"Today, the first train runs on the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway, which has strategic importance for the 
region of Turkey, for Azerbaijan and Georgia. Thus, we are announcing the creation of a direct 
railway connection between London and China," Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said 
during the opening ceremony of the BTK railway. 
Indeed, the possibilities of a new sector cannot be overestimated. According to the latest experts' 
estimates, the time required for transportation of cargo trough the new Silk Road will take about 10-
15 days, while the alternative fully sea route takes approximately 40-45 days. 
At the opening ceremony held on October 30th, President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev called the new 
regional highway "a historic project of strategic importance." "The Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway is the 
most reliable and shortest way between Europe and Asia. Some did not believe in the successful 
completion of this project, but Azerbaijan, Turkey and Georgia successfully completed it," Aliyev 
said. 
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"We want Georgia and the region to be fully integrated with the trans-European transport network, 
and I am confident that BTK railway will play a significant role in achievement of this goal," 
Georgian Prime Minister G.Kvirikashvili stated. 
Prime Minister of Kazakhstan B.Sagintayev, who also took part in the launch ceremony of the 
project, emphasized the importance of the railway for Kazakhstan. Kazakhstani experts say that the 
operation of the highway will allow Kazakhstan to get new routes to the Black and Mediterranean 
Seas. The sections of the new Baku-Tbilisi-Kars rail corridor will also use Kazakhstan's locomotives 
produced by “Lokomotiv Kurastyru Zauyty” JSC (Plant for the production of locomotives) and 
“Plant for the production of Electric Locomotives”.  
Prime Minister of Uzbekistan Abdulla Aripov noted that the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway is an 
important element of the North-South project. A.Aripov has added that Uzbekistan is interested in 
transporting goods along this transport corridor. According to the Prime Minister, this route will 
make it possible to effectively use the economic and transit potential of countries and will contribute 
to the prosperity of the entire region. 
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TEHRAN HOSTED THE AZERBAIJAN-RUSSIA-IRAN TRILATERAL SUMMIT  

 
On November 1, Tehran hosted the trilateral Summit of President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
Ilham Aliyev, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran Hassan Rouhani and President of the Russian 
Federation Vladimir Putin. 
Following the meeting, a joint statement of the leaders of Russia, Iran and Azerbaijan was issued. 
As the media of these three countries report, the results of the summit were productive. In the 
current year the regular meeting of leaders of three countries pursued specific goals such as 
deepening cooperation in the field of economy and investment. In particular, heads of state first of 
all discussed the economic aspects of interaction, as well as important issues in the field of ensuring 
stability, combating crime and terrorism. 
As is known, Russia, Azerbaijan and Iran are major producers of hydrocarbons. "But it does not 
mean that we have to compete. This means that we must coordinate our efforts," Putin said. He also 
noted that the presidents discussed the security issue in the region in details, as well as the situation in 
Syria.  
"I would like to note that we are working with Iran very productively. We manage to coordinate 
positions on Syrian issues. Due to our joint efforts, as well as the efforts of Turkey, the situation in 
the fight against terrorism is developing very positively, and the Astana negotiation process, the 
regular round of which ended positively," he said.  
The summit participants also commented on the implementation of the OPEC+ agreement to 
reduce oil production. "Coordination in the framework of OPEC has already given its positive 
results. But it would be impossible if the countries that are not members of this cartel did not join 
this work, " was stated at the meeting. 
President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev stressed that the trilateral format of cooperation plays an 
important role in ensuring regional security. He recalled that Azerbaijan is the only country that has a 
land border with Russia and Iran, which allows three countries to cooperate successfully in all areas. 
In particular, the Azerbaijani side reminded that the first trilateral summit was held in Baku last year 
on the initiative of Azerbaijan, stressing that this format has a promising future. Noting that 
Azerbaijan is improving its railway infrastructure and building a railroad to the border with Iran, the 
president said that the Azerbaijani section of the North-South transport corridor was fully ready for 
work, and an agreement on financing the construction of the Astara-Rasht railway was reached.  
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Another particularly discussed topic was the transition of countries to settlements in the national 
currency in the trade between Russia, Azerbaijan and Iran. Moreover, the joint statement signed by 
the presidents says about the intention of Moscow, Baku and Tehran to establish cooperation at 
international energy platforms, as well as in the oil and gas sector as a whole. 
Vladimir Putin, Ilham Aliyev and Hassan Rouhani stated the need for the implementation of the 
JCPOA on the Iranian nuclear program. 
The joint statement also says that the parties take into account the Islamic Republic’s adherence to all 
obligations assumed under the plan, what is confirmed by the IAEA (International Atomic energy 
Agency), and remind about the obligation of all UN countries to assist in observing the terms of the 
agreement on Iranian nuclear program. 
At the end of the trilateral meeting, in the final document the presidents also expressed satisfaction 
with the progress of the five-party talks on the draft convention on the legal status of the Caspian 
Sea and reaffirmed their desire to ensure the fastest possible adoption through consensus of coastal 
states.  
And finally, the heads of state also agreed on the development of cooperation in the transport sector. 
"The sides confirm the importance of cooperation in the field of road, rail and air transport in order 
to modernize the transport infrastructure and develop the international North-South transport 
corridor," the document states. 
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RESULTS OF DMITRY MEDVEDEV’ S VISIT TO UZBEKISTAN 

