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PRESIDENT OF TURKMENISTAN APPROVED THE 
PROGRAM ON DIGITALIZATION OF SCIENCE  

 

On March 24, President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov approved the Program on 
Transition of Science in Turkmenistan into the digital system in 2020-2025, as well as the Action 
Plan for its implementation through signing the corresponding Resolution. 

The document instructs the Academy of Sciences of Turkmenistan, corresponding ministries and 
departments to ensure the implementation of the above-mentioned Program. 

As a meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers reported on March 24, according to the developed plan, in 
the next five years, it is supposed to bring research activities, the relationship between science, 
education and production in the country to a new level, to ensure scientific, technical and intellectual 
support for transformation of the national economy due to the widespread use of digital 
technologies.  

It is also planned to develop active interaction between scientific and research institutions of the 
country, as well as international cooperation with the help of the latest information and 
communication technologies. 

Implementation of the Program will provide creating of an effective, sustainable and accessible 
digital scientific system based on IT technologies; achieving close cooperation between science and 
production in accordance with previous world experience; scientifically substantiate the management 
of various sectors of the economy. 
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KAZAKHSTAN AND UZBEKISTAN LAUNCHED JOINT 
PRODUCTION OF CARS 

 

On March 28, during a working trip to the city of Kostanay, Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan Askar Mamin took part in the opening ceremony of the joint Kazakh-Uzbek car 
assembly line of new models of the Chevrolet brand at the Kostanay Automobile Plant. 

Within the framework of the teleconference, the Prime Ministers of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan A. 
Mamin and A. Aripov gave the official start to the joint project of SaryarkaAutoProm LLP and 
UzAuto Motors JSC. The new production line will create more than 1 thousand high-productivity 
jobs by the end of the year. Currently, the plant operates in three shifts with full load. 

“The first President of Kazakhstan - Elbasy Nursultan Nazarbayev and President of Uzbekistan 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev have laid the foundation for bringing bilateral relations to a new level of 
strategic cooperation. President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev pays special attention to 
strengthening and development of mutually beneficial partnership with Uzbekistan”, - A. Mamin 
said.  

The Prime Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan noted growing relevance of the integration of 
production processes in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan with the aim of reducing import dependence 
on goods and services from the third country. 

On the new production line several models of Chevrolet cars will be assembled, among them are 
Damas, Labo, Trailblazer, Malibu, Spark and others. The car manufacturing is one of the 
dynamically developing sectors of Kazakhstan’s economy. This year, it is planned to bring the total 
volume of car production up to 100 thousand cars, the average level of localization of the industry - 
up to 50%, and for commercial vehicles and buses - up to 60-65%. 
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UZBEK BIOTECHNOLOGISTS DEVELOPED TEST 
SYSTEM FOR DETECTION OF COVID-19  

Biotechnologists of the Center for Advanced Technologies under the Ministry of Innovative 
Development of the Republic of Uzbekistan developed a test system for detection of COVID-19 
coronavirus. 

According to the press service of the Ministry, scientists began work about a month ago on the 
instructions of the Minister of Innovative Development of Uzbekistan Ibrohim Abdurahmonov. 

The test system is based on the PCR analysis of three sections of the COVID-19 virus genome, 
which is a distinctive feature of the created test system. Previous tests of the Uzbek services were 
based on the analysis of only one section. 

An invaluable assistance in the process of creating a domestic test system was provided by the 
Embassy of Uzbekistan in the United States, which organized the operational delivery of positive 
control models of production in the United States. 

“At the next stage, we need to register our test system, and we will be able to start production, - said 
the director of the Center for Advanced Technologies Shahlo Turdikulova. - In our center there is a 
production site for diagnostic test systems, where one of our startups BioTestLab operates. Startup 
is rather young, but we already have the experience of such production”. 

It is necessary to take a sample from the human nasopharynx to diagnose the disease, as a large 
accumulation of the virus is observed there. Further, the RNA of the virus is isolated, converted into 
DNA form and PCR analysis is conducted - the whole procedure takes about 5-6 hours, it is not an 
express test, but a full-fledged test, which can be used only in specialized laboratories. 
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BAKU-NAKHCHIVAN AND NAKHCHIVAN-BAKU AIR 
TRANSPORTATION WILL BE FREE 

On March 25, Azerbaijan Airlines CJSC (AZAL) announced that in the framework of the events, 
held jointly with the Operational Headquarters on the fight against coronavirus (COVID-19) at the 
Cabinet of Ministers, Azerbaijan Airlines will transport all goods of national importance along the 
route Baku-Nakhchivan and Nakhchivan-Baku on a priority basis and free of charge. 

Note that all structures of AZAL CJSC continue to work in enhanced mode and in close contact 
with government agencies. 

The above-mentioned activity of AZAL CJSC makes significant contribution to the fight against the 
spread of coronavirus. 
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TURKEY TRANSFERS HOSPITAL OF KYRGYZ-
TURKISH FRIENDSHIP TO KYRGYZSTAN 

 

On March 25, the head of the Public Health Department of the Ministry of Health of the Kyrgyz 
Republic, Ainura Akmatova announced that the Kyrgyz side had appealed to the Turkish authorities 
to transfer the hospital of Kyrgyz-Turkish friendship to Kyrgyz government. Currently, the 
governments of two countries are negotiating. 

“During the global fight against the coronavirus epidemic, mutual support and joint action are of 
high importance,” commented in the Embassy of Turkey in the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Recall that the hospital was built at the expense of Turkey in Bishkek about two years ago. In the 
near future, it can be officially transferred to fraternal Kyrgyzstan. 
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HOTELS OF ISTANBUL AND ANKARA HAVE 
PROVIDED FREE ACCOMODATION TO  

HEALTH WORKERS 

 

On March 24, the management of the Marmara Hotel in the central square of Taksim in Istanbul 
allowed medical workers stay in their rooms for free. The hotel, located in one of the most 
important centers of Istanbul, will provide such services to medical staff of the Şişli Etfal and 
Taksim First Aid nearby hospitals. 

It should be noted that the Marmara, which is popular among tourists in Istanbul, is considered a 
luxury hotel. 

Downtown Grand Anatolia Hotel, located in the capital of Turkey Ankara, will also accommodate 
health workers for free. 

The hotel in the center of Ankara, which belongs to the Turkish Metallurgists' Union, will provide 
free accommodation to medical staff as a token of gratitude for their work, said Pevrul Kavlak, 
chairman of the Union. 
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