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KAZAKHSTAN CELEBRATED  
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

 

 
 
On December 16, Kazakhstan celebrated its main state holiday – the Independence Day. 28 

years ago, on December 16, 1991, the Republic of Kazakhstan began its new history, 
proclaiming itself a sovereign, independent state. 

On that historic day, the Supreme Council adopted a Law on State Sovereignty. Nursultan 
Nazarbayev took the oath after the All peoples’ elections in 1991: 

“Dear Kazakhstanis! I solemnly swear to faithfully serve the people of our multinational 
republic, follow the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan, guarantee the rights and 
freedoms of citizens, and conscientiously execute the office of the President of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan.” 

A week after the official assumption of office, on December 16, 1991, the First President of 
Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev, signed the most important and most necessary at that time 
Constitutional Law “On State Independence of the Republic”. 

Along with Kazakhstan, in 1991 other four Turkic countries gained independence: 
Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 

According to tradition, ceremonial events were held throughout the country on 16th of 
December. On the eve and in the days of celebration, a number of new social facilities were 
opened in Kazakhstan. 

President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev received congratulatory letters and 
telegrams from heads of leading states of the world. 
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TURKPA MEETING TOOK PLACE IN BAKU 
 

 
 
On December 18, a meeting of the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic-speaking countries 

(TurkPA) was held in the capital of Azerbaijan, Baku, during which the heads of the parliaments 
of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey and Uzbekistan discussed ways to expand the 
organization. 

In addition, the agenda of the meeting included questions about the model bill, tourism, the 
protection of intangible cultural heritage, as well as the Organization’s Regulation on election 
observation. 

According to Oktay Assadov, speaker of the Milli Majlis of Azerbaijan, “TurkPA has become 
an authoritative parliamentary organization of the world. Every year the role of the organization 
in strengthening political, economic, cultural ties between our countries is growing. In the future, 
the organization will continue its activities to improve, new model laws will be adopted, and the 
work of commissions will be strengthened.”  

Following the meeting, the parties adopted a number of documents, including model laws, the 
report of the mission to observe the early elections of the President of Kazakhstan, as well as the 
Baku Declaration. 

This document, along with cultural issues, expresses support for the initiative of the First 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev on the Turkic Vision 2040 program and renaming the Turkic 
Council into the Organization of Turkic States. 

At the last meeting of TurkPA, the Chairmanship in the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Turkic-speaking countries passed from Turkey to Azerbaijan. 

The tenth meeting of TurkPA will be held in Kazakhstan next year. 
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PRESIDENT OF UZBEKISTAN  
PAYS A VISIT TO JAPAN 

 
 
On December 17, Sh. Mirziyoyev arrived in Japan on an official visit. The first destination in 

the program of the visit of the Uzbek leader is the city of Nagoya. At the Chubu International 
Airport, the head of Uzbekistan was met by Japanese Deputy Foreign Minister Shinichi 
Nakatani, Nagoya Mayor Takashi Kawamura and other officials. 

On the morning of December 18, he met with the governor of Aichi prefecture Hideaki 
Omura and Nagoya Mayor Takashi Kawamura, and then he visited Nagoya University - one of 
the most prestigious scientific and educational institutions in the world, one of the ten best on the 
continent. Sh. Mirziyoyev was awarded the title of Honorary Doctor of Nagoya University. After 
visiting the university, Shavkat Mirziyoyev met with compatriots who are educated and engaged 
in science in Nagoya, and then flew to Tokyo, the capital of Japan. 

On December 19, at the Akasaka residence in Tokyo Sh. Mirziyoyev received the President of 
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Mr. Shinichi Kitaoka. 

During the meeting, a new long-term Cooperation Program worth more than $ 3.5 billion was 
agreed, including projects in the field of energy, modernization of industry and agriculture, 
infrastructure, environment, healthcare and other sectors. Particular attention is paid to 
supporting small and medium-sized business projects, as well as expanding educational 
exchanges. 

An agreement on the development of a road map in order to ensure timely and high-quality 
implementation of each cooperation project between Uzbekistan and JICA was reached.  

