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PRESIDENT OF UZBEKISTAN RECEIVED ACTING 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF RUSSIA 

 

On January 16, President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev received the Acting Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Russia, Sergey Lavrov, who paid an official visit to the country. 

At the meeting, the parties considered topical issues of Uzbek-Russian relations, discussed the 
international and regional agenda. Particular attention was paid to the preparation of the 
upcoming summit this year. 

Earlier on the same day, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uzbekistan Abdulaziz Kamilov held a 
meeting with Sergey Lavrov. 
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PRESIDENT OF KAZAKHSTAN MET WITH MEMBERS OF 
THE PRESIDENTIAL YOUTH PERSONNEL RESERVE 

 

On January 15, in the capital of Kazakhstan, Nur-Sultan, President of Kazakhstan Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev held a meeting with members of the Presidential Youth Personnel Reserve in 
the Akorda residence. All 300 people included in the reserve were invited to the meeting. 

Speaking to the participants of the event, the Head of State recalled that the initiative to form the 
Presidential personnel reserve was one of key points in his election program. 

In addition, K. Tokayev noted that the nature of modern challenges requires further action, 
including the introduction of new approaches into the state apparatus work. 

- The common goal of all innovations is to be closer to people. In fact, we are talking about the 
service model of the state. Kazakhstan needs a new model of public administration, adequate to 
the needs of society, effective, fair,” K. Tokayev said. 

Regarding the public administration system reforming, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev emphasized that 
starting from this year the number of civil servants will be gradually reduced, and the released 
funds will be used to financially encourage the most useful workers.  

Addressing the members of youth reserve, the President of Kazakhstan said that he expected 
from each of them new ideas and productive work that would give a new impetus to the 
development of the country. 

In addition, K. Tokayev also announced plans to appoint 100 reservists to responsible positions 
this year, and to fully utilize the potential of the personnel reserve in coming years. 

Addressing all the youth of the country, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev said that the renewal process is 
one of priorities of his domestic policy. 

In conclusion, the President of Kazakhstan once again expressed confidence that young people 
of the personnel reserve would fulfill with honor the tasks assigned to them. 
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KYRGYZSTAN AND TAJIKISTAN SIGNED THE BORDER 
DEMARKATION PROTOCOL 

 

Deputy prime ministers of Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, Jenish Razakov and Azim Ibrohim, agreed 
on six issues and signed a protocol on the future exchange of lands in the border areas. It is a 
section of the border between the city of Isfar in Tajikistan and settlements in Batken region of 
Kyrgyzstan, 114 kilometers long. 

Negotiations began on January 14th. After the meeting with his Tajik counterpart, J. Razakov 
said that topographic groups of two countries will work on the demarcation of the disputed parts 
of the border. 

The demarcation of the border should solve some controversial issues, and ultimately strengthen 
cooperation between the two neighboring Central Asian countries. 
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TURKMENISTAN WILL CREATE DIGITAL ECONOMY 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 

On January 13, Bayramgeldi Ovezov Deputy Prime Minister for Transport, Communications and 
Industry of Turkmenistan presented to President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov a draft decree 
“On Creation of an Intersectoral Commission for the Development of Digital Economy in 
Turkmenistan”. 

According to B. Ovezov, the submitted documents were developed as part of the Concept for the 
Development of Digital Economy in Turkmenistan for 2019-2025. 

The commission is proposed to include representatives of ministries, departments, khyakimliks 
(town councils), institutions and enterprises of Turkmenistan, regardless of ownership, as well as 
private entrepreneurs. 

The Türkmenaragatnaşyk agency (Turkmenconnection) is proposed to assign as the authorized 
body for the development of digital economy. 

The head of the Turkmen state noted that the agency carries out an important part of the work to 
promote digitalization, and instructed to learn best practices and create a digital model, relying 
on both ready-made solutions and its own scientific and technological potential. 
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DRILLING OF EXPLORATORY  
WELL STARTED IN AZERBAIJAN 

 

On January 13, drilling of the first exploratory well (SAX01) began in the Azerbaijani sector of 
Caspian Sea on the Shafag-Asiman marine block. This was announced by SOCAR and BP. 

If exploration is successful, this can lead to the discovery of large-scale gas reserves. 

The agreement provides equal participation of SOCAR and BP - 50 percent each on sharing of 
production in the Shafag-Asiman block. The operator of the exploration stage of the project is 
BP. Well drilling is carried out by SOCAR Caspian Drilling Company (CDC). 

“SAX01 Well is the first well to be drilled in this area, its drilling complies with the terms of the 
agreement approved by the Milli Majlis of Azerbaijan in 2011,” the company said. 

It is noted that the total depth of this well will reach seven thousand meters, and drilling 
operations will continue for nine months. Then the well performance will be analyzed. 

The regional president of BP in Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey, Gary Jones has said that the 
Shafag-Asiman marine block has great potential and if exploration is successful, it will lead to 
the discovery of large-scale gas reserves. 

Drilling at SAX01 well is carried out using a semi-submersible drilling rig named after Heydar 
Aliyev, managed by SOCAR Caspian Drilling Company (CDC).  
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DOCUMENT OF SULTAN SULEIMAN  
THE GREAT EPOCH WAS FOUND 

 

On January 14, in the archives of the Fizuli Institute of Manuscripts of the National Academy of 
Sciences of Azerbaijan a document from the epoch of Sultan Suleiman Kanuni (Legislator or 
Great) was discovered. 

The artifact with a monogram of the padishah, written in Ottoman language in the style of a 
special palace calligraphy, is a decree of Sultan Suleiman Kanuni on the transfer of ownership of 
land to some people from Anatolia and Rumelia. 

The decree is written in black, gold and blue ink, and dates from 1566. The size of the scroll is 
30 by 80 cm. Under the decree are signatures of the viziers of Sultan Pertev Pasha and Ferkhat 
Pasha, as well as supreme Sharia judges Ahmet Effendi and Hussein Effendi. 

According to Professor Pasha Karimov, deputy head of the Institute of Manuscripts, it is not 
known how and when the document was archived. 

P. Karimov pointed out that there are similar documents of the epoch of Suleiman Kanuni in the 
archives of Turkey, and expressed joy that such an artifact was also found in the archive of 
Azerbaijan. 

P. Karimov noted that the document is of great importance for the study of history of Ottoman 
law in the field of real estate, and added that the scroll will be restored. 


