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ТurkicWeekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  in the Turkic 

world.ТurkicWeekly provides timely information and an objective assessment on  relevant 

issues in the agenda of Turkic countries. 

 

ТurkicWeekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, published by the International 

Turkic Academy. 
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THE 3RD MEETING OF THE ASTANA CLUB TOOK PLACE IN KAZAKHSTAN 

On November 13-14, the 3rd meeting of the Astana club was held in Kazakhstan. This event has been 
organized for the third consecutive year by the Institute of World Economy and Politics under the 
Fund of the First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan. This year, the meeting was attended by 
leading international experts, former politicians, representatives of major consulting companies. From 
Kazakhstan’s side the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev presided at the 
club, also the Senate Speaker of the Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan Kassym-Zhomart 
Tokayev moderated the meeting. 3 ex-presidents from Turkey Abdullah Gul, from Czech Republic 
Vaclav Klaus and Slovenia Dolilo Turk were the honorary guests of the club. In total, more than 60 
foreign guests from 27 countries visited and participated in the Astana Club session. 
The theme of Astana's third meeting is “Greater Eurasia 2027: Confrontation or Partnership.” The 
participants discussed geopolitical, regional, economic and technological trends that will shape the 
Eurasian space in the coming decade. 
In his speech, Nursultan Nazarbayev noted the uniqueness of the Astana Club as a regional platform 
for discussing topical issues of the future of the Eurasian continent in the broad expert format. 
Nursultan Nazarbayev pointed to the possibility of effectively searching for answers to the most 
pressing problems of our time within the framework of the activities of the Astana Club.  
"We are trying to bring something to the world that recently is lacking so much - unification, cohesion 
and tolerance for solving global problems," the President said. 
It should also be noted that representatives of Turkic-speaking countries actively took part in the events 
within the Astana club. In particular, Vladimir Norov represented the Institute for Strategic and 
Interregional Studies of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Farhad Mamadov - the Center for Strategic Studies 
under the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the former SCO Secretary General, Kyrgyzstan's 
representative Muratbek Imanaliyev and others. 
Astana Club is an international discussion platform operating under the rules of the Chatham House 
Rule (the principle of "confidentiality"), its goal is to develop a dialogue of the leading representatives 
of the expert and political community, to discuss global trends and seek solutions of the most 
important problems affecting the world in general and, in particular, the Eurasia region. 
 

 
 
1 

 
 



 
RESULTS OF NEGOTIATIONS OF TURKISH AND RUSSIAN PRESIDENTS  

During the reporting period, President of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan paid a working visit to Russia, 
which was held at the invitation of Russian leader V.Putin. The Presidents of Turkey and the Russian 
Federation held talks in Sochi. As the media reported, the main topics of bilateral talks were the Syrian 
settlement, the issues of countering terrorism, as well as Turkish-Russian trade and economic ties. 
Speaking during a meeting with the Russian side, R.T. Erdogan said: "Our contacts continued and 
continue to address all existing problems. Of course, this level is not enough. We agree that countries 
and peoples should cooperate even more closely and deepen cooperation in all areas. Last month an 
intergovernmental commission completed its work in Kazan, and we were pleased to learn that during 
this meeting a decision was made to facilitate the import to the Russian Federation of such goods as 
eggplants, tomatoes, pomegranates and other agricultural crops. We want all other restrictions also to 
be removed. In the first quarter of 2017, the level of bilateral economic relations exceeded $15 billion. 
We need to eliminate all obstacles in the way of our businessmen in order to reach the 100-billion 
mark. In this regard, it is important to return to the former visa-free regime." 
In his speech, V.Putin noted: "We discussed today the problems of the Syrian settlement. Against the 
backdrop of the successes achieved in the fight against terrorists, Mr. President and I agree that we 
need to step up efforts to ensure long-term normalization in this country. First of all, efforts should 
be made to promote a political settlement and to assist the Syrians in post-conflict reconstruction." 
In general, as the final press release notes, the parties discussed joint actions in terms of countering 
international terrorism in details. According to the Turkish media, Erdogan praised the various formats 
for the settlement of the situation in Syria. In particular, he noted that the Astana processes and de-
escalation zones contributed to the reduction of violence in this region. 
It is also noted that the President of Russia informed Erdogan about the approval of the statement on 
the Syrian settlement together with the US President Donald Trump and told the Turkish president 
about the results of his recent trip to Tehran. 
At the end of the meeting, the sides stated that bilateral contacts always take place "promptly, without 
bureaucracy, without any unnecessary quasi-diplomatic procedures and protocol measures" and most 
importantly "efficiently". Noting the effectiveness of bilateral cooperation, it was announced that the 
first reactor of the Akkuyu nuclear power plant is planned to be launched by 2023 and Rosatom is 
ready to start work in this direction. 
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TURKMENISTAN STRENGTHENS COOPERATION WITH QATAR AND THE UAE 

