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PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN AND THE WORLD 

BANK HELD A VIDEO CONFERENCE 

 

On June 17, at the initiative of the World Bank, a video conference with the participation of 

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, newly appointed vice president of the bank 

for the Europe and Central Asian Region Anna Bierde, regional director for the South Caucasus 

Sebastian Molineus and other representatives of the bank was held. 

In his speech, I. Aliyev said: “I am glad that we have the opportunity to talk about plans for the 

future and perhaps to consider the work already done. We are very pleased with the level of 

cooperation with the World Bank. ... Special thanks for the support you provided to TANAP. As 

you probably know, the implementation of the Southern Gas Corridor project is coming to an end. 

We hope that within a few months we will complete all construction work. The World Bank's 

contribution to the implementation of TANAP, which is one of the most important parts of the 

Southern Gas Corridor, is highly appreciated. Of course, this became a good signal to support this 

important project by other banks.” 

In turn, A. Bierde said: “...I am very grateful to you for your trust in the World Bank as a partner. ... 

On behalf of the World Bank, I would also like to express my appreciation for the contribution of 

Azerbaijan to the International Development Association. This step is much appreciated. We really 

recognize the value of your support for our fund for the poorest countries. I believe that this 

strengthens our ties. ... I participated in the initial stages of the TANAP project, so I am well 

acquainted with it. I want to once again congratulate you on this project. This is truly a flagship 

project...” 

During the video conference, a number of topical issues were discussed, incliding “water security”, 

environmental protection and the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. The participants of the 

videoconference expressed the hope that the current global crisis could give a kind of new impetus 

to development.  
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PRESIDENT OF KYRGYZSTAN HELD A MEETING  

OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

 

On June 19, President of the Kyrgyz Republic Sooronbay Jeenbekov held a meeting of the Security 

Council in a narrow format with the participation of leaders of several government bodies. 

At the Security Council meeting, the issue of the current epidemiological situation in the country 

was considered. 

In particular, Deputy Prime Minister Aida Ismailova, Minister of Healthcare Sabirzhan Abdikarimov 

reported on ongoing work to prevent further spread of coronavirus infection. 
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KAZAKHSTAN WILL START TESTING OF 

CORONAVIRUS VACCINE  

 

On June 19, the Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Askhat 

Aimagambetov spoke at a government meeting and said that five types of coronavirus vaccines are 

being developed in Kazakhstan, one of which the World Health Organization has already included 

in its list. According to the plans of the Ministry of Education and Science, human clinical trials are 

scheduled to begin in September. 

“Five vaccines against coronavirus infection are currently being developed on three platforms. The 

first is an inactivated vaccine, (in which - V) the virus is neutralized by exposure to chemicals. WHO 

checked the protocol for the development of an inactivated candidate vaccine and included it on its 

list on May 15,” A. Aimagambetov said. 

In addition, a recombinant subunit vaccine and a recombinant vector vaccine are being developed in 

the country. At the same time, the candidate inactivated vaccine “successfully passes preclinical 

trials.” 

“On May 15, preclinical trials of the candidate inactivated vaccine were launched; safety and 

immunogenicity on linear mice were tested. ... In July - August, studies (will be held - V) on 

primates, in September - clinical trials will start,” the head of the Ministry of Education and Science 

of Kazakhstan told about the plans. 
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UZBEKISTAN RECEIVED GRANT ASSISTANCE FROM 

JAPAN 

 

On June 17, the Minister of Health of the Republic of Uzbekistan Alisher Shadmanov and 

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to Uzbekistan Yoshinori Fujiyama signed a 

package of documents on the supply of high-tech medical equipment from Japan to Uzbekistan.   

According to this program of assistance from the Government of Japan, a grant of 500 million yen 

($ 4.5 million) is provided to the Uzbek side. 

It is planned to allocate this grant for purchasing an innovative mobile diagnostic station, as well as a 

mobile laboratory, consisting of a PCR laboratory, an ultrasound device, a digital X-ray unit and a 

mammograph. Three CT scanners for infectious health facilities will also be acquired. 

Such projects will strengthen the material and technical base of Uzbek medicine during the 

coronavirus epidemic. It should be noted that these mobile clinics, which consist of high-tech 

equipment, can be used anywhere in the country, especially in case of emergence of centers of 

infectious diseases. 

Recall that in December 2019, Shavkat Mirziyoyev and his wife Ziroat Mirziyoyeva paid an official 

visit to Japan. During the visit, Uzbekistan entered into agreements with leading companies and 

organizations in Japan, aimed at attracting Japanese science and high technology. 
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TURKEY IS THE CHEAPEST COUNTRY IN EUROPE 

 

Turkish Statistics Institute TÜİK published last year’s purchasing power parity results. 

In particular, consumer price indices for goods and services in Turkey became the lowest in Europe: 

consumer price indices for goods and services to the population in Turkey were fixed at 47; this 

means that goods purchased for 100 euro in 27 countries of the European Union can be purchased 

in Turkey for 47 euro. 

Statistics from 27 EU countries, three countries of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) - 

Switzerland, Iceland and Norway, five candidate countries for EU accession - Turkey, Macedonia, 

Montenegro, Serbia and Albania, and a potential candidate for EU integration - Bosnia and 

Herzegovina are taken for comparison. 

The highest consumer price index for goods and services to the population was recorded in 

Switzerland - 162, and the lowest in Turkey - 47.  

However, the price index in the subgroups such as index for private cars in Turkey is 106, which is 6 

percent more than in the EU countries. 

The consumer price index for electrical goods is 99. This is the highest indicator compared to other 

subgroups. And the lowest indicator is the restaurant and hotel price index - 51. 

Turkey also has the lowest index among 37 countries in the clothing subgroup - 45. 
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TURKMENISTAN STARTS TV PRODUCTION 

 

Aýdyň gijeler business enterprise, a member of the Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs of 

Turkmenistan, has begun assembling and testing smart TVs with an integrated IP tuner. 

Consumers will receive models with the LCD screen and a 4K Ultra HD resolution: Tolkun - with a 

diagonal of 32 and 42 inches, and Zemin - 55 inches. Models will have the necessary interface and 

network utilities. 

The company's capacity is the annual production of 100 thousand televisions. The products are 

intended for the domestic market and for export. Their assembly is carried out by technology and 

using components of the Chinese company Xin Hong Bo Trading Limited. 

The company was established on the territory of the former Türkmenkabel factory. The facility has 

been reconstructed, assembly lines were installed, sanitary zones have been equipped, and rooms for 

the assembly of electronic components were created. In the future, it is planned to master the 

production of body parts from local raw materials in the workshop for the manufacture of plastic 

products. The company additionally created 130 jobs. 
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