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On January 1, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and 
President of the Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan exchanged New Year’s greetings.

The President of Kazakhstan noted that despite the coronavirus pandemic cooperation 
between the two countries was developing successfully, the volume of mutual trade amounted 
to $2.6 billion. He suggested continuing efforts to increase trade and intensify investment 
cooperation. The Turkish President agreed with his counterpart, stressing that joint efforts 
may result in tripling of the trade volume.

The head of the Kazakh state said that in recent years, Turkey’s influence in the 
international arena has increased, as evidenced by the settlement of the conflict in Nagorno-
Karabakh. R.T. Erdogan expressed gratitude for such an assessment of Turkey’s participation 
in resolving this long-standing conflict. 

He also praised the interaction of the two countries in the fight against the coronavirus 
pandemic, noting that the Kazakh leadership managed to bring the epidemiological situation 
in the country under control by taking decisive actions.

The President of Turkey wished Kazakhstan successful parliamentary elections on 
January 10 this year and said that Turkish representatives would be watching them.

At the end of the conversation, the leaders of the two Turkic countries agreed to consider 
the possibility of organizing the visit of the President of Turkey to Kazakhstan this year.

PRESIDENTS OF KAZAKHSTAN AND TURKEY 
HELD TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
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On December 31, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received a delegation 
led by the Minister of National Defense of the Republic of Turkey Hulusi Akar.

President of Azerbaijan I. Aliyev said: “Welcome, glad to see you. The year is coming to an 
end, and I am very glad that at the end of the year you are visiting Azerbaijan. … Taking this 
opportunity, I would like to once again express my gratitude to the fraternal Turkish state, 
the fraternal Turkish people, personally to President Recep Tayyip Erdogan for the great 
support provided to us. The whole world saw that the Turkish-Azerbaijani unity, brotherhood 
are indestructible, eternal, that we are always next to each other both in joy and sorrow. ... 
We currently attach great importance to the formation of the Azerbaijan-Armenia-Turkey 
corridor. … The last question is the Turkish-Russian Monitoring Center. ... At present, the 
Azerbaijani side is constructing a building for a monitoring center in the Agdam region”. 

Minister of National Defense of Turkey H. Akar said: “Mr. President, on my own behalf and 
on behalf of the members of the delegation, we express our deep gratitude for your time and 
acceptance, thank you. ... The Karabakh Victory, as you said, is really of great importance in 
the history of the Caucasus. ... The unity of Azerbaijan and Turkey, their solid interaction in 
ensuring the will of Azerbaijan for peace and stability really promise great prospects not only 
today, but also in the future”. 

PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN RECEIVED 
MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 

OF TURKEY
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NEW AMBASSADOR OF TURKMENISTAN 
TO KAZAKHSTAN WAS APPOINTED

On January 1, President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov signed a decree on the appointment 
of Rejepov Batyr Durdimuratovich as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Turkmenistan to the Republic of Kazakhstan (Nur-Sultan city).

Earlier, Rejepov Batyr Durdimuratovich held the position of head of the Middle East 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan, by presidential decree he was 
awarded the diplomatic rank of Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary.

This step will serve to further strengthen ties and cooperation between the two kindred 
countries of Central Asia.
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AMBASSADOR OF KYRGYZSTAN IN TURKEY 
MEETS PRESIDENT OF TIKA

On December 28, the Ambassador of the Kyrgyz Republic to the Republic of Turkey 
Kubanychbek Omuraliyev met with the President of the Turkish Agency for Cooperation and 
Coordination (TİKA) Serkan Kayalar.

During the meeting, the parties discussed the implementation of current and planned TİKA 
projects in Kyrgyzstan - namely, in the spheres of healthcare, tourism, culture, and others.

Considering the situation with the coronavirus pandemic, K. Omuraliyev expressed hope 
that the project of the Bishkek Hospital of the Kyrgyz-Turkish Friendship, implemented 
through TİKA, will soon be put into full operation.
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TURKEY AND BELARUS ARE DISCUSSING 
A FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

On December 28, the first round of negotiations on the Agreement on Free Trade in Services 
between Turkey and Belarus took place. More than 50 representatives from Turkey and Belarus 
took part in the online discussions. Free trade terms were discussed between the two countries 
in 11 different areas, such as e-commerce, transport, financial services, telecommunications, 
postal and courier services.

The first round of discussions took place as part of steps aimed at increasing trade between 
the two countries to $1.5 billion. The legal framework for the discussions was formed by the 
agreement signed between Turkey and Belarus in Minsk on June 10, 2020.

The conclusion of the agreement is also important from the point of view of Turkey’s access 
to the markets of the Eurasian Economic Union, especially Russia. 

Last year, presidents of Turkey and Belarus, Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Alexander 
Lukashenko held face-to-face and expanded meetings at the Presidential Complex in Ankara. 
The leaders of the two countries announced their readiness to bring the volume of trade to $1.5 
billion.Both countries are targeting this indicator.

The parties agree that the agreement on trade in services will have a positive impact on 
bilateral economic relations.

According to the Institute of Statistics of Turkey (TÜİK), at the end of 2019, Turkish 
exports to Belarus amounted to $543.111 million, and in January-October 2020 this figure 
amounted to $467.381 million.

At the same time, according to the results of last year, Turkey’s imports from Belarus 
amounted to $127.606 million. In the first ten months of this year, this figure was $165.074 
million. The Ministry of Commerce of Turkey will continue to work in 2021 with a view to 
preparing the framework of this agreement as soon as possible.
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32 STATE COMPANIES WILL BE TRANSFORMED 
IN UZBEKISTAN IN 2021

On December 25, President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev in his 
Address to the Oliy Majlis (Parliament) of the country noted that 32 state-owned companies 
will be transformed in Uzbekistan in the new year.

Currently, the majority of enterprises with the participation of the state remain a 
heavy burden for it due to their financial instability. Therefore, starting this year, the 
implementation of the reform program for all state-owned enterprises has started. In 
particular, next year the Navoi Mining and Metallurgical Combine, Uzbekneftegaz, 
Uzbekgidroenergo, Uzavtosanoat will be able to enter the international financial market and 
raise funds without state guarantees.

It should be admitted that the state-owned enterprises themselves do not have enough 
technical capabilities, and their specialists lack the knowledge and skills to independently 
carry out the transformation. Therefore, according to Sh. Mirziyoyev, the World Bank, 
the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the Asian Development Bank, 
McKinsey & Company, Boston Consulting Group, Rothschild & Co and other world famous 
companies are involved in the reform of large enterprises in the electric power industry, oil 
and gas and chemical industries, mechanical engineering, as well as commercial banks.