 
On November 2, President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev received Russian Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev, who arrived in the country on an official visit, and also to participate in a regular 
meeting of the Council of CIS Heads of Government. 
As the Uzbek media reports, during the meeting the parties discussed issues of further expansion and 
deepening of Uzbek-Russian multilateral relations, increasing the volume of mutual trade, 
implementing joint cooperation projects in various sectors of the economy, and developing cultural 
and humanitarian exchanges. 
"During the meeting, it was specially noted that the high-level talks in Moscow in April of this year, 
as well as regular meetings of the leaders of two countries, including meetings within the CIS summit 
in Sochi last month, gave a powerful impetus to strengthening relations of strategic partnership and 
alliance, filled the bilateral cooperation with a qualitatively new content," the message states.  
The sides signed more than 10 documents during the visit of D.Medvedev to Uzbekistan. In 
particular, according to the Uzbek news agency UzA, several memorandums and agreements on 
developing cooperation in the oil-refining, banking-financial, investment, commercial and industrial 
spheres, automotive, science, foreign migration and other areas were signed. 
A meeting of heads of governments of Russia and Uzbekistan, Dmitry Medvedev and Abdulla 
Aripov was also held in Tashkent.  
In general, it should be noted that during the current year, Uzbekistan has significantly intensified its 
foreign policy, holding meetings with many partners. 
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KAZAKHSTAN AND JORDAN DEVELOP COOPERATION   

During the reporting period, President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev held a meeting with 
Jordanian King Abdullah II in Astana, who arrived in Kazakhstan on a visit. The sides discussed 
issues of further cooperation in trade, transport and energy sectors. 

“In February next year, we will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between Kazakhstan and Jordan. For a quarter of a century our countries have dynamically 
developed cooperation in various spheres and established a close and confidential political dialogue 
with each other," Nursultan Nazarbayev noted in his speech. 

Judging by the final press release, the range of issues discussed during the meeting went beyond the 
planned scope. "Today we considered various important issues of the Kazakh-Jordanian relations, 
held meaningful talks. We exchanged views on the main pressing international issues - the conflict in 
Syria, situation in Iraq, crisis in Qatar and other problems," Nursultan Nazarbayev said at a meeting 
in an expanded format.  

As the experts note, the Syrian crisis is one of the biggest sources of conflict at the moment. 
Kazakhstan supports all initiatives aimed at resolving this conflict. The Kazakh side stressed the role 
and participation of Jordan in the Astana process. 

As a result of meetings, several agreements were signed in the presence of the heads of state. 
Attorney General of Kazakhstan Zhakip Asanov and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Jordan Ayman 
al-Safadi signed agreements on the extradition of individuals, on the transfer of convicts, as well as 
on legal assistance in criminal matters. Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan Kairat 
Abdrakhmanov and Ayman al-Safadi signed agreements on cooperation in the field of civil defense, 
prevention and liquidation of emergencies, as well as on cooperation in combating terrorism, 
organized crime, illegal trafficking of substances and other types of crimes. 

It is also worth noting that Nursultan Nazarbayev presented to Abdullah II a special award for the 
Fight against nuclear weapons, and also expressed his gratitude to the Jordanian leader for his 
peacekeeping activities in Syria and Iraq. 
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TAJIK-TURKMEN COOPERATION EXPANDS   
On November 2-3, the President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov paid an official 
visit to Tajikistan. Dushanbe hosted Turkmen-Tajik high-level talks in a one-on-one format, the 
Turkmen Dovlet Khabarlari state agency reports. 

The two heads of state discussed a wide range of issues of bilateral cooperation. Denoting the trade, 
economic, energy, transport and other sectors as priority areas, two presidents noted a significant role 
of the intergovernmental Turkmen-Tajik commission in activating and diversifying productive ties.  

"A vivid example of the effective synergy and strategic nature of the interstate partnership was the 
implementation of a major joint project on the construction of the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Tajikistan railway, which is of great importance for the entire region," the final press release on the 
results of the meeting of Turkmen President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov and President of 
Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon states. 

Following the meeting in an expanded format, the parties signed several agreements, among them 
are: 

Agreement between the Governments of Turkmenistan and Tajikistan on long-term trade and 
economic cooperation; 

Agreement between the Governments of Turkmenistan and Tajikistan on the mutual recognition of 
documents on education; 

Agreement between the Governments of Turkmenistan and Tajikistan on cooperation in the field of 
civil defense, prevention and liquidation of emergency situations. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, the 

International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and coordinates a 

comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic world from ancient times to 

the present day.The Turkic Academy promotes cooperation between research and development 

and education centers, studying Turkish world. 

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 

Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 
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