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KAZAKHSTAN AND UZBEKISTAN HELD TALKS  
ON MAKTAARAL 

 

 
On May 14, Minister of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
Magzum Myrzagaliev met with the Minister of Water Economy of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
Shavkhat Hamrayev. 
At the meeting, members of the two governments held talks on the restoration of destroyed 
territories because of flooding in the Maktaaral region and the prevention of threats from reservoirs. 
According to the Vice Minister of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources of Kazakhstan, Yerlan 
Nysanbaev, today there is no threat to the population from the Shardara reservoir. In addition, 
disaster damaged 7,649 ha of arable land in the Maktaaral and Zhetysai districts. In this regard, 
geological studies in this area are conducted.  
Recall that after heavy rain and a gale in the morning of May 1, the dam of the Sardoba reservoir in 
Uzbekistan broke. As a result, border ditches of the Maktaaral district of Turkestan region were 
filled with water; this led to the flooding of several settlements in this region. In this regard, 
Maktaaral district of Turkestan region announced an emergency. President of Kazakhstan Kassym-
Jomart Tokaev instructed to provide assistance to victims of flooding in the Maktaaral district. 
The government will begin construction of more than a thousand houses in the Turkestan region 
for citizens who lost their homes because of flooding after an accident at a reservoir in Uzbekistan.  
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KYRGYZSTAN SEND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
TO UZBEKISTAN 

 

The Kyrgyz government has provided humanitarian assistance to the population of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan, who suffered from the disaster in Sardoba Reservoir. 
The Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic Muhammedkaly Abylgaziev signed a corresponding 
decision on May 1. One thousand tons of cement, 100 tons of rice and 10 tons of vegetable oil were 
sent to the affected population of Uzbekistan. 
Mutual assistance in difficult times has always distinguished relations of brotherly Turkic countries 
of Central Asia. For its part, Uzbekistan assisted Kyrgyzstan in combating the COVID-19 epidemic.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Turkic Weekly #174                                                                                                            International Turkic Аcademy 

 

3 

 

TURKISH DRILLSHIP FATIH WILL START DEEP 
WATER DRILLING 

 

Turkey plans to use a Fatih domestic-made drilling vessel in deep-sea drilling in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, and from July in the Black Sea. This was stated by Turkish Minister of Energy and 
Natural Resources Fatih Donmez at the end of the Turkish Energy Summit, which took place on 
May 14 via video conference with the participation of 600 representatives of the energy sector. 
F. Donmez touched upon the Memorandum on delimitation of sea zones concluded with Libya, 
noting that the process has begun, and the Turkish oil company Türkiye Petrolleri Anonim Ortaklığı 
has submitted the first application for searches in this zone. He added that after the completion of 
procedures the first seismic surveys would begin.   
Recall that in 2011, Turkey signed the Agreement on the Delimitation of Continental Shelf with the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), and in 2019 concluded a Memorandum on the 
delimitation of sea zones with Libya. Based on them, Turkey conducts active drilling and seismic 
exploration in the Eastern Mediterranean in accordance with the licenses obtained from TRNC. 
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TURKMENISTAN HELD A CONSULTATIVE 
MEETING WITH UNESCO 

 

A consultative meeting on education with representatives of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) was held via videoconference in the capital of 
Turkmenistan, Ashgabat on May 11. 
Employees of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Education, Finance and Economics, as well as the 
State Committee for Statistics represented the Turkmen side.  
During the online meeting, special emphasis was placed on the implementation and monitoring of 
the SDGs in Turkmenistan, in particular on Goal 4 of Sustainable Development - ensuring inclusive 
and equitable quality education, equality and promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all.                                                                    
Currently, Turkmenistan’s education system is undergoing major reforms aimed at improving the 
quality of education and improving the conditions for students. International standards of training 
and information technologies are introduced.  
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COUNCIL OF MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF 
CIS HELD A MEETING IN TASHKENT 

 

On May 12, a meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the CIS Member States started in the 
capital of Uzbekistan, Tashkent, in the format of video conference within the Chairmanship of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan in the CIS.  
Heads of foreign affairs agencies of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan, as well as the Chairman of the Executive Committee 
- CIS Executive Secretary Sergey Lebedev took part in the meeting chaired by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Uzbekistan Abdulaziz Kamilov.  
During the event, the parties will exchange views on pressing issues of the international agenda and 
interaction in the format of the Commonwealth, discuss implementation of the Plan of multi-level 
consultations of Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the CIS countries for 2019 and the Plan for 2020, 
as well as ways to jointly counteract the spread of coronavirus. Following the meeting, a number of 
documents were signed. 
Recall that five Turkic states are members of the CIS: Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 
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WHO PRAISED AZERBAIJAN'S WORK IN THE 
FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19 

 

On May 12, the Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO) Dr. Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus sent a letter to President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev.  
Dr. Ghebreyesus praised the work done by the Government of Azerbaijan to implement preventive 
measures in the fight against COVID-19. At the same time, he called the support provided by the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan for multilateral diplomacy and solidarity at the national, 
regional and global levels exemplary, and emphasized that this obvious during successive events 
conducted under the leadership of President I. Aliyev.  
The WHO Director-General stated that the extraordinary online Summit of the Turkic Council on 
COVID-19, held on April 10, 2020 under the chairmanship of the President of Azerbaijan I. Aliyev, 
further develop cooperation and served to strengthen ties between the two organizations.  
Touching upon the Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement, organized in the form of a video 
conference, Dr. T. Ghebreyusus congratulated the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan on a very 
successful holding of the event and called it a great initiative. 
In addition, T. Ghebreyesus said that WHO is ready to cooperate with Azerbaijan in combating the 
threats posed by COVID-19 at the global, regional and country levels. 
In conclusion, the WHO Director-General expressed his deep esteem for the President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan. 
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