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PRESIDENT OF KAZAKHSTAN SET THE DATE FOR 

ELECTIONS TO THE SENATE OF THE PARLIAMENT 

 

On June 12, the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, signed a Decree 

on the holding of the election of members of the Senate of the Parliament of Kazakhstan on August 

12. 

“In connection with the expiration of the constitutional term of office of deputies of the Senate of 

the Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan in October 2020, I decide to call for elections of 

deputies of the Senate for August 12, 2020,” the Decree states. 

In addition, the country's government, akims (heads of administrations) of the republican cities of 

Nur-Sultan, Almaty and Shymkent, as well as regions are instructed to take measures on the 

organizational, technical and financial support of the election of senators. 

Recall that the upper house of the Kazakh parliament is composed of elected members - two people 

from each of 14 regions, two cities of republican significance - Almaty and Shymkent, and the 

capital of the republic Nur-Sultan. 15 parliamentarians are appointed by the Head of State with the 

view to ensure representation in the Senate for all diverse national, cultural and other structures of 

society. The term of office of the deputies of this chamber is six years. 

 

 

 



Turkic Weekly #178                                                                                                            International Turkic Аcademy 
 

2 

 

HUNGARY PROMOTES A COMPREHENSIVE 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN EU AND AZERBAIJAN 

 

On June 12, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary Peter Szijjarto announced the need 

to sign a new comprehensive bilateral agreement between the European Union (EU) and 

Azerbaijan. 

P. Szijjarto made this statement in a video posted on Facebook following an online conference of 

EU foreign ministers and six Eastern Partnership countries held on June 11, 2020. 

The Minister said that the Eastern Partnership is important for the European Union in a post-

pandemic world in which nothing remains the same as before, and this applies equally to politics and 

economics.                                                       

“The EU needs third countries as partners and allies, and so far it has only spoken in words about 

the importance of the Eastern Partnership. However, four concrete proposals were made today,” P. 

Szijjarto said. 

According to him, one of these proposals concerns a comprehensive agreement between the EU 

and Azerbaijan. “Partnership agreement with Azerbaijan should be signed. Azerbaijan is a country 

with constantly growing natural gas production, which will play an important role in energy 

supplies,” P. Szijjarto noticed.  

It is worth noting that on June 11, 2020, foreign ministers of the Eastern Partnership countries held 

a videoconference in preparation for the online conference of the leaders of the Eastern Partnership 

countries, which will take place on June 18, 2020. 
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PRESIDENT OF KYRGYZSTAN TOLD ABOUT 

STRENGTHENING FRIENDSHIP WITH UZBEKISTAN 

 

On June 12, President of the Kyrgyz Republic Sooronbay Jeenbekov held a meeting with residents 

of the Aravan district of Osh region, during which he announced that friendship and good-

neighborliness between Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan were strengthening. 

In particular, S. Jeenbekov said that along with the EAEU countries, Kyrgyzstan is interested in 

developing trade and strengthening economic ties with fraternal Uzbekistan. 

“There is a good saying: Close neighbor is better than a distant relative.” Kyrgyz and Uzbek peoples 

have lived side by side in harmony and friendship for centuries. Our ancestors became relatives, 

maintaining the unity of the two peoples. Two countries are close to each other not only 

geographically, we have common history, common religion, language and similar traditions,” S. 

Jeenbekov noted. The President of Kyrgyzstan also emphasized that in recent years, Kyrgyzstan and 

Uzbekistan have been actively developing not only trade and economic, but also cultural and 

humanitarian relations.  

“We strive for good-neighborliness and preservation of mutually beneficial relations; we will solve 

all problems that is why we need patience and time. We will continue the policy of strengthening 

friendship with neighboring countries for the future of our children and our country,” S. Jeenbekov 

said.        
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UZBEKISTAN PLANS TO CREATE FREE ECONOMIC 

ZONES WITH KYRGYZSTAN AND TURKMENISTAN 

 

In Uzbekistan, in the Kungrad district of the Republic of Karakalpakstan bordering with 

Turkmenistan, it is proposed to create the Kungrad free economic zone, and in the Khojaabad 

district of Andijan region bordering with Kyrgyzstan the Dustlik free economic zone. This is stated 

in the draft Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, developed by the Ministry of 

Investment and Foreign Trade of Uzbekistan. Main tasks of the new free economic zones will be: 

 creation of conditions for trade in goods (services), 

 development of a modern format for international and regional wholesale trade, 

 development of a full range of logistics in the border areas, 

 improvement of inter-regional cooperation through the organization of fairs, 

 improving the well-being of the people and creating new jobs, 

 creation of transport, medical, entertainment, insurance, hotel and restaurant, and trade 

infrastructure. 

The term of activity of free economic zones is 30 years, with the possibility of its extension. It is 

planned to exempt participants from property tax, land tax, and from the tax on the use of water 

resources. 

It was reported earlier that the Navoi FEZ will become the first territory of Uzbekistan with English 

Law. 
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TURKMENISTAN AND FRANCE WILL COOPERATE 

IN SPACE ACTIVITIES 

 

On June 5, during the fourth round of online consultations between the Ministries of Foreign 

Affairs of Turkmenistan and France, the issue of establishing mutually beneficial partnership in the 

space sector was discussed. 

A delegation led by the head of the Continental Europe Department of the French Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Frederic Mondoloni represented the French side. The Turkmen delegation was led 

by Deputy Foreign Minister Vepa Hadzhiev. 

The parties touched upon important issues of mutual cooperation. One of the topics of negotiations 

was potential communications in the space sphere. Participants of the meeting noted that the states 

could exchange experience in this sphere. 

Recall that the era of space technology in Turkmenistan began with the establishment of the 

National Space Agency in May 2011. In April 2015, the first Turkmen communications satellite 

Türkmen Älem 52°E was launched. The French company Thales Alenia Space has produced the 

object. In October 2019, President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov instructed the government to 

launch a second artificial satellite. 

Over the period from 2018 to 2024, it was decided to allocate more than $371 million for the 

development of the space sphere. 
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TURKEY CREATES MEDICINE AGAINST COVID-19 

 

Along with the apparatus for artificial lung ventilation, produced with a record speed and exported 

to many countries, Turkish specialists achieved another success. 

On June 12, Turkey for the first time officially announced that it had produced a synthetic drug 

against coronavirus (COVID-19). “With a team of 32 people we have produced a very important 

drug in 40 days,” said Turkish Minister of Industry and Technology Mustafa Varank. 

The minister also added that the drug is currently undergoing a licensing. After obtaining a license, 

the local synthetic drug will be used in the treatment of coronavirus patients. 

In the future, it is planned to export the drug.   
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