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On December 16-17, Kazakhstan solemnly celebrated the main national holiday – 
Independence Day.

On December 14, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev made 
a congratulatory speech addressed to his compatriots.

The President of Kazakhstan drew attention to the fact that the state independence gained 
by Kazakhstan 29 years ago was the dream of many generations of ancestors.

The history of Kazakhstan’s independence is directly related to the political name of the 
First President - Elbasy Nursultan Nazarbayev, K. Tokayev emphasized. Recall that Elbasy 
N. Nazarbayev is the Honorary Chairman of the Turkic Council, created on his initiative, 
and also has the high title of Aksakal of the Turkic world.

President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev also said that his main task as president 
was to create social comfort and achieve a steady increase in the well-being of people.

In conclusion of his address, the head of the Kazakh state told about a new set of reforms, 
which will be announced at the beginning of the coming year.

In connection with the celebration of the Independence Day, the President of Kazakhstan 
received official congratulations from the heads of all Turkic countries, Russia, the USA, 
China, EU countries and a number of other states of the world.

KAZAKHSTAN CELEBRATED THE 
INDEPENDENCE DAY
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On December 19, President of the Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan said that 
Turkey is a country that will never allow its sovereign rights to be violated. “2023 will be a 
year of new victories for the Republic of Turkey. We will fulfill all our promises to the people 
until 2023,” the Turkish leader said.

He also noted a number of important achievements of the country. “Today, the country’s 
transport infrastructure has reached the goals set for 2023. We will continue to make efforts to 
turn Turkey into a center of production and trade in the post-pandemic period,” R.T. Erdogan 
noticed.

“To date, $220 billion of foreign investments have been attracted, which is direct evidence 
of this. However, Turkey expects a real breakthrough on this issue in the near future. 
Strengthening of the political and economic independence of our country made it easier for us 
to overcome all obstacles. … Today, Turkey is one of the main crossroads of intercontinental 
trade routes, which benefits the entire Turkish people,” he said. 

The head of the Turkish state also stressed that over 880 billion liras were allocated for the 
development of transport infrastructure over the past 18 years.

“High-speed railway lines have been built in Turkey. Next year, the construction of 
the Ankara-Sivas high-speed railway will be completed. Today, the country’s transport 
infrastructure has reached the targets set for 2023,” R.T. Erdogan said. 

2023 WILL BECOME A YEAR OF NEW 
VICTORIES FOR TURKEY
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THE 17TH MEETING OF THE AZERBAIJAN-EU 
COOPERATION COUNCIL TOOK PLACE

On December 18, the 17th meeting of the Azerbaijan-EU Cooperation Council was held in 
Brussels. At the meeting, Azerbaijan was represented by a delegation led by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Ceyhun Bairamov, and the EU - by a delegation led by EU High Representative for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell. The EU delegation included Commissioner 
for Enlargement and Neighborhood Policy Oliver Varhelyi.

During the meeting, they exchanged views on cooperation between the EU and Azerbaijan 
since the last meeting of the Cooperation Council and achievements in this area.

The parties have noted that, despite the pandemic this year, trade relations are developing, 
and the EU is Azerbaijan’s main trade partner. They discussed the strategic partnership in 
the field of energy, the launch of the Southern Gas Corridor, as well as projects in the field of 
transport and communications, the great potential of Azerbaijan in this area, the contribution 
of investments and other topics.

The parties noted the importance of concluding a new comprehensive agreement, which 
would form the legal basis of relations between Azerbaijan and the EU, based on mutual respect 
and equal partnership.

Moreover, they exchanged views on regional and international issues of mutual interest.
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KAZAKHSTAN AND UZBEKISTAN DEVELOP 
COOPERATION IN THE SPACE FIELD

On December 15, during a working visit to the Republic of Kazakhstan the delegation of the 
Agency for Space Research and Technologies under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan (Uzbekkosmos) discussed the prospects for cooperation in the aerospace industry. 

The Uzbek delegation, led by the Acting Director General of the Agency for Space Research 
and Technologies of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Shukhrat Kadirov, visited the space 
infrastructure facilities of Kazakhstan, met with specialists and heads of enterprises of the 
Aerospace Committee of the Ministry of Digital Development, Innovation and Aerospace 
Industry of Kazakhstan.

The results of the visit were summed up at a meeting with Bagdat Musin, Minister of Digital 
Development, Innovation and Aerospace Industry of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The sides discussed issues of developing cooperation in the field of space domain, in 
particular, using the capabilities of the Kazakh Earth remote sensing system (ERS) and the 
Kazakhstan’s space communication system.

The guests were presented projects of developed GeoPortals for monitoring agricultural 
lands and urban development. There was a proposal to create a joint venture to provide services 
of the satellite communication and broadcasting system Kazsat in the territory of Uzbekistan.

The Uzbekkosmos delegation expressed hope for further cooperation with Kazakhstan in the 
space domain, strong ties and exchange of experience between the countries. The Kazakhstani 
side noted that it had high hopes for partnership with Uzbekistan and was ready to provide the 
necessary assistance to neighbors in the creation and development of space activities.

In the near future, Kazkosmos enterprises can host Uzbek specialists for advanced training 
and internships within the framework of joint projects.
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THE MEETING ON DELIMITATION 
OF THE KYRGYZ-UZBEK BORDER WAS HELD 

IN BISHKEK

On December 15, the head of the State Committee for National Security of the Kyrgyz 
Republic Kamchybek Tashiyev took part in a meeting with the adviser to the Prime Minister 
of Uzbekistan Mehriddin Khairiddinov. During the meeting, issues of delimitation and 
demarcation of the Kyrgyz-Uzbek state border were discussed. Among other things, they 
considered the further work of topographic groups and ensuring the safety of citizens living 
in the border areas.

Mr.Tashiyev stressed that Kyrgyzstan attaches great importance to the early completion of 
the legal registration of the state border with Uzbekistan.

Officials expressed full mutual understanding in the need to revitalize the work of 
government delegations, which has slowed down due to the spread of the coronavirus infection 
throughout the world.

At the end of the meeting, the parties signed a final protocol, and reached an agreement to 
hold the next meeting in Uzbekistan.
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TURKMENISTAN AND THE USA COMPLETED 
POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS

On December 16-18, political consultations between Turkmenistan and the United States 
took place in the form of a video conference. The delegations of the two countries reviewed 
the current level of trade and economic cooperation and exchanged views on expanding 
partnership in areas of mutual interest. 

The Turkmen side was represented by leaders and representatives of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Finance and Economy, the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Environmental Protection, as well as the Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs 
of Turkmenistan. The US delegation was led by Den Nigria, a senior official of the US 
Department of State.

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan Rashid Meredov spoke for the further 
development of partnership in investment and innovation activities, in the field of 
modernization of production and mutual trade.

The meeting participants heard presentations from both sides on the main fields of 
cooperation. The practical steps of Turkmenistan on the path to improving the investment 
and business climate of the country, as well as the regulatory framework, were highlighted, 
it was also confirmed by the reports of authoritative international financial institutions, in 
particular the IMF, EBRD and the World Bank.

The parties spoke about the importance of the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), including its role in the implementation of joint projects at the 
national level and within the framework of cooperation between the countries of Central 
Asia and the United States “C5+1”. The importance of the Investment and Trade Framework 
Agreement (TIFA) is also highlighted.

They also considered the possibilities of expanding interaction in the area of education 
and culture, including the implementation of joint projects to preserve cultural heritage.