During the reporting period, the heads of the foreign ministries of Turkmenistan, Qatar and the UAE 
held talks in Ashgabat. 
On the first day of the meeting, Rashid Meredov received a delegation from Qatar, led by the Secretary-
General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of this country, Mr.Ahmad Hassen Al-Hamadi. 
The State News Agency of Turkmenistan reports that during the meeting the parties have discussed 
the implementation of the agreements reached and the issues of further development of relations in 
the political, trade-economic and cultural and humanitarian spheres.  
Another meeting in the same period was held with representatives of the UAE. The UAE delegation 
was represented by the State Minister of Foreign Affairs of this country Mr.Anwar Mohammed 
Gargash. The parties discussed the current state of political and trade and economic relations. 
"It was noted that one of the directions of Turkmenistan's foreign policy is the strengthening of friendly 
relations with the UAE," the Turkmen media reports. 
In turn, the UAE delegation expressed its full support for the positive neutrality and international 
initiatives of Turkmenistan regarding sustainable energy, security, transit and transport, the report 
states.  
It should also be noted that such large energy projects as TAPI were the focus of these negotiations. 
Turkmenistan is interested in discussing issues related to the participation of major financial and 
investment structures of Qatar in the implementation of the transnational TAPI gas pipeline project. 
As is known, this project is at the implementation stage, however, according to some sources, the 
project participants have difficulties with financing.  
Recall that the construction of the Turkmen section of the TAPI gas pipeline began in December 2015. 
On other sites, prospecting works are conducted. TAPI will export fuel from the Galkynysh gas field 
in Turkmenistan, the second largest in the world. 
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RESULTS OF A.ATAMBAYEV’ S WORKING VISIT TO RUSSIA   

On November 17, the President of the Kyrgyz Republic Almazbek Atambayev paid a working visit to 
Russia, where he met with Russian President Vladimir Putin. During his visit to St.Petersburg, 
A.Atambayev took part in the opening ceremony of the 6th St. Petersburg International Cultural 
Forum. 

Within the framework of the bilateral meeting, the presidents of two countries discussed topical issues 
of Russian-Kyrgyz cooperation. 

As the leaders noted, Russia and Kyrgyzstan in recent years have improved interaction not only in the 
security sphere, but also in the humanitarian sphere. 

Greeting his colleague, V. Putin noted that this meeting is symbolic, as A.Atambayev has paid his first 
presidential foreign visit to Russia and, accordingly, his final visit also takes place here. Recall that the 
ceremony of transferring powers to the new president of Kyrgyzstan - Sooronbay Jeenbekov, who 
won elections in October 2017, will be held in Bishkek on November 24. 

In his turn, A.Atambayev expressed hope for the preservation of the level of these relations. 

In general, the parties discussed results of long standing constructive cooperation in regard of 
strengthening the entire complex of Russian-Kyrgyz relations. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, the 

International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and coordinates a 

comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic world from ancient times to 

the present day.The Turkic Academy promotes cooperation between research and development and 

education centers, studying Turkish world. 

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 

Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 

 @intturkicacadem 
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