In addition, in Tokyo, Sh. Mirziyoyev met with Akiko Santo, President of the House of 
Councilors of the Japanese Parliament. During the meeting, issues of further strengthening the 
Uzbek-Japanese friendship and strategic partnership were discussed. 
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Moreover, Sh. Mirziyoyev met with the Chairman of the House of Representatives, Tadamori 
Oshima, the parties agreed to hold joint activities to study the Japanese experience of 
parliamentarism and expand mutual exchanges. 

Sh. Mirziyoyev also met with Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Finance of Japan Taro Aso, 
activists of the Parliamentary Friendship League “Uzbekistan-Japan”, representatives of leading 
companies and banks of Japan. 

In an interview with the Japanese newspaper Nikkei, Sh. Mirziyoyev said: “I hope that the 
agreements reached within the framework of the upcoming Uzbek-Japanese summit will become 
landmarks in development of relations between two countries and will determine new areas for 
our partnership.” 
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PRESIDENT OF KYRGYZSTAN  
VISITED SAUDI ARABIA 

 

 
 
On December 15-16, President of Kyrgyzstan Sooronbay Jeenbekov paid an official visit to 

Saudi Arabia. 
The official ceremony of meeting with the King of Saudi Arabia, Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 

Saud, took place on December 16 at the Royal Palace in Riyadh. 
Negotiations were held in expanded and narrow formats, at which topical issues of bilateral 

cooperation between the countries were discussed. 
Following the talks, the parties signed cooperation agreements in the field of pension 

provision, sports, education, veterinary safety and agricultural products. 
In addition, the Saudi Development Fund will provide a loan for the reconstruction of the road 

around Lake Issyk-Kul. The details of this agreement have not yet been disclosed. Earlier it was 
reported that the cost of work is estimated at 550 million dollars. 

One of the main topics of Sooronbay Jeenbekov’s official visit to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia was strengthening of economic cooperation. 

The two heads of state touched upon the issues of attracting investments, deepening large 
investment projects and strengthening business ties. 

In particular, S. Jeenbekov proposed to King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and the head of 
the Saudi Development Fund to create a Kyrgyz-Saudi economic cooperation fund. 

Documents on the Balykchi-Karakol-Balykchi highway were signed, which will connect 
Kazakhstan with Kyrgyzstan, contributing to the development of tourism. 

The parties also discussed cooperation in the fields of energy, construction, transport and 
investment. 
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TURKEY INCREASED EXPORT  
TO TURKIC COUNTRIES 

 
 
On December 17, the Ministry of Trade of Turkey reported that in January-October 2019, 

Turkish exports to Turkic-speaking countries increased by 16.3 percent compared to the same 
period in 2018, amounting to $ 3.819 billion. 

In particular, the Ministry noted that over the ten months of 2019, Turkish imports from 
Turkic-speaking countries increased by 6.9 percent and amounted to $ 2.634 billion. 

On the other hand, in October 2019, Turkish imports from Turkic-speaking countries 
increased by 19 percent compared to October 2018 and amounted to $212.328 million. 

In general, Turkey's foreign trade turnover in October 2019 amounted to $34.515 billion. 
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TURKMEN CARPET WEAVING ART IS INCLUDED 
IN THE UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE LIST 

 
 
By decision of UNESCO, traditional Turkmen carpet weaving art was included in the 

UNESCO World heritage list. President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov 
congratulated people on this significant event. G. Berdimuhamedov was informed about the 
decision of UNESCO by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Rashid 
Meredov. 

“The inclusion of the Turkmen national carpet weaving art in the UNESCO List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity is a clear evidence of recognition of our amazing carpets as a 
monument of art by the world community,” the President of Turkmenistan said. 

A solemn conference dedicated to this event was held at the National Museum of Turkmen 
Carpet. It should be noted that G. Berdimuhamedov initiated the inclusion of many objects of 
material and spiritual culture of Turkmen people in the UNESCO list. Among them are carpets, 
Akhal-Teking horse and Alabay. 

As for carpet weaving, G. Berdimuhamedov himself wrote two books dedicated to this art: 
“Living Legend” and “Heavenly Beauty”.  


