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On October 18, Azerbaijan celebrates the Day of State Independence - the 29th anniversary 
of declaring the state independence of Azerbaijan.

At the end of the 20th century, due to the historical moment associated with the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, and the opportunity provided by fate, the Azerbaijani people declared the 
independence for the second time in the past century. This was the second bright victory in 
the political history of Azerbaijani people in the 20th century.

At the extraordinary session of the Supreme Council of Azerbaijan convened at the request 
of the people on August 30, 1991, the Declaration on the restoration of state independence of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan was adopted.

At the historical session of the Supreme Soviet of Azerbaijan on October 18, 1991, the 
Constitutional Act “On the State Independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan” was unanimously 
adopted.

On December 29, a nationwide vote was held in Azerbaijan. The people of Azerbaijan 
unanimously voted for the state independence of the republic.

In May 1992, the Milli Majlis (Parliament) approved the State Anthem of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan (music - Uzeyir Hajibeyli, lyrics - Ahmed Javad), later - the State Flag, the State 
Emblem with the image of an eight-pointed star with flames.

Since October 18, 1991, Azerbaijan has been an independent, sovereign state, and this date 
is a holiday for the people. This year, large-scale celebrations are not held in connection with 
the hostilities. However, the date of October 18 remains festive for all the people of fraternal 
Azerbaijan.

AZERBAIJAN CELEBRATES THE 29TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE
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On October 12, President of the Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan held a telephone 
conversation with President of the European Council Charles Michel, during which he called 
on the EU to demonstrate a consistent position on the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan.

President Erdogan noted that armed attacks on the Tovuz region of Azerbaijan, and then 
on the Azerbaijani city of Ganja, created a threat to the security of energy supplies to Europe.

In addition, the parties discussed Turkey-EU relations, as well as regional issues with an 
emphasis on events in the Eastern Mediterranean.

The Turkish leader pointed to the need to revitalize relations between Turkey and the EU, to 
fulfill the obligations by the EU under the migration agreement with Ankara dated March 18, 
2016, as well as to ensure progress on the issue of the Customs Union and the visa-free regime 
between the EU and Turkey.

R.T. Erdogan added that Ankara expected concrete actions from the EU regarding the 
convening of a conference on the Eastern Mediterranean initiated by Turkey.

PRESIDENT OF TURKEY CALLS ON EU FOR FIRM 
STAND ON TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY 

OF AZERBAIJAN
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KAZAKHSTAN AND TURKEY PLAN 
TO COOPERATE IN THE SPACE SECTOR

On October 14, Minister of Digital Development, Innovation and Aerospace Industry of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan Bagdat Musin held a working meeting with the President of the 
Turkish Space Agency Serdar Yildirim, during which issues of bilateral cooperation in the 
space sector were discussed.

The delegation of the Turkish Space Agency visited the National Space Center located in 
the capital of Kazakhstan, Nur-Sultan, where they explored the work of the Space System for 
Remote Sensing of the Earth of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The working meeting continued in the city of Baikonur. Members of the Turkish delegation 
visited the city museum of the history of cosmonautics, visited the facilities of the Baikonur 
cosmodrome and watched the successful launch of the Soyuz-2.1a carrier rocket with the Soyuz 
MS-17 manned transport spacecraft.

Following the talks, Chairman of the Aerospace Committee, Minister of Digital Development, 
Innovation and Aerospace Industry of the Republic of Kazakhstan Baubek Oralmagambetov 
and President of the Turkish Space Agency Serdar Yildirim signed a memorandum aimed 
at bilateral cooperation in the space sector. “This document will allow starting the work of 
practical cooperation between space departments and enterprises of our countries,” S. Yildirim 
said after the signing of the memorandum.
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PRIME MINISTER OF KYRGYZSTAN SADYR 
JAPAROV BECAME ACTING PRESIDENT

On October 15, the Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic Sadyr Japarov declared himself 
acting president. He announced this at a meeting with protesters on the Old Square near the 
Government House.

“President Sooronbay Jeenbekov wrote a letter of resignation. The speaker of the Jogorku 
Kenesh, Kanat Isayev, refused to act as president and also wrote a statement. The powers of 
the president and the prime minister were transferred to me,” S. Japarov said.

Sooronbay Jeenbekov decided to resign. On October 14, he signed the Decree “On the 
appointment of the Prime Minister and members of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic”, 
according to which Japarov Sadyr Nurgozhoevich was appointed Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz 
Republic. 
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TURKMENISTAN AND KAZAKHSTAN 
DISCUSSED ACTIVATION OF TRANSIT FREIGHT 

TRANSPORTATION

On October 14, head of the Türkmendemirýollary agency Azat Atamuradov held a video 
conferencing with the head of the Turkmen office of National Railway Company of Kazakhstan 
Chyngyz Kakenov and the head of the Kazakh diplomatic mission in Turkmenistan Yerkebulan 
Sapiyev. Issues of activation of transport and transit corridors were discussed.

During the meeting, the parties exchanged progress on existing intergovernmental 
agreements, as well as on the prospects for interaction in the transit and transport sector. 
The parties focused on the issues of functioning of the Turkmenistan-Kazakhstan-Iran 
transnational corridor.

Note that the corridor is a link between Europe and Asia.
The Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran railway was put into operation in December 2014 with 

the participation of the presidents of project member-states. Later, China joined the route, and 
starting in 2016, test trains with containers run along this corridor.
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UZBEKISTAN HAS BECOME A MEMBER OF THE 
UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

On October 13, delegates of the UN General Assembly elected 15 new members of the UN 
Human Rights Council (HRC) for a three-year term starting from January 1, 2021. Uzbekistan 
became a member of the council for the first time.

“Uzbekistan is committed to continuing large-scale reforms under the leadership of 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev and contributing to the promotion of human rights around the 
world,” Deputy Foreign Minister Sherzod Asadov wrote on Twitter. He called it a historic day.

Recall that for the first time Uzbekistan announced its intention to be a member of the 
HRC at the 37th session of the Council in Geneva in February 2018. This summer, President 
of Uzbekistan Sh. Mirziyoyev approved the National Strategy on Human Rights.

The Human Rights Council is an organ of the UN General Assembly. It meets regularly, at 
least three times a year. One of its sessions is the main and lasts 10 weeks. The Council may 
hold special emergency sessions at the request of one third of its members, including with the 
aim to deal with alarming human rights situations in individual countries.

The members of the Council are elected for a three-year term by a majority vote of the 
delegates of the General Assembly by direct secret ballot. They are not eligible for immediate 
re-election after two consecutive terms of office. They are obliged to uphold high standards of 
human rights protection.